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3 CR 
In 

Conversation 
In 

conversation 
World Trade Organization 

(WTO) 

Join the WTO Director-General for a conversation with a personality from the 
sports world. 

Panellists: 

¶ Gianni Infantino, President, FIFA 

¶ Dr. Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala, Director-General, World Trade Organization 
(WTO) 

Moderator: 

o Julianna Tatelbaum, Reporter and Anchor, CNBC 
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4  

Salle 
des 

pas 

perdu 

Meet 
the 

Author 

Trade 

Links: 

New 
Rules 

for a 

New 
World 

World Trade 
Organization 

(WTO) 

This book spells out in fascinating detail the multitude of links that are increasingly connecting the global 
population and brilliantly explains why sustainable development is a critical issue for the 21st century. 

Jim Bacchus describes how the multilateral trade rules can and must be upgraded and implemented to 

avoid disaster and to secure the benefits that could flow to all mankind, illustrating in captivating detail 
why today and in the future, self-interest constitutes shared interest. He explores solutions to combat 

future pandemics and climate change, and advance sustainable development. All while continuing to 

foster free trade. 

Author: 

¶ James Bacchus, Director, Center for Global Economic and Environmental Opportunity, University 
of Central Florida 

Discussants: 

¶ Juneyoung Lee, Legal Affairs Officer, Trade and Environment Division, World Trade Organization 

(WTO)
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7 S2 
Working 

Session 

How to Leverage 

on Innovation to 
Increase 

Sustainability of 

Food Systems 

and Trade 
Policies 

CropLife 

International 
(CLI) 

World 

Farmers' 
Organization 

(WFO) 

Feeding and caring for a growing global population affected by chronic hunger, malnutrition, 
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8 S3 
Working 

Session 

Is 

Nature 
the 

Trade-

Off?  

International 

Chamber of 

Commerce 
United 

Kingdom 

(ICC United 
Kingdom) 

International trade is inextricably linked to biodiversity loss directly and indirectly. To deliver a trade 
agenda for a sustainable future, there is an urgent need to address the importance of biodiversity 

preservation within the trade/environment agenda and utilise innovative solutions to preserve 

biodiversity as we build back better. Despite being a driver of biodiversity loss, the role of 
international trade in helping combat biodiversity loss along the global supply chain has never been 

greater. With the hope of COP15 ending will a global agreement on biodiversity framework, it will 

require countries to address the underlying economic drivers of biodiversity loss throughout the global 
supply chain relying on international trade. This session aims to convene business representatives, 

negotiators, regulators, and experts to discuss the role of trade in biodiversity conservation. It focuses 

on practical solutions to overcome the barriers to trade sustainably in line with post-2020 biodiversity 
framework.  

Panellists: 

¶ Owen Bethell, Senior Manager Environmental Impact, Global Public Affairs, Nestlé  

¶ Kat Bruce, Founder & Director, NatureMetrics 

¶ Marianne Kettunen, Senior Policy Advisor & Head of Partnerships, Forum on Trade, 
Environment & the SDGs (TESS) 

Moderator: 

o Simon Manley, Ambassador and Permanent Representative to the WTO, Permanent 

Mission of the United Kingdom to the United Nations Office and other International 
Organizations 
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9 D 
Working 

Session 

With a Little Help From 
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10  E Workshop 

Supporting 

Underrepresented 

Exporters in the 

Global Recovery: 
From Theory to 

Practice 

Global 

Affairs 

Canada 
(GAC) 

The COVID-19 pandemic has affected every corner of the world, every country, and every 
industry. Businesses owned by women, indigenous peoples, and other underrepresented 

groups were generally hard-hit, as they are more often found in services industries, located 

in remote communities, compelled to care for family members, or faced other challenges. 
It is vital for policymakers to ensure that these entrepreneurs can thrive in the global 

recovery. This session will share best-practices in supporting women, Indigenous peoples, 

and other entrepreneurs to succeed internationally. Speakers will take stock of the 
progress that has been made in the inclusion of underrepresented entrepreneurs in 

international trade and share initiatives that support them in the global recovery. The role 

of technology will be explored, including the importance of e-commerce and innovations in 
helping exporters reach global markets.  

Panellists: 

¶ Marcia Banda, Head of the Inclusive Trade Department, Undersecretary of 

International Economic Affairs of Chile 

¶ Clare Kelly, Ambassador and Permanent Representative to the WTO, Permanent 
Mission of New Zealand to the World Trade Organization (WTO) 

¶ Jacqueline Palladini, Deputy Director, Global Affairs Canada (GAC) 

¶ Dora Rodríguez Romero, Deputy Permanent Representative to the WTO, Permanent 
Mission of Mexico to the World Trade Organization (WTO) 

Moderator: 

o Marie-France Paquet, Chief Economist, Global Affairs Canada 
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12

 EN, 

FR 

B 
Working 

Session 

How to Use 
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13  A 
Information 

session 

MC12 

Geneva 
Package: 

Agriculture 

WTO 

Agriculture 

and 
Commodities 

Division 

(WTO) 

WTO Members adopted during the 12th WTO Ministerial Conference a Declaration on the 
Emergency Response to Food Insecurity and a Decision on the Exemption of WFP Food 

Purchases from Export Prohibitions or Restrictions. These two outcomes demonstrated WTO’s 

ability to deliver concrete results to address contemporary challenges facing the global 
community. This session will give participants an opportunity to enhance their understanding 

of and discuss the outcomes that were agreed in June and their possible follow up. It will also 

discuss more broadly the state of play in the WTO agriculture negotiations and current efforts 
to revitalize these negotiations which commenced in 2000. Participants will have the 

opportunity to express their views on how WTO Members could build on the renewed 

momentum to make substantive progress in the negotiations overcoming the myriad of 
challenges that have been encountered. 

Panellists: 

¶ Edwini Kessie, Director, Agriculture and Commodities Division, World Trade 
Organization (WTO) 
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14 W 
Working 

Session 

Food Security 

as a Key 
Element of a 

More Resilient, 

Sustainable, 
and Inclusive 

Trading System 

Inter-

Parliamentary 
Union (IPU) 

European 

Parliament 

(EP) 

Concerns over global food insecurity have emerged as one of the most pressing current 
issues, in particular in view of the ongoing war in Ukraine, one of the world’s top exporters 

of key agricultural products. This adds to the already severe situation caused by COVID-19, 

which has led to soaring prices for agricultural products and their inputs. Therefore, finding 
solutions for improved resilience in global food supply chains remains a top priority. In this 

panel, Members will seek to address food security fears by looking at what steps can be 

taken, in particular by Parliamentarians, to facilitate trade's central role in ensuring that 
food is available to those in need, while also addressing the concerns of producers 

regarding the need to ensure sufficient domestic supply.  

Panellists: 

¶ Joaquim Amaral, Coordinating Minister for Economic Affairs, Timor Leste 

¶ Ekaterina Krivonos, Senior Economist, Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 

¶ Helmut Scholz, Member of the European Parliament, European Parliament 

Moderator: 

o Javier Moreno Sánchez, Member of the Committee on International Trade, 
European Parliament (EP) 
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15  S1 Workshop 

The Trade 

System Is 

Changing: 
Can it 

Deliver for 

the 
Future?  

International 

Institute for 

Sustainable 

Development 
(IISD) 

International 

Chamber of 

Commerce 
(ICC) 

CUTS 
International 

The trade system is changing. Under pressure to simultaneously deliver results that help 
economies leverage technology for recovery and support ambitious environmental objectives, 
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16 S2 
Working 

Session 

How trade 

can support 
the 

sustainable 

production of 
agricultural 

commodities 

Permanent Mission of 

the United Kingdom to 
the United Nations 

Office and other 

International 
Organizations at 

Geneva 

Permanent Mission of 

Uruguay to the WTO 

and other International 
Economic Organizations 

in Geneva 

Misión Permanente del 

Paraguay ante la Oficina 

de las Naciones Unidas 
en Ginebra 

Misión Permanente del 

Ecuador ante la OMC y 

otros Organismos 
Económicos 

Internacionales con 
sede en Ginebra 

Mission permanente de 

la Suisse près l'OMC et 
l'AELE (CEE/ONU, 

CNUCED, CCI) 

The FAO projects that the world needs to produce about 50% more agricultural 
commodities by 2050 than in 2012. This increased productivity must occur with 

efficient use of natural resources including land, reduced emissions, and enhanced 

resilience. Agriculture is both a victim – decreasing yields and shifting 
agroecosystem boundaries – and a cause of climate change – generating significant 

greenhouse gas emissions and contributing to deforestation. Transition towards 

more sustainability in agricultural production and food systems is essential. A 
diverse panel – representing consuming and producing countries, international 

organisations and NGOs operating in the area of sustainable agriculture – will 

examine the role of international trade in implementing this transition in a way that 
leaves no one behind, assures the quality of life of producers including the most 

vulnerable, reflects consumers’ desire for improved sustainability of the goods they 

buy, and meets the world’s environmental, food security  and development needs.  

Panellists: 

¶ Pascale Bonzom, Global Project Manager, United Nations Development 

Programme (UNDP) 

¶ José Luis Cancela, Ambassador and Permanent Representative to the WTO, 

Permanent Mission of Uruguay to the World Trade Organization (WTO) and 
other International Economic Organizations 

¶ Michèle Däppen, International lawyer, Swiss Federal Office for Agriculture 

¶ Joshua Wickerham, Membership and engagement manager, ISEAL 

Moderator: 

o Simon Manley, Ambassador and Permanent Representative to the 

WTO, Permanent Mission of the United Kingdom to the United 
Nations Office and other International Organizations 
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18 D 
Working 

Session 

How Another Expansion of the WTO’s 
Information Technology Agreement (ITA-3) 

Would Drive Inclusivity, De-Carbonization, 

Medical Innovation, Sustainability, and 
Supply Chain Resilience for Both Developed 

and Developing Economies Alike 

Semiconductor 
Industry 

Association 
(SIA) 

Semiconductor 
and 

Electronics 

Industries in 
the Philippines 

Foundation 

(SEIPI) 

The pandemic highlighted the importance of ICT in supporting 
essential activities in a global crisis and building a more 

resilient and sustainable society. Many products covered by 

ITA-2 in 2015 proved indispensable in helping the world 
develop new treatments for COVID-19, facilitated virtual work 

and education, and laid the groundwork for a post-pandemic 

economic recovery. However, not a single product has been 
added to the ITA agreement since 2015, even though the tech 

sector is bursting with innovation. Join the Semiconductor 

Industry Association (SIA) and the Semiconductor and 
Electronics Industries in the Philippines Foundation (SEIPI) to 

explore the critical role of an ITA3 in bridging the digital 

divide, helping address climate change, promoting remote 
healthcare solutions, and making supply chains more resilient 

for both developing and developed countries. The session will 

also discuss the importance of expanding ITA membership. 

Panellists: 

¶ Siobhan Das, Executive Director, AmCham Malaysia 

¶ Devi Keller, Director of Government Relations, Texas 

Instruments 

¶ Dan Lachica, President, Semiconductor & Electronics 

Industries in the Philippines (SEIPI) 

¶ Ashley Miller, Executive Vice President, Advanced 
Medical Technology Association (AdvaMed) 

Moderator: 

o John Neuffer, CEO and President, 

Semiconductor Industry Association (SIA) 
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19 E 
Working 
Session 

Recent Trends in Carbon 
Border Adjustment 

Mechanisms: Technical, Legal, 

Trade and Economic Policy 
Considerations from the 

Perspective of Emerging 

Economies 

Brazilian 

National 

Confederation 
of Industry 

(CNI) 

The session will give the floor to trade specialists, industry representatives, 
and academics to provide an overview of carbon border adjustment 
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20 F 
Working 
Session 

How Can Trade and Trade 

Policy Contribute to a More 

Resilient and Sustainable 
Fashion Apparel Supply 

Chain in the Post-COVID 

Recovery? 

University 

of 
Delaware 

(UDEL) 

Apparel is a $2.5 trillion global business, involving over 120 million workers 
worldwide and playing a uniquely critical role in the post-COVID economic recovery. 

The session intends to facilitate constructive dialogue regarding the progress, 

challenges, and opportunities of building a more resilient and sustainable fashion 
apparel supply chain in the post-COVID world, which matters significantly to all 

stakeholders, from fashion brands, garment workers, policymakers to ordinary 

consumers. The session will help you understand: 1) Why does building a more 
resilient and sustainable fashion apparel supply chain matter in the post-COVID 

world? What role can trade and trade policy play? 2) What significant progress has 

made the apparel supply chain more resilient and sustainable? What key challenges 
remain and why? 3) What needs to be done further to make the apparel supply 

chain more resilient and sustainable, particularly in the setting of the post-COVID 

world? 

Panellists: 

¶ Kekeli Ahiable, Advisor, Tony Blair Institute 

¶ Ralph Kamphöner, Head of EU Office, Confederation of the German Textile 

and Fashion Industry 

¶ Sheng Lu, Associate Professor, University of Delaware 

¶ Arianna Rossi, Senior Research and Policy Specialist, International Labour 
Organization (ILO) 

Moderator: 

o 
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21

 EN, 

FR 

B 
Working 

Session 

Towards 

Sustainable and 

Inclusive Dispute 

Resolution: 
Mediation as an 

Alternative to 

Expensive and 
Inconclusive 

Litigation 

GenevaTradeLaw.com 

(GTL) 

At MC12, Ministers committed themselves “to conduct discussions with the view 
to having a fully and well-functioning dispute settlement system accessible to all 

M
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24 S2 
Working 
Session 

Democratic 

Technological 

Development and 
Overcoming the 

Digital Divide in 

the post-Covid 

recovery 

Rosa 

Luxemburg 
Stiftung 
(RLS) 

IT for 

Change 
(ITfC) 

Transnational 
Institute 

(TNI) 

transform! 

Europe (t!) 

The "Années folles" of the 21st century are marked by enormous economic shocks 
throughout the world on the one hand and a roaring digitalisation of the advanced 

economies on the other hand. The scramble for data is in full swing, as data is the new 

raw material on which to build the digital transformation of economies, while the level of 
development of digital technologies and e-commerce capacities promises a prosperous 

future - for some. The so-called “digital divide” may deepen cleavages in international 

trade for decades to come. In this working session, we will discuss how to shape a digital 
economic transformation that helps to establish a resilient, sustainable, and inclusive 

trading system for all. 

Panellists: 

¶ Ekaitz Cancela, Journalist and researcher 

¶ Aitor Montesa, Head of Digital Trade Sector, European Commission, DG Trade 

¶ Sofia Scasserra, Economist, Associate researcher with the Transnational Institute  

¶ Parminder Jeet Singh, Executive director, IT for Change 

Moderator: 

o Helmut Scholz, Member of the European Parliament, European Parliament 
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27 E 
Working 

Session 

Post-MC12: 

What WTO 

Agenda for a 

Sustainable 
and Inclusive 

Future?  

Our World Is 

Not For Sale 
(OWINFS) 

East African 

Trade Union 

Confederation 
(EATUC) 

Rede 
Brasileira 

pela 

Integração 
dos Povos 
(REBRIP) 

Indonesia for 

Global Justice 
(IGJ) 

In the aftermath of MC12, WTO Members must reckon with the shifting views on the role of 
multilateralism; global inequalities which were vastly exacerbated during the pandemic. 

Likewise, in many countries of all regions the old liberalization models are being complicated 

by an increased focus on securing domestic production in manufacturing, in medicines, and 
for food security. What implications does the new juncture have for ongoing mandates at the 

WTO, such as the Development Agenda or a Permanent Solution for Public Stockholding? 

How do the outcomes of MC12 portend for countries' ability to use trade to foment 
sustainable recovery, such as using strategies under the green new deal umbrella, including 

creating jobs in sustainability industries and digital industrialization? Will the increasing turn 

towards plurilaterals undermine the entire multilateralism of the WTO? Is the WTO “reform” 
agenda headed in the right direction, and what direction should that be?  

Panellists: 

¶ Rashmi Banga, Globalization and Development Strategies, United Nations Conference 

on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) 

¶ Jane Kelsey, Professor Emeritus of Law, University of Auckland 

¶ Vahini Naidu, Coordinator, Trade and Development Program, South Centre 

¶ Brajendra Navnit, Ambassador and Permanent Representative to the WTO, Mission of 
India to the World Trade Organization (WTO) 

Moderator: 

o Deborah James, Director of International Programs, Center for Economic & 
Policy Research (CEPR) 
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29  B Workshop 

The Future 

of Services 
Trade is 

Sustainable 

UK 

Professional 

and 

Business 
Services 

Council 

(PBSC) 

This session, organised by EY will bring together government officials, professional bodies, and 
service providers to explore the fundamental changes that environmental services trade is 

currently undergoing. The session will also delve into how technological developments are 

fundamentally changing how they are being traded. Ensuring the dissemination of knowledge 
and technical know-how is crucial to the development of environmental services providers in 

developing countries to support sustainable development. Drawing on their personal experiences 

of providing and developing cross-border environmental services, the panellists will discuss: • 
Will all services provided will have an environmental component in the future? • How to ensure 

that these the knowledge and delivery of these services are available to companies looking to 

build capacity in developing countries? • How best to harness the opportunities and challenges of 
digital technology to the provision of services, focusing on WTO initia tives including TESSD, e-

commerce and domestic regulation?  

Panellists: 

¶ Rebecca Fisher Lamb, Ambassador and Deputy Permanent Representative, Permanent 
Mission of the United Kingdom to the United Nations Office and other International 

Organizations at Geneva 

¶ Maryan Hassan, Managing Director, Empirical Revolution Partners & Former Chief 

Negotiator to the WTO (Accession of Somalia) 

¶ Jodie Keane, Senior Research Fellow, Overseas Development Institute (ODI) 

¶ Colette van der Ven, Founding Director, TULIP Consulting 

Moderator: 

o George Riddell, Director of Trade, Ernst & Young (EY) 
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30  A 
Working 
Session 

WTO 

Gender 

Research 
Hub 

Think 

Up! 

World Trade 

Organization 
(WTO) 

The WTO Gender Research Hub discusses new findings on the link between trade and gender and 
proposes methodologies to improve research work on the topic. Trade and gender experts are 

brought together with stakeholders in the field to bring together legal and economic research and 

practical experience to provide a comprehensive and practical analysis of trade and gender issues.  

Panellists: 

¶ Anoush der Boghossian, Head of Trade and Gender Unit, Development Division, World Trade 

Organization (WTO) 

¶ Jane Korinek, Trade Policy Analyst, Organisation for Economic Cooperation and 

Development (OECD) 

¶ Lolita Laperle-Forget, Trade and Gender Officer, Development Division, World Trade 
Organization (WTO) 

¶ Simonetta Zarrilli, Chief of the Trade, Gender and Development Programme, United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) 

Moderator: 

o Theresa Carpenter, Affiliate Faculty, University of Sussex 







28 September 2022 

10:30-11:30 
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32 

 
CR Podcast 

The Economist Asks 

the WTO Director-

General 

The 

Economist 

Live recording of The Economist Asks hosted by Anne McElvoy and Henry Curr. One 
question will be posed to the Director-General, followed up with lively debate. 

 

Panellists: 

¶ Henry Curr, Economics Editor, The Economist 
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34 S1 
Working 

Session 

Friend-
shoring, 

concerted 

unilateralism 

and WTO 
reform  

European 

University 

Institute 

(EUI) 

Rising geo-political tensions among major powers, amplified by Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, 
increasing willingness by countries to link access to markets to pursuit of non-trade objectives, 

and inability of WTO members to resolve disagreements on a range of issues challenge the view 

that WTO can continue with business as usual. This panel will discuss two alternative viewpoints. 
One calls for WTO reforms that “fixes the machine” to better serve members in resolving disputes 

and supporting negotiation of new agreements. Another is that no feasible reform can address the 

fundamental tensions caused by differences in economic and political systems of the large powers 
and that what is needed is cooperation among like-minded nations (“friend-shoring”) outside the 

WTO, including concerted (coordinated) unilateralism. The panel will consider the implications of a 

move towards “friend-shoring” for international business, global value chains and developing 
countries. 

Panellists: 

¶ Anabel González, Deputy Director-General, World Trade Organization (WTO) 

¶ Merit E. Janow, Dean Emerita, School of International and Public Affairs (SIPA) 

¶ Cecilia Malmström, Dr., Senior Fellow, Peterson Institute for International Economics; 

senior advisor Covington & Burling 

¶ Petros Mavroidis, Professor, Columbia Law School 

Moderator: 

o Bernard Hoekman, Professor, European University Institute (EUI) 
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36 S3 
Working 
Session 

Food Security: What 

Trade Policies Balance 

Domestic Food 
Supply and Demand 

in Times of Crisis? 

Swiss 

Farmers 
Union 
(SFU) 

Canadian 

Federation 

of 
Agriculture 

(CFA) 

Norwegian 

Farmers 
Union 

(NFU) 

Agriculture is prone to wild, volatile price swings due to economic and political factors. In 
combination with rising energy prices in 2021, global food and production prices 

increased to worrying levels. These high prices mean that many countries can no longer 

afford to buy enough food to feed their population. The international community is 
working towards ensuring open trade and supply of basic foodstuffs to mitigate the 

situation which is prone to deteriorate with climate change and further political 

instability. The current situation has led governments to rethink their strategy with 
respect to the importance of food security, control of domestic production entities and 

trade ties with accountable partners. This working session aims to address these 

challenges. The panellists will discuss various approaches to mitigate food insecurity and 
which trade policies would help balance domestic food supply and demand to improve 

food security in times of present and future crises. 

Panellists: 

¶ Keith Currie, Vice-President, Canadian Federation of Agriculture (CFA) 

¶ Egil Chr
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41  A 
Information 

session 

Using the 

ePing 

SPS&TBT 
Platform to 

navigate 

the 
regulatory 

landscape 
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43 CR 
Working 

Session 

Transformational 
Reforms to Build 

a 21st-Century 

Competitive 

Economy 

National 

Competitiveness 

Center (NCC) 

KSA’s Vision 2030 realized the global trade challenges, and transformed them into 
opportunities to improve inclusion and sustainability: • Globally by: o Transforming 

Saudi into a global and regional trade hub; connecting the East with the West and 

facilitating global trade o revamping its logistics strategy for large scale trade o 
establishing economic zones and hubs o Investing in digital infrastructure • Locally – 

Implemented a collaborative model with the private sector and international 

organizations to develop reforms: o Continuous policies consultations o Enhancing 
Government service efficiency o Opening up the country’s e-commerce potential o 

Reducing trade overhead using digital technologies o Socio-economic reforms related to 

women inclusion and empowerment o Skills Development and Global Talent attraction 
This session will bring together a panel of government and private sector 

representatives. Government panellists will cover the importance of agility and 

adaptiveness in government policies. Private sector panellists will showcase success 
stories and lessons learned and how to drive an impactful public-private collaboration.  

Panellists: 

¶ Eiman Al Mutairi, Vice Minister of Commerce and the CEO of the National 

Competitiveness Center (NCC), Ministry of Commerce / National 
Competitiveness Center 

¶ Abdulaziz Alhouti, Chief Investment Officer, Jahez International Company 

¶ Rebeca Grynspan, Secretary-General, United Nations Conference on Trade and 

Development 

¶ Matthew Stephenson, Head of Investment Policy and Practice, World Economic 

Forum 

¶ David Weller, Director of Economic Policy, Google 

Moderator: 

o Crispin Conroy, ICC Representative Director, and the ICC Permanent 
Observer to the United Nations, in Geneva, International Chamber of 
Commerce (ICC) 
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45 S2 
Working 

Session 

From Free 
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46 S3 
Working 

Session 

Women at the 
Heart of 

Human-

Centred 
Recovery for a 

Sustainable 

Future 

Organisation 
of Women in 

Trade, 

Brussels 
(OWIT 

Brussels) 

Organisation 

of Women in 

Trade, 
United 

Kingdom 

(OWIT UK) 

Industry 4.0 has triggered a lot of rethinking of policies in terms of professions, independent 
workers and employment relationship, and work-
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47 D 
Working 

Session 

Web 3.0 and the 

Metaverse: How 

the Next Phase of 

the Internet Can 
Support Equitable 

Development 

XR 

Association 
(XRA) 

The growing role of data and technology has a palpable impact on trade and development in 
the real economy. In particular, much has been made of the metaverse, which has been 

called the successor to the mobile internet, the immersive internet, and the decentralized 

internet. It is driven by virtual/augmented reality devices that immerse users in digital 
spaces, and soon a new generation of devices that merge physical and digital experiences. 

These emerging technologies have the potential to disrupt traditional modes of commerce 

and economic development and offer new opportunities for individuals, businesses, and 
governments. How can policymakers leverage this revolution in technology development to 
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48 E 
Working 
Session 

The Agricultural-

Livestock Production 
System and Trade as 

Part of the Solution to 

Climate Change 

Cámara 
Argentina de 

Comercio y 
Servicios 

International 

Chamber of 
Commerce 

Argentina 

(ICC 
Argentina) 

International 

Chamber of 

Commerce 
(ICC) 

Italian 
Chamber of 

Commerce in 
Argentina 

Food and 
Agriculture 

Organization 
(FAO) 

Brazilian Rice 

Industry 
Association 

(ABIARROZ ) 

In this working session we will discuss about the central role and benefits of the 
agricultural-livestock production system and trade, in the context of the UN 

Sustainable Development Goal 2 – End hunger, achieve food security and improved 

nutrition and promote sustainable agriculture. 

Panellists: 

¶ Ercole de Vito, Agri-food Lead and Head of Business Development and 

External Relations, International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) 

¶ Claudio Farabola, General Director, Italian Chamber of Commerce in 
Argentina 

¶ Ekaterina Krivonos, Senior Economist, Food and Agriculture Organization 

(FAO) 

¶ Carolina Matos, Export manager, Brazilian Rice Industry Association 
(ABIARROZ) 

Moderator: 

o Marcelo Elizondo, International Business expert, Chair ICC 
Argentina 
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51  A 
Information 

session 

MC12 Geneva 
Package: The 

WTO's Pandemic 

Response including 
the Decision on the 

TRIPS Agreement 

WTO 

Intellectual 
Property, 

Government 

Procurement 
and 

Competition 

Division 
(WTO) 

The WTO's 12th Ministerial Conference adopted two outcomes dealing with the 
COVID-19 pandemic: a wide-ranging Ministerial Declaration on the WTO Response 

to the COVID-19 Pandemic and Preparedness for Future Pandemics, and a specific 

Decision on the TRIPS Agreement. The Declaration frames a general trade policy 
response to the pandemic and calls on WTO bodies to work on lessons learned and 

challenges experienced during the pandemic, including on export restrictions, food 

security, intellectual property, regulatory cooperation, services, tariff classification, 
technology transfer, trade facilitation, and transparency. The TRIPS Decision 

provides a platform for members to work together to diversify vaccine production 

capacity, by clarifying intellectual property policy options for Members, including an 
array of emergency use measures, and by providing a targeted waiver that 

addresses specific problems identified during the pandemic, especially facilitating 

and streamlining vaccine exports and supplying humanitarian programs. This 
session will provide an opportunity to learn more in depth about the background to 

these outcomes and their significance for the wider international efforts to tackle 

COVID-19 and to prepare for future pandemics. 

Panellists: 

¶ Anabel González, Deputy Director-General, World Trade Organization (WTO) 



28 September 2022 

15:45-17:00 

Session Room Type Title Organizer Abstract 

52 W 
Working 

Session 

Building Resilience, 

Circular Economy, 
and an Inclusive 

Energy Transition: 

How can Trade 
Policy Help? 

Permanent Mission 

of Finland to the 

United Nations 
Office and 

International 

Organizations in 
Geneva 

Permanent Mission 
of Uruguay to the 

WTO and other 

International 
Economic 

Organizations in 

Geneva 

Reaching climate objectives and building sustainable growth requires rethinking 
energy transition from the current fossil fuel-based energy systems to renewables 

and greater energy efficiency. Energy transition to a low-carbon, more sustainable 

and circular economy requires a structural change and a true paradigm shift. To 
enable this, trade and investment policies play a key role, also providing 

opportunities for more trade and sustainable jobs. Several countries are on this 

path. Uruguay, for instance, is taking forward a significant energy transition, while 
Finland's energy sector has its own roadmap for becoming circular, supporting the 

goal of becoming carbon-neutral and the first fossil-free welfare society by 2035. 

As countries are rebuilding their economies after the pandemic, circular economy 
solutions can drive more sustainable growth and boost transition to sustainable 

energy systems. At the interactive and inclusive session, experts and audience will 

discuss how circular economy solutions can help drive the energy transition and 
the role of trade. 

Panellists: 

¶ José Luis Cancela, Ambassador and Permanent Representative to the WTO, 

Permanent Mission of Uruguay to the World Trade Organisation (WTO) and 
other International Economic Organizations 

¶ Johannes Lehken, Vice President Public Affairs, Neste 

¶ Joachim Monkelbaan, Climate Trade Lead, World Economic Forum (WEF) 

¶ Pasi-Heikki Vaaranmaa, Director, Trade Policy Unit, Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs of Finland 

Moderator: 

o Alice Tipping, Lead, Sustainable Trade, International Institute for 
Sustainable Development (IISD) 
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57  E Podcast 

Trade 
Winds with 

Cecilia 

Malmström 

Peterson 
Institute for 

International 
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59  B Workshop 

Framing the 
Future of Trade 

Through 

Increased 
Structured 

Engagement 

Between the WTO 
and Business 

Confederation 

of Swedish 
Enterprise 

(SN) 

The 

Federation of 

German 
Industries 

(BDI) 

The WTO has an important role to play in the economic recovery from the pandemic. 
For maximum effect, the WTO rulebook needs to be modernized. To frame the future of 

trade, the subtheme to which this session relates, and modernize the trade rulebook –
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61 W 
Working 

Session 

How Can Trade 

Support 
Pathways to 

Adaptation and 

the Transition to 

a Low-Carbon 
Future? 

World Bank 

Group 
(WBG) 

World Trade 
Organization 

(WTO) 

Trading in the low carbon transition requires a critical understanding of several aspects, e.g., 
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63 S2 
Working 

Session 

Climate & Trade 

Negotiators: 
Joining Hands 

Towards a 

Resilient & 
Sustainable 

Agriculture 

Permanent Mission of 

the Republic of Fiji to 
the United Nations 

Office and other 

International 
Organizations at 

Geneva 

Consumer Unity & 

Trust Society 
International, Geneva 

(CUTS International, 

Geneva) 

The agriculture sector has been facing tremendous crises of several forms, from 
the COVID-19 pandemic to the Ukraine war, worsened by the well-known effects 

of climate change on the agro-value chains worldwide. The agriculture sector is in 
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67 F 
Working 

Session 

Trade and 

Health 

after 
COVID-

19: The 

Services 
Dimension 

WTI 
Advisors 

(WTIA) 

This session aims to discuss how trade and investment in health services could be improved to 
better address the current pandemic or future ones. Until now, the health services sector has been 

the least open of all services sectors at the WTO, with many Members having no commitment in that 

regard. Yet, a lot could be done to allow a better access to medical attention during a pandemic, 
such as teleconsultations, temporary movement of health-related professionals, liberalization of 

insurance services, digitalization of healthcare systems. The panellists will take a closer look at 

different kinds of restrictions as well as relevant measures that can be adopted on a temporary basis 
in the short term or on a permanent basis to build the resilience of the hea lth system at the 

national, regional, and global levels. 

Panellists: 

¶ Alain Labrique, Director for the Department of Digital Health and Innovation, World Health 
Organization (WHO) 

¶ Joscelyn Magdeleine, Counsellor, Services Division, World Trade Organization (WTO) 

¶ Karen Muramatsu, Consultant, Global Trade and Regional Integration Unit, World Bank  

¶ Hannes Schloemann, Director, WTI Advisors 

Moderator: 

o Hadil Hijazi, Director, WTI Advisors 









o Anna Zaleski Mori, Head of Partnership and Programme Officer, SheTrades Initiative, 
International Trade Centre (ITC) 







29 September 2022 

11:30-12:45 

Session Room Type Title Organizer Abstract 

73 S2 
Working 

Session 

Narrowing 

gender gaps: 

the role of 
digital 

technologies 

and trade 
policy 

Subsecretaria 
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74 S3 
Working 

Session 

Facilitating 
Investment 

as a Driver 

for Green 
Growth 

Permanent 
Mission of the 

Federal Republic 

of Germany to the 
Office of the 

United Nations 
and WTO 

Federal Ministry of 

Economic Affairs 
and Climate 

Action (BMWK) 

Foreign direct investment (FDI) fell by 35% globally in 2020 during the COVID-19 pandemic 
but has since rebounded by 77%, with the majority of this rebound going to developed 

markets. While capital is available, it is not flowing to where it is most needed, risking a 

two-speed recovery, with the poorest left behind. Green FDI is especially needed to meet 
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in developing countries where homegrown 

resources may be fewer. There is a strong desire among both the public and private sectors 

to grow green FDI, but better understanding is needed on the right policy enablers and 
partnerships, including specific, targeted investment facilitation measures. The Public Forum 

Session will aim to identify the most impactful government measures that can facilitate 

green FDI. These measures can be supported by a future WTO Agreement on Investment 
Facilitation for Development, especially in the way the agreement will be implemented. In 

addition, the panel seeks to deliver a start-up perspective on investment facilitation. Young 

companies show disruptive approaches to products, services and markets. Timon Herzog, 
Managing Director of German energy start-up GRIPS Energy, will share his insights in this 
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76 E 
Working 
Session 

Regional 

Agreements, 

AfCFTA and 
the 

Vulnerable: 

Which WTO 
Reforms? 

Africa Trade 
Network (ATN) 

Southern and 
Eastern Trade 

Information and 

Negotiation 
Institute 

(SEATINI-

Uganda) 

Regional trade agreements like the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) must be 
compatible with the WTO. The relevant provision usually relied upon is Article XXIV of the 

GATT which requires liberalisation of substantially all trade. Under the AfCFTA this has 

been interpretated to mean liberalisation of 90 percent of trade in goods. For LDCs of 
Africa, this has posed two problems. Not only are they required to liberalise more than 

their obligations under the WTO, but such liberalisation faces them with economic loss to 

their developing country neighbours. The ability of the LDC members to benefit from the 
ACFTA is thus under question. Attempts to rectify this by applying alternative WTO 

provisions have also not proved popular due to in-built limitations. As more protocols are 

negotiated this tension between sustainable liberalisation which retains the rights of the 
LDCs and compatibility with the WTO is bound to become more pronounced. 

Panellists: 

¶ Tetteh Hormeku-Ajei, Head of Programmes, Third World Network-Africa (TWN-

Africa) 

¶ Xolelwa Mumbi-Peter, Ambassador and Permanent Representative to the WTO, 
Permanent Mission of the Republic of South Africa to the United Nations Office and 

other International Organizations at Geneva 

¶ Vahini Naidu, Programme Coordinator of the Trade for Development Programme, 

South Centre, Geneva 

¶ Jane Nalunga, Expert on trade, fiscal and investment related issues, Southern and 
Eastern Trade Information and Negotiation Institute (SEATINI-Uganda) 

Moderator: 

o Wullo Sylvester Bagooro, Programme Officer, Africa Trade Network (ATN) 
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78

 EN, 

FR 

B 
Working 
Session 

Cloud Seeding 
Sustainable 

Agriculture Trade: 

Harnessing 
Advanced 

Technology for 

Digital 
Transformation 

Asia Cloud 

Computing 
Association 

(ACCA) 

Technology has the potential to transform the agriculture sector, and how communities 
participate in global trade and value chains. The use of data and cloud-based 

technologies in particular have provided new insights that can improve decision-making 

and promote greater sustainability in agriculture. For example, data on soil type, 
irrigation, weather, yields, transportation, logistics, animal health, among others, can be 

analysed and processed to provide actionable insights for optimizing operations and 

greening cross-border supply-chains. Using technologies such as Machine Learning, 
Robotics, and Internet of Things (IoT) – powered by cloud computing – businesses, big 

and small have been able to harness data to drive more sustainable outcomes. As 

governments around the world advance national digital transformation strategies, 
forward-looking and open digital trade policies that incentivize the use of data-driven 

technologies in agriculture can drive more inclusive, productive, and sustainable 

economic outcomes. 

Panellists: 

¶ Daisy Little-Savage, Head of Digital Programmes, Producers Direct 

¶ Gary Loh, Chairman, DiMuto 

¶ Pimchanok Vonkorpon Pitfield, Ambassador and Permanent Representative to the 

WTO, Permanent Mission of Thailand to the World Trade Organization (WTO) and 
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79  A 
Working 
Session 

The Future 

of the 

TRIPS 

Agreement 
Post 

COVID-19 

(Part 2) 

The South 
Centre 

Sustainable recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic requires availability of medical technologies in 
all countries. To date, inequity in access continues. The interface of intellectual property and 

promotion of public health is central to this question. This session is a follow-up to the South 

Centre's 2021 WTO Public Forum working session, which kick-started a discussion on the future of 
the TRIPS Agreement after the Covid-19 pandemic. This session will bring together various 

stakeholders to discuss whether a reform of the TRIPS Agreement and/or authoritative 

interpretations of some its key provisions are needed, having in view the proposals made in 
response to a request for a waiver for the Covid-19 pandemic and other possible public-health 

oriented solutions. What are the existing limitations and opportunities within the current 

framework? What further actions could be taken under the WTO rules in order to promote access to 
medical technologies for a sustainable and equitable future? 

Panellists: 

¶ Fatima Hassan, Founder and Director, Health Justice Initiative, South Africa (NGO 

community) 

¶ Anne Orford, Melbourne Laureate Professor Michael D Kirby Professor of International Law, 
University of Melbourne (academic community) 

¶ Nirmalya Syam, Senior Programme Officer - Health, Intellectual Property and Biodiversity 

Programme, South Centre (IGO) 

¶ Siva Thambisetty, Associate Professor of Law, London School of Economics (LSE) 

Moderator: 

o Viviana Muñoz, Coordinator - Health, Intellectual Property and Biodiversity 
Programme, South Centre, South Centre (IGO) 
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81 W 
Working 

Session 

Sustainable Trade for 

Supply Chain Resilience: 
An Inclusive WTO 

Governance Addressing 

Labour and Climate 
Challenges 

European 
Economic 

and Social 

Committee 
(EESC) 

The pandemic exposed and enhanced supply chain vulnerabilities and the urgency 
for underpinning sustainability. The accent moved from supply chains efficiency to 

resilience: however, no supply chain can be truly resilient unless it is sustainable. 

This session will advocate strengthening main sustainability pillars in the WTO: an 
inclusive trade governance with decent labour rights and effective environmental 

standards, and broadened and sustained stakeholder involvement, all paramount for 

sustaining trust in the multilateral trading system and achieving the SDGs. It will 
showcase how and why they should be integrated, drawing experience from the US 

proposal addressing for the first-time forced labour in WTO trade negotiations on 

fisheries subsidies, and exploring relevant approaches for their integration. 
Panellists will consider possible systemic solutions and actions by the WTO. A more 

structured partnership with the ILO would be a fitting start; new leadership in both 

organizations is an opportunity for new impetus. 

Panellists: 

¶ 
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83 S2 
Working 
Session 

National and 

Global 

Instruments 
Supporting 

Sustainable and 

Responsible Fish 
Trade 

Food and 

Agriculture 

Organization 
of the 

United 

Nations 
(FAO) 

Fish is currently the most traded animal protein in value, with a diverse range of product 
types, resulting in a global and complex value chain. The FAO Code of Conduct for 

Responsible Fisheries (CCRF) addresses fisheries and aquaculture production and pos t-

harvest activities in the three dimensions of sustainability. Although voluntary, the CCRF 
provides the basis of other international instruments and national legislations. More recent 

instruments and national policies, using the CCRF as a parameter, set 
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84 S3 
Working 

Session 

Using Better Trade 

Rules and More 

International Standards 
to Improve the 

Resiliency of 

International Agri-Food 
Value Chains 

International Agri-

Food Network's 

Coalition for an 
Enhanced Codex 

(IAFN Coalition for 

an Enhanced 
Codex) 

The agricultural sector is a complex system given its impact on food security, 
public health, and climate. This complexity increases when the international 

trade of agricultural products is included, and when barriers to trade stand in 

the way of inclusive economic recovery. There are more agri-food products 
crossing international borders than ever before, and the efficiency of global 

supply chains is improving. New export supply chains of specialty crops are 

emerging and being grown and traded by small farmers in least developed 
countries – aided by access to improved technology, including digitisation a
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86 E 
Working 

Session 

Exploring Trade Rules for 

Long Term Food Security 
and Resilience in the 

Context of Multiple 

Crises: How to Move 
Forward After MC12 

Third World 

Network 

Trust India 
(TWN India) 

Madhyam 
Trust India 
(Madhyam) 

Society for 

International 
Development 

Italy (SID) 

This event will discuss the current and recurring challenges posed by the 
pandemic, political conflicts, and natural disasters to long-term food security with a 

special focus on developing countries, especially NFIDCs, and LDCs. Given the 

additional challenges global agriculture is facing and the concentration and 
volatility in global agricultural markets, the objective is to examine how the WTO 

can offer robust enough solutions for redress including through a stock-taking of 

the Agreement on Agriculture and building a constructive agenda as we move on 
from MC12. The workshop will undertake a methodical assessment of the current 

needs vis a vis the MC12 outcomes, map the range of Members’ positions and 

explore how to plug the gaps going forward, in order to design a responsive 
architecture for ensuring a robust and resilient global agricultural production and 

trading system that is able to deal with future crises. 

Panellists: 

¶ Helene Bank, Board Leader of the Norwegian Trade Campaign & Special 
Advisor to the Norwegian Alliance for The Welfare State, Independent 

Researcher 

¶ Abhijit Das, Trade Expert, Independent Researcher 

¶ Ahmed Maghawry Diab, Minister Plenipotentiary, Permanent Mission of 

Egypt to the UN and the WTO in Geneva 

¶ Yusuf İlker Salar, Agriculture Counsellor, Permanent Mission of Turkiye to 
the UN and the WTO in Geneva 

Moderator: 

o Ranja Sengupta, Senior Researcher and Head, Third World 

Network Trust India (TWN India) 
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88  B Workshop 

Alliances With the 

Youth for the 
Future of 

Agribusiness. 

Unsung Heroes, 
the Next 

Generation 

African 

Caribbean 
and Pacific 

Young 

Professionals 
Network 

(ACP YPN) 

Young agribusiness professionals are drivers of change to solve environmental, economic 
and social challenges. The future of trade is being shaped by them with solutions that 

have a strong focus on strategic local development, international networks while 

incorporating technology. ITC Alliances for Action and the ACP Young Professional 
Network, under the publication “Unsung Heroes: The Next Generation”, present a 
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Information 

session 
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92 S2 
Working 

Session 

Digital 

Trade and 

Services 
Standards 

Coalition 

of Services 

Industries 
(CSI) 

Across the globe, services suppliers are expected to abide by a growing number of standards and 
certifications in areas such as privacy, cybersecurity, and AI. Unfortunately, standards-setting in 

these areas may fall short in terms of transparency and due process. That’s because while the TBT 

Agreement governs the use of standards applied to goods, and the GATS applies to the overall trade 
in services, there are currently no corresponding rules that govern standards on digitally enabled 

services. As a result, some standards applied to digital services may have a trade-distorting or 

discriminatory impact, serving as non-tariff barriers. In short, standards have begun to emerge as 
one of the biggest obstacles to the cross-border delivery of services. The issue matters to a broad, 

horizontal swath of industries that have come to rely on digitally-enabled services. There’s growing 

private sector interest in developing trade disciplines in this area. 

Panellists: 

¶ Courtney Edwards, First Secretary, Permanent Mission of Australia to the World Trade 

Organization (WTO) 

¶ Megan Funkhouser, Director of Policy, Tax and Trade, Information Technology Industry 

Council 

¶ Wei Guo Tang, First Secretary, Permanent Mission of the Republic of Singapore to the World 
Trade Organization (WTO) 

¶ Joe Whitlock, Executive Director, Global Data Alliance (GDA) 

Moderator: 

o Christine Bliss, President, Coalition of Services Industries (CSI) 
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93 S3 
Working 

Session 

Enhancing Integration of 
Landlocked Developing 

Countries (LLDCs) Into 

Global Trade for 
Sustainable COVID-19 

Recovery: The Role of 

Digital Technology 

Landlocked Developing 
Countries (LLDCs) 

The United Nations Office of 

the High Representative for 
the Least Developed 

Countries, Landlocked 

Developing Countries and 
Small Island Developing 

States (UNOHRLLS) 

The International Think Tank 

for Landlocked Developing 
Countries (ITTLLDC) 

LLDCs lack direct territorial access to the sea and are isolated from 
world markets. Complicated administrative transit procedures, 

multiple border crossings and inadequate infrastructure all 

substantially increase LLDCs trade costs. About 80% of LLDCS are 
commodities dependent and consequently vulnerable to shocks. 

Structural transformation is therefore fundamental to achieve 

sustainable recovery in LLDCs. LLDCs trade costs are estimates to 
be about 1.4 times higher than their coastal counterparts. The key 

prerequisites for technological advancement also lag behind. About 

65% of LLDC population are still offline and only 58% had access 
to electricity in 2019. Digital technology and its effective use can 
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94  D Workshop 

Trustworthy 
Data 

Spaces: A 

Dialogue 
Between 

North and 

South 

Diplo Foundation 

Swiss Federal 
Office of 

Communications, 

OFCOM, 

Switzerland 
(OFCOM, 

Switzerland) 

Geneva Internet 

Platform (GIP) 

Although data is non-rivalrous, data controllers have the capacity to restrict access to data 
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95

 EN, 

FR 

E 
Working 
Session 

How Digital 
Transformations 

Empowers 

Small 
Businesses' 

Resilience in 

the Asia Pacific 

Global 

Innovation 
Forum 

(GIF) 

Digital technologies and global markets can be key ingredients for the resilience and prosperity 
of micro, small, and medium enterprises (MSMEs). Enabled by digital tools, platforms, and 

services, MSMEs are reaching and selling to new customers across their borders more 
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97  B Workshop 

How Trade Can Drive 

Inclusive and 

Sustainable Food 
systems in Africa: 

Diversifying Production 

and Markets for More 
Resilience? 

Positive 

Agenda 
Advisory 

(P2A) 

This workshop will discuss the following issues: • Market diversification: Since the 
beginning of the Ukrainian crisis, Africa’s food crisis looms especially in some 

countries that depend heavily on export commodities and that will suffer from a 

deterioration in those products’ terms of trade. • The role of continental value chains: 
According to many experts, to achieve the transition to more productive and 

differentiated agriculture, and improve access to food domestically, the structural 

adjustments on the supply side, and opportunities on the demand side in domestic 
and foreign markets should be exploited. Strengthening regional trade relations with 

equally developed neighbouring countries is a way to leverage trade to make the 

transition to a more diversified economy. • How the AfCFTA could contribute to 
enhancing the regional trade of food: The recently established Africa Continental Free 

Trade Agreement (AfCFTA) may stimulate intra-Africa trade, accelerate export 

diversification, and diversify export destinations and types of goods produced in the 
region. 

Panellists: 

¶ Monde Nyambe, Principal Public Private Partnerships Investment Officer, 

African Development Bank Group 

¶ Charra Tesfaye Terfassa, Senior Associate – Trade and climate, E3G 

Moderator: 

o Hafsa El Bekri, Professor of International economics, Euromed 
University of Fes 
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98  A 
Information 

session 

MC12 
Geneva 

Package: 

The 
Agreement 

on 

Fisheries 
Subsidies 

WTO Rules 

Division 
(WTO) 

The Historic Agreement on Fisheries Subsidies was adopted at the 12th Ministerial Conference 
on 17 June 2022. This agreement is a win for the ocean, for fish and the people who depend on 

them. Importantly, it is also a win for multilateralism. Come and hear why. Here is your chance 

to take a deep dive into the disciplines - what the prohibitions are and how they operate. Come 
discuss with the WTO Secretariat Fish 
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99 W 
Working 

Session 

Building 

Back Better 

with 
Gender-

Responsive 

Public 
Procurement 

Ministry of Trade, 

Industry, Regional 
Integration, and 

Employment of the 

Republic of The 
Gambia 

Women 20 (W20) 

International 
Trade Centre (ITC) 

Women 

Entrepreneurs Act 

Initiative (WE Act 
Initiative) 

The international community faces a long path to recovery after the COVID-19 pandemic. 
With the common goal of “building back better” in mind, we must work together to 

mitigate the effects of the crisis and leverage the opportunity to create a more resilient 

future. Placing women at the heart of our efforts can help ensure a sustainable and 
inclusive recovery. Public procurement has become increasingly important in light of the 

pandemic and presents an opportunity for women to get involved. Governments spend $9 

trillion USD on public procurement every year; however, women account for only 1% of 
public procurement opportunities worldwide. Boosting women’s participation in public 

procurement opportunities is simply smart economics. This event will focus on supporting 

increased women’s participation in public procurement globally. Panellists will share the 
experiences of their countries and discuss lessons learned to facilitate knowledge sharing 

and inspire countries interested in creating new programmes.  

Panellists: 

¶ Abdoulie Jammeh, Deputy Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Trade, Industry, 
Regional Integration, and Employment (MOTIE), The Gambia 

¶ Jessica Madrid Lugo, CEO and General Manager, Laser Manufacturing 

¶ Candace Waterman, CEO, Women Impacting Public Policy, USA 

Moderator: 

o Judith Fessehaie, Senior Programme Officer, SheTrades Initiative, 

International Trade Centre (ITC) 
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101 S2 
Working 
Session 

Tropical 
Agriculture: 

A 

Sustainable 
Alternative 

for World 

Supply 
Chain 

Brazilian Trade 

and Investment 

Promotion Agency 
(ApexBrasil) 

Permanent 
Mission of Brazil 

to the WTO and 

other 
International 

Organizations in 
Geneva 

Brazil’s Ministry 

of Agriculture, 
Livestock and 

Food Supply 

(MAPA) 

Global trade was rebounding from the COVID-19 pandemic when agricultural trade was 
faced with an unexpected supply crisis in 2022. Geography suggests that only tropical 

countries might have the fundamentals to increase production to meet the demands of an 

increasing population by boosting productivity at current agricultural frontiers. This 
enables higher sustainability levels in comparison to increasing production in temperate 

and lower yields’ areas. Since production and consumption are, mostly, separated by 

borders and oceans, to secure a rules-based trade system is essential to guarantee food 
availability within a supply crisis scenario, or to feed 10 billion people in 2050. Brazil has 

evolved from being a net importer of food to be the second biggest exporter by investing 

in research and technology to produce food in between the tropics, creating the basis of 
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102 D 
Working 

Session 

Future 

of 
Trade 

through 

People’s 

Lenses 

Asia Pacific 

Research 
Network 

Foundation 

Inc. 

(APRN) 

The top 10% of the world economies have registered 12% growth in their trade, while the bottom 
40% have registered almost no growth, with the smallest economies even shrinking by 26%. With 

continued growth in rich economies, we are to expect the rich to become richer and the poor 

economies to continue lagging behind, placing more of the global population in the realm of misery. 
How should the WTO take on the challenge of working on a pro-people economy and trade? Peoples 
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104  F Workshop 

Export of 

Grains 
During the 

War: 

International 
Trade 

Regulation 

Ukrainian 
Catholic 

University, 

School of 
Law (UCU) 

WTO 12th Ministerial Conference has highlighted the importance of short and long-term 
solutions to food insecurity. Global food markets are in unprecedented crisis. This is the result of 

a perfect storm of longstanding environmental issues such as climate change, a pandemic in its 

third year, and barriers to Ukrainian exports of grains, including seaports blockade, destruction 
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105

 EN, 

FR 

B 
Working 
Session 

New Generation Coffee 

and Boosting African 

Robusta: For an 
Inclusive, Climate-Smart 

and Sustainable Coffee 

Sector 

Agence des 

Cafés 

Robusta 

d'Afrique et 
de 

Madagascar 

(ACRAM) 

Sustainable coffee farming means revenue incentives, competitive market 
opportunities and climate-smart solutions. Young coffee leaders who remain engaged 

in the coffee sector and offer climate-smart solutions will play a key role in creating a 

more resilient, sustainable and inclusive trading system. While Arabica remains the 
most popular species for coffee drinkers, with climate change advancing and 

decreasing arable land, it is at risk. Robusta offers a more resilient, climate-smart 

alternative and with recent efforts in research for higher quality, fine Robustas, it 
could be a competitive choice. In Africa, many countries are turning to coffee 

production – and Robusta production in West Africa – as a way to tap into this 

opportunity and diversify their income and production. This could offer new 
opportunities to the new generation, while offering a global solution to the coffee 

sector - if done with the right ap54 G
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107  S1 
Working 

Session 

Improving 

Lives and 
Livelihoods 

Through Trade 

in Medical 
Technologies 

Global 

Medical 
Technology 

Alliance 

(GMTA) 

Medical devices and diagnostics are essential for long and healthy lives, and an inclusive post-
pandemic recovery. Trade allows people around the world to access these latest lifesaving 

technologies. Since production of medical devices involves inputs and components from many 

different countries, regulatory divergences hinder the smooth functioning of supply chains and 
create barriers for access to medical goods, driving up costs and denying people the best care 

possible. Trade and the multilateral trading system can help improve access to medical 

technology and ensure that people in all WTO members – 
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109 S3 
Working 

Session 

Engendering Gender 
Equality in 

International Trade: 

A Discussion on 
Inclusive Trade 

Policies and 

Initiatives 

Institute of 

Export & 
International 

Trade 
(IOE&IT) 

Enterprise 
for 

Management, 

Economic 
Reform & 

Gender 

Equality 
(EMERGE) 

Gender disparity has long been a challenge in international trade. Female 
entrepreneurs have less access to opportunities, skills, and financial services, and are 

less well-represented in international business networks. Awareness of trade and 

gender is increasing globally, with many inclusive policies and initiatives being 
discussed at national and international levels, but m
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111  E 
Working 
Session 

A Climate Peace 

Clause: Aligning 

Trade Rules with 
Action on 

Climate Change 

Public 

Citizen's 
Global 

Trade 

Watch 
(PCGTW) 

Trade 
Justice 

Education 

Fund 
(TJEF) 

Sierra 

Club (SC)
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112 F 
Working 

Session 

Ensuring 
Inclusive 

Trade and 

Environment 
Measures 

USC Gould 

School of 
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114  A 
Working 

Session 

Framing 

Change: 
Labor & 

Technology 

in Trade’s 
Future 

TradeTankMx 

(TTMx) 

Trade is changing. Or at least, many appear to assume this is happening. Several events have 
fuelled the narrative that for global value chains to be secure, they should become more 

regional. Under that framing, it is often envisioned that trade of the future would run on highly 

integrated trading blocs –USMCA, CPTPP, RCEP– decoupled from each other. However, that 
framing prevents the public from reflecting on the actual transformations shaping the fabric of 

trade. To build a frame that helps to preview future disruptions in the everyday of trade, this 

working session will discuss how it will be impacted by changes in two fronts: labour and 
technology. Some of the questions to address are: How the population decline in main economies 

will modify global trade and trade rules? If data is the commodity of the future, how the WTO can 

help to minimize barriers to cross-border data flows? 

Panellists: 

¶ Jorge Armijo, President, TradeTankMx (TTMx) 

¶ Kathleen Claussen, Professor of Law, University of Miami 

¶ Michelle Kristy, Project Manager, International Trade Centre (ITC) 

¶ Javier López-
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117 S2 
Working 
Session 

The Missing 
Peace: Improving 

Youth 

Participation in 
Shaping an 

Inclusive Trade 

Future
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118 S3 
Working 
Session 

The Future of 

Trade in Central 

America: 
Technological 

Tools for Trade 

Facilitation 

Secretaría de 

Integración 

Económica 
Centroamericana 

(SIECA) 

Trade-related information and communication technologies are key for the digital 
transition of economies, promoting trade facilitation measures and the inclusive 

recovery of trade. This working session will analyse a range of perspectives from the 

public sector, private sector and international organizations in relation to cases where 
information and communication technologies have been implemented in Central 

America. Specifically, it will examine the case study of the Central American Digital 

Trade Platform (PDCC), which is a tool that will ensure the interoperability of national 
systems and the SIECA in order to streamline trade processes. The session will also 

analyse the benefits and impact of other experiences relating to the interoperability of 

foreign trade single windows, as is the case of the Pacific Alliance. 

Panellists: 

¶ Jaime Granados, Jefe de la División de Comercio e Inversión del Sector de 

Integración y Comercio del Banco Interamericano de Desarrollo, Banco 

Interamericano de Desarrollo 

¶ Francisco A. Lima Mena, Secretario General, Organismo Internacional, 
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119 D 
Working 

Session 

Creation and 

Protection of 

Public Goods 
for Health 

(the 

Experience of 
COVID-19) 

Medicines Law 
& Policy 
(ML&P) 

Knowledge 

Ecology 

International 
(KEI) 

Pharmaceutical 

Accountability 

Foundation 
(PAF) 

Wemos, 
Innovarte 

Health Action 

International 

(HAI) 

One of the great failures of the international community and multilateral institutions’ 
response to COVID-19 was repeating the same mistakes made during earlier pandemics: not 

sharing knowledge, technology and know-how that could have ensured faster and more 

equitable access to COVID countermeasures. This session will examine what international 
systems, institutions, and norms must be in place to safeguard the world against the next 

global public health threat/emergency, and what the role of the WTO could be in helping 

create and operationalise them. 

Panellists: 

¶ Marie-Paul Kieny, Chair of the Governing Board, Medicines Patent Pool 

¶ James Love, Director, Knowledge Ecology International (KEI) 

¶ Antony Taubman, Director, Intellectual Property, Government Procurement and 
Competition Division, World Trade Organization (WTO) 

Moderator: 

o Ashleigh Furlong, Journalist, Politico 
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120 E 
Working 

Session 

Mainstreaming 

Development 

in the WTO 

The South 

Centre 

The Global South has a fundamental interest in the WTO. In framing the future of trade, 
reforming and strengthening the organisation requires mainstreaming development in the WTO. 

The primary question is how to ensure that the broader development dimension of the 

multilateral trading system is advanced? This session explores ways in which the multilateral 
trading system can meaningfully address the needs of developing countries, including LDCs. 

These include assessing different approaches to build greater equity in the trading regime, 

consider ways to improve the capacity for developing countries to benefit from trade, 
establishing a deeper role and voice for developing countries including LDCs in developing 

balanced trade rules, and examining how they can exercise their right to fully participate in the 

consensus-based decision-making processes of the WTO. 

Panellists: 

¶ Kadra Ahmed Hassan, Ambassador and Permanent Representative, Permanent Mission 

of the Republic of Djibouti to the United Nations Office and other international 

organizations in Geneva 

¶ Rashmi Banga, Senior Economic Affairs Officer, Unit on Economic Cooperation and 
Integration among Developing Countries, United Nations Conference on Trade and 

Development (UNCTAD) 

¶ Xolelwa Mumbi-Peter, Ambassador and Permanent Representative, Permanent Mission 

of the Republic of South Africa to the United Nations Office and other International 
Organizations at Geneva 

Moderator:
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121  B Workshop 

A Sustainable 
and Inclusive 

WTO: Course 

Correction or 

Course 
Continuation? 

Friends of 

Multilateralism 

Group (FMG) 
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122  

Salle 
des 

pas 

perdu 

Meet 

the 

Author 

Rules of 
Origin in 

International 

Trade - 2nd 
Edition 

World Trade 

Organization 

(WTO) 
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125  S2 
Working 

Session 

Superheroes of Trade: The 
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126 S3 
Working 

Session 

New Digital Tools and Standards in 

Custom Procedures: Key 
Innovations to Improve the 

Functioning of Supply Chains Both 

in Developed Countries and in 
Developing Countries 

Association 

of large 

French 
companies 

(AFEP) 

French 

committee 
of the 

International 

Chamber of 
Commerce 

(ICC France) 

In order to better include developing countries and especially LDCS in 
global supply chains, a significant effort in terms of trade/custom 

facilitation is required, largely based on digital tools as promoted in the 

Trade Facilitation Agreement, using new and affordable technologies 
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127 D 
Working 

Session 

Leveraging 
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128 E 
Working 

Session 

Digital Trade 

Innovations for a 
Sustainable and 

Inclusive Recovery 

Through Increased 
Intra-African Trade 

United 

Nations 
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130

 EN, 
FR 

B 
Working 

Session 

Sustainable 
Policies for 

the Global 

Food 
Supply 

BMJ 

Associated 

Consultants 

(BMJ) 

Sustainable food production and consumption are essential in improving and transforming lives 
worldwide. Understanding how to adjust food global trade to environmental measures is a step 

towards guaranteeing food security. This working session will analyse the relevance and 

challenges of creating international trade measures that foster a competitive scenario for 
sustainable policies regarding agricultural inputs. It will also address the increase in protectionist 

measures on food security due to the COVID-19 pandemic and the conflict between Ukraine and 

Russia. The panel will bring together prominent specialists from international organizations, the 
private sector, and government authorities to address the main challenges and opportunities 

presented by food global trade and supply chains towards a sustainable future. 

Panellists: 

¶ Rafael Mafra, Agricultural Attaché in the Delegation of Brazil to the World Trade 
Organization, Brazilian Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock, and Food Supply 

¶ Carolina Matos, Export Manager, Brazilian Rice Industry Association – Abiarroz 

¶ Ahmad Mukhtar, Senior Economist at FAO's Regional Office for Near East and North Africa 

(RNE), Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 

¶ Suelma Rosa, Head of Reputation and Corporate Affairs for Brazil and Latin America, 
Unilever 

Moderator: 

o
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133 S2 
Working 

Session 

Greening 

Global 

Value 

Chain 

Centre for 

Strategic and 
International 
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135 E 
Working 

Session 

The Future 

of Trade in 
Central 

Asia: WTO 

Accession 
and beyond 

QazTrade 

Center for 

Trade Policy 
Development 

JSC 
(QazTrade) 

International 

Trade Centre 
(ITC) 

WTO 
Accessions 

Division 
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137  B 
Working 

Session 

If We Knew Then What 

We Know Now: A Fresh 
Look at the Origins and 

Premises of the Rules-

Based Multilateral 
Trading System 

U.S. 
Chamber 

of 

Commerce 
(USCC) 

The importance of diversity, redundancy, resiliency, and sustainability in supply 
chains has become apparent during the COVID crisis, and along with this realization a 

desire for worldwide local production capacity for essential products. Did the Uruguay 

Round Agreements creating the WTO do enough to enable such outcomes? If so, 
were those agreements fully and effectively implemented? Did the world see the WTO 

premise realized of a level playing field in a global marketplace characterized by open 

competition? The future of the rules-based multilateral trading system hinges on its 
ability to adapt to new global social and economic realities. The “If we Knew Then 

What We Know Now” working session provides expert insights on the origin stories of 

the WTO, inviting stakeholders to share and discuss lessons learned through a 
forward-looking lens. Key discussion topics will include: supply chains; intellectual 

property; dispute settlement; and, equity and inclusion in global trade. 

Panellists: 

¶ Danny Marti, Head of Public Affairs and Global Policy, Tencent 

¶ José Raúl Perales, Deputy Director, Global Alliance for Trade Facilitation, 
Center for International Private Enterprise 

¶ Nancy Travis, VP of International Affairs, Biotechnology Innovation 
Organization (BIO) 

Moderator: 

o Patrick Kilbride, SVP of the Global Innovation Policy Center (GIPC), 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce 



30 September 2022 

17:30-18:45 

Session Room Type Title Organizer Abstract 

138 W 
Working 

Session 

Circular 

Economy and 
Trade: 

Opportunities 

and Challenges 
for Transition 

Economies 

United Nations 
Economic 

Commission for 
Europe (UNECE)
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140 S3 
Working 

Session 

The I9( 5.63 Tm3)-2726
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142 E 
Working 

Session 

Access to Health 
Technologies: 

Towards a Public 

Health-Centred 
Approach in Law 

and Policy 

Response 

Health Action 

International 
(HAI) 

Brazilian 
Interdisciplinary 

AIDS 

Association 
(ABIA) 

The working session brings together leading experts and practitioners from 
international organizations, academic institutions, and non-governmental organizations, 

and intends to critically review and discuss law and policy options to facilitate access to 

and transfer of health technologies in developing countries. These would include 
discussions on technology transfer issues under the TRIPS regime, other laws and 

policy options such as competition law, access and benefit-sharing mechanism and 

regulations on foreign investment, among others. It intends to conclude with a 
discussion on how these options and experiences of using them should inform a further 

development towards a public health-centred approach to ensure access to health 

technologies for all. It aims to offer specific recommendations on what steps may be 
taken by different stakeholders. 

Panellists: 

¶ Erika Dueñas Loayza, Technical Lead & Advisor, World Health Organization 

(WHO) 

¶ Gopakumar K.M, Senior Researcher and Legal Advisor, Third World Network 
(TWN) 

¶ Viviana Muñoz Tellez, Programme Coordinator, The South Centre 

¶ Jaume Vidal, Senior Policy Advisor, Health Action International (HAI) Europe 

Moderator: 

o Yuanqiong Hu, Senior Legal and Policy Advisor, Médecins Sans 
Frontières (MSF) 
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144

 EN, 

FR 

B 
Working 

Session 

Harnessing Technology 

and Digital Innovation 

to Advance Africa's 

Trade and Sustainable 
Development Agenda 

Dynamics 

Impact 
Advisory 

(DIA) 

Youth Bridge 

Foundation 
(YBF) 

Africa Youth 

and 



 


