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2  PRODUCT SCOPE 

Medical products, in general, are widely spread in different Chapters of the Harmonized System (HS) 
classification. This note seeks to analyse a set of products that are considered relevant to COVID-19 

prevention and medical treatment in general. The specific HS 6-digit subheading codes are listed in 

Annex 1.3 These COVID-19 relevant medical products are categorized into four main groups:  
 

1. Medicines (Pharmaceuticals)– including both dosified and bulk medicines; 

2. Medical supplies – refers to consumables for hospital and laboratory 2. hese 

ospital and 

 

hese 

products

 

–
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Personal protective products represent 13% of medical imports 

 
The import value of 
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Table 3. Top ten exporters of medical products in 2019 

Country 

Total exports 
Share of 

world 
medical 

exports 

(%) 

Share of total medical exports (%) 

Value 

($billion) 

Share of 

exports 

of all 
products 

(%) 

Medical 

equipment 

Medical 

supplies 
Medicines 

Personal 

protective 
products 

World 995.8 6 100 14 17 55 14 
Germany 136.2 9 14 15 15 57 13 

United States  116.6 7 12 25 29 35 12 
Switzerland 89.9 29 9 5 5 88 2 

Netherlands 73.1 10 7 17 18 58 7 

Belgium 65.8 15 7 7 12 74 6 
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Chart 4: Average MFN applied duty of medical goods and its categories 

 

Source: WTO Secretariat. 

 

Table 4: Number of WTO Members per average MFN applied tariff band; and average 
MFN tariff 

Duty range All products Medicines 
Medical 
supplies 

Medical 
equipment 

Personal 
protective 
products 

Duty Free 4 72 6 19 5 
0 <=2.5 31 21 20 51 5 

2.5 <=5.0 35 18 34 18 19 
5.0 <=7.5 42 9 42 28 19 

7.5 <=10 14 11 15 15 9 
10 <=15 5 3 11 2 30 

> 15 3 0 6 1 47 
AVERAGE  

MFN TARIFF  
4.8% 2.1% 6.2% 3.4% 11.5% 
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WTO Member 
All 

products 
Medicines 

Medical 
Supplies 

Medical 
equipment 

Personal 
protective 
products 

Lao PDR 7.3 9.4 6.5 5.4 12.1 

Lesotho 2.7 0.0 5.1 0.0 10.8 
Liberia 5.3 0.0 6.1 5.6 18.8 
Macao, China 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 




