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pharmaceutical sector , the programme  also  includes  a wide range of  other 

cross- cutting issues  and public health determinants, such as: 

procurement; competition; tariffs; health services; technical barriers to 

trade; sanitary and phytosanitary  measures; as well as regulatory issues 

to ensure access to safe, high q uality and effective medicines. 

9.  The entry into force of the Protocol Amending the TRIPS Agreement, 

in January this year , is a milestone in t he short history of the WTO. 

It  made an addi tional public health flexibility an integral and permanent 

part of the TRIPS Agreement. It provides a secure legal pathway to the 

most vulnerable WTO Members that  primarily  rely on the import of 

medicines from countries in which these medicines are patent -protected.  

10.  In order to support your respective authorities  in making effective 

use of this new mechanism, you will have  
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13.  This said, and given the breadth of issues to be covered, you will not 

have time to discuss all of them in a very detailed fashion. Therefore, I 

invite you to regard this training activity only as the  beginning of a long 

journey . You will have to  continuously deepen your knowledge and also 


