
BOVINE MEAT ARRANGEMENT 147

ARRANGEMENT REGARDING BOVINE MEAT

PREAMBLE

Convinced  that increased international co-operation should be carried out
in such a way as to contribute to the achievement of greater liberalization,
stability and expansion in international trade in meat and live animals;

Taking  into account the need to avoid serious disturbances in
international trade in bovine meat and live animals;

Recognizing  the importance of production and trade in bovine meat and
live animals for the economies of many countries, especially for certain
developed and developing countries;

Mindful  of their obligations to the principles and objectives of the General
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (hereinafter referred to as "General
Agreement" or "GATT");1

Determined, in carrying out the aims of this Arrangement to implement
the principles and objectives agreed upon in the Tokyo Declaration of
Ministers, dated 14 September 1973 concerning the Multilateral Trade
Negotiations, in particular as concerns special and more favourable treatment
for developing countries;

The participants in the present Arrangement have, through their
representatives, agreed as follows:

PART ONE

GENERAL PROVISIONS

Article I

Objectives

The objectives of this Arrangement shall be:

(1) to promote the expansion, ever greater liberalization and stability of the
international meat and livestock market by facilitating the progressive
dismantling of obstacles and restrictions to world trade in bovine meat
and live animals,

_______________
¹This provision applies only among GATT contracting parties.
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including those which compartmentalize this trade, and by improving
the international framework of world trade to the benefit of both
consumer and producer, importer and exporter;

(2) to encourage greater international co-operation in all aspects affecting the
trade in bovine meat and live animals with a view in particular to greater
rationalization and more efficient distribution of resources in the
international meat economy;

(3) to secure additional benefits for the international trade of developing
countries in bovine meat and live animals through an improvement in
the possibilities for these countries to participate in the expansion of
world trade in these products by means of inter alia:

(a) promoting long-term stability of prices in the context of an expanding
world market for bovine meat and live animals; and

(b) promoting the maintenance and improvement of the earnings of
developing countries that are exporters of bovine meat and live
animals;

the above with a view thus to deriving additional earnings, by means of
securing long-term stability of markets for bovine meat and live animals;

(4) to further expand trade on a competitive basis taking into account the
traditional position of efficient producers.

Article II

Product Coverage

This Arrangement applies to bovine meat.  For the purpose of this
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shall, on a regular basis, enter into the discussions provided in Article IV:1 (c)
with a view to exploring the possibilities of achieving the objectives of the
present Arrangement, in particular the further dismantling of obstacles to
world trade in bovine meat and live animals.  Such discussions should
prepare the way for subsequent consideration of possible solutions of trade
problems consistent with the rules and principles of the GATT, which could
be jointly accepted by all the parties concerned, in a balanced context of
mutual advantages.

6. Any participant may raise before the Council any matter¹ affecting this
Arrangement, inter alia, for the same purposes provided for in paragraph 2 of
this Article.  The Council shall, at the request of a participant, meet within a
period of not more than fifteen days to consider any matter¹ affecting the
present Arrangement.

PART TWO

Article V

Administration of the Arrangement

1. International Meat Council

An International Meat Council shall be established within the framework
of the GATT.  The Council shall comprise representatives of all participants to
the Arrangement and shall carry out all the functions which are necessary to
implement the provisions of the Arrangement.  The Council shall be serviced
by the GATT secretariat. The Council shall establish its own rules of
procedure, in particular the modalities for consultations provided for in
Article IV.

2. Regular and special meetings

The Council shall normally meet at least twice each year.  However the
Chairman may call a special meeting of the Council either on his own
initiative, or at the request of a participant to this Arrangement.
_______________

¹Note: It is confirmed that the term "matter" in this paragraph includes any matter which
is covered by multilateral agreements negotiated within the framework of the Multilateral Trade
Negotiations, in particular those bearing on export and import measures.  It is further confirmed
that the provisions of Article IV, paragraph 6, and this footnote are without prejudice to the rights
and obligations of the Parties to such agreements.
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3. Decisions

The Council shall reach its decisions by consensus.  The Council shall be
deemed to have decided on a matter submitted for its consideration if no
member of the Council formally objects to the acceptance of a proposal.

4. Co-operation with other organizations

The Council shall make whatever arrangements are appropriate for
consultation or co-operation with intergovernmental and non-governmental
organizations.
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(d) The entry into force of this Arrangement shall entail the abolition of
the International Meat Consultative Group.

2. Provisional application

Any government may deposit with the Director-General to the
CONTRACTING PARTIES to the GATT a declaration of provisional
application of this Arrangement.  Any government depositing such a
declaration shall provisionally apply this Arrangement and be provisionally
regarded as participating in this Arrangement.

3. Entry into force

This Arrangement shall enter into force, for those participants having
accepted it, on 1 January 1980.  For participants accepting this Arrangement
after that date, it shall be effective from the date of their acceptance.

4. Validity

This Arrangement shall remain in force for three years.  The duration of
this Arrangement shall be extended for further periods of three years at a
time, unless the Council, at least eighty days prior to each date of expiry,
decides otherwise.

5. Amendment

Except where provision for modification is made elsewhere in this
Arrangement the Council may recommend an amendment to the provisions
of this Arrangement.  The proposed amendment shall enter into force upon
acceptance by the governments of all participants.

6. Relationship between the Arrangement and the GATT

Nothing in this Arrangement shall affect the rights and obligations of
participants under the GATT.¹

7. Withdrawal

Any participant may withdraw from this Arrangement.  Such withdrawal
shall take effect upon the expiration of sixty days from the date on which
written notice of withdrawal is received by the Director-General to the
CONTRACTING PARTIES to the GATT.
______________

¹This provision applies only among GATT contracting parties.


