77 SN TR Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus
D Director-General

WHO-WIPO-WTO Trilateral Symposium on Public Health, Intellectual Property and Trade
Geneva, Switzerland
31 October 2019

My brother Roberto, my brother Francis,
Distinguished participants, colleagues and friends,

First of all, I'd like to thank WTO for hosting this year’s Symposium to
mark the 10th anniversary of the trilateral cooperation between WHO,
WIPO and the WTO.

Our decade of collaboration exemplifies the type of close cooperation
across policy domains that is essential for tackling global public health
challenges, and for achieving the healthier, safer, fairer and more
prosperous world we all want.

The theme of this year’s Symposium, “Cutting-Edge Health Technologies:
Opportunities and Challenges,” underscores the power of science,
technology, and innovation for improving health.

Advances in science and technology are opening up new horizons in
public health that were considered science fiction not so very long ago.

CRISPR tools enable us to edit the human genome, potentially
transforming the treatment of diseases like cancer.

Robotic surgery is improving precision and making complex and intricate
procedures easier.

3-D printing means orthotics and prosthetics can be tailored precisely to
the individual.

Virtual reality is being used to train health workers.



Wireless brain sensors are giving us new insights into our most
important but most mysterious organ.

Telemedicine and mobile health are helping us to deliver care in
people’s



People in high-income countries live an average of 18 years longer than
those in low-income countries.

And although more and more people have access to health services and
products, they are



To do that, we must understand the complex links between innovation,
public health, intellectual property rights, and trade.

We must understand better the benefits, costs and limitations of
mechanisms for incentivizing innovation and their impacts on the pricing
of health products.

WHO is committed to a comprehensive health systems approach to
improving access.

This is something our



Dear colleagues and friends,

Let me finish with three areas in which | believe we can work together in
the next 10 years to leverage the power of our three



