


Our membership continued to evolve in 2014. We welcomed Yemen 
to the WTO as our newest least-developed member, and the General 
Council approved the accession of Seychelles as a new developing 
member. Seychelles formally joined the organization in April 2015, 
bringing our membership to 161.



Understanding the WTO

There are a number of ways of looking at the World Trade Organization. It is an organization 
for trade opening. It is a forum for governments to negotiate trade agreements. It is 
a place for them to settle trade disputes. It operates a system of trade rules. It helps 
developing countries build their trade capacity. Essentially, the WTO is a place where 
member governments try to sort out the trade problems they face with each other.

 Who we are

The WTO was born out of negotiations aimed at progressively 
reducing obstacles to trade. The bulk of the WTO’s current work 
comes from the 1986-94 negotiations called the Uruguay Round and 
earlier negotiations under the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT). The WTO is currently the host to a new round of negotiations, 
under the “Doha Development Agenda” launched in 2001.

Where countries have faced trade barriers and wanted them lowered, 
the negotiations have helped to open markets for trade. But the WTO 
is not just about opening markets, and in some circumstances its 



Protect the environment
The WTO’s agreements permit members to take measures to protect 
not only the environment but also public health, animal health and 
plant health. However these measures must be applied in the same 
way to both national and foreign businesses.

In other words, members must not use environmental protection 
measures as a means of disguising protectionist policies.







The WTO began life on 1 January 1995, succeeding the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade which had regulated world trade since 1948. Over the past 
20 years, the WTO has made a major contribution to the strength and stability of the 
global economy, helping to boost trade growth, resolve numerous trade disputes 
and support the integration of developing countries into the trading system.

• 1994
April
Marrakesh Agreement establishing 
the WTO is signed.

• 1995
January



• 2003
September
Fifth Ministerial Conference takes 
place in Cancún, Mexico.

• 2005
September
Pascal Lamy (France) becomes 
WTO Director‑




