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focused on putting in place electronic permit systems 
to trade in CITES specimens. These systems are more 
secure than paper-based permitting systems and will 
assist in preventing permit fraud. At the 13th meeting of 
the Conference of the Parties to CITES in 2004, several 
Parties expressed the view that the development of 
e-permits would assist in the�handling and processing of 
applications for CITES permits and certi�cates, and the 
collation and dissemination of CITES trade information. 
Thereafter, at its 14th meeting in 2007, the Conference of 
the Parties to CITES revised the resolution on permits and 
certi�cates to include references to the use of electronic 
documents and signatures.

CITES has developed guidelines for the implementation 
of electronic permits which are available through the 
CITES e-permitting toolkit. The guidelines are included 
in the World Customs Organization ‘data model,’ a global 
standard on cross-border data exchange for the release 

and clearance of goods through customs. The data model 
is often used in the development of ‘Single Window’ 
systems, which allow traders to submit all import, export, 
aecnt pmeSutransit.039 breafter C por6 C traddel,coce oua model,’71of 
t mutue fsuJ 0t iencTJ  C por6 C ing in 2000le(0.gT1.ih374 Tw  r0.045 Tby wouenr045alicatiocountri.0Wde mitirt.039J -ieng in 20056). 
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