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challenges for certain LDCs following graduation. 
The report builds on the strengths of each of the 
partner agencies and examines the impact of 
LDC graduation on market access scenario after 
graduation, the participation in global value chains 
and business perspectives, including at the firm level. 
This interagency effort reflects greater coordination 
and coherence among different UN agencies on 
trade-related topics of priority to LDCs. The findings 
contained in the reports served as an interagency 
input to the Fifth United Nations Conference on 
LDCs (LDC5), where the Doha Programme of Action 
for LDCs for the decade (2022 – 2031) is expected 
to be adopted. 

In 2022, the WTO aims to strengthen its partnership 
with the Office of the High Representative for the 
Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing 
Countries and Small Island Developing States  
UN-OHRLLS with a view to better supporting LDCs 
with the implementation of trade-related aspects of 
the Doha Programme of Action. The WTO will also 
continue facilitating cooperation among LDCs and 
their development partners, including through annual 
South-South Dialogues and other capacity-building 
activities, to support greater integration of LDCs into 
global trade. 

6.1.3 Partnerships for the environment

Beyond the initial arrangements upon the 
establishment of the Organization towards achieving 
a greater coherence in global economic policy-
making, the WTO maintains working relations with 
over 200 international organizations.1 Through 
different types of arrangements, the WTO has 
embarked on more active forms of cooperation 
with numerous organizations, in order to assist 
governments in ensuring that trade, environment, and 
development policies work together for sustainable 
development.

In the context of the SPS Agreement, the WTO 
closely cooperates with three international 
standard-setting bodies (ISSBs), namely the 
Codex Alimentarius Commission for food safety, 
the Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) for issues 
related to animal health and zoonoses, and the 
International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC) 
for plant health. Most WTO members are also 
parties to these organizations and, under the SPS 
Agreement, are encouraged to take part in the 
standard-setting process. These ISSBs set science-
based standards, guidelines and recommendations 
on which, according to the SPS Agreement, WTO 
members shall base their national legislation. The use 

of harmonized standards is a core good regulatory 
practice and contributes to a more rational use of 
resources and to avoiding unnecessary divergences.

CITES, the CBD and the WTO also have a long 
history of cooperation and work together in areas 
such as technical assistance and capacity-building 
for government officials in charge of matters related 
to trade and environment, publications and events. 
A few years ago, the WTO and CITES launched 
an eLearning course giving an overview of the 
relationship, linkages and increasing synergies 
between CITES and the multilateral trading system. 
The CBD and CITES have observer status in the CTE 
and provide regular updates on their work. Both have 
also been invited ad hoc to its special (negotiating) 
sessions meetings2 and have closely collaborated 
with the WTO through policy dialogues. For instance, 
the CTE has been used as a forum to discuss specific 
policy issues, such as illegal logging, which have 
benefitted from the inputs of the CITES Secretary-
General. The CBD Secretariat also follows closely the 
discussions in other relevant WTO bodies and seeks 
cooperation through liaising with the WTO Secretariat 
and in information sessions.3 This cooperation plays 
an effective role in raising awareness on issues 
related to biodiversity and in ensuring that trade 
and trade policies contribute to the objectives of 
sustainable development and conservation efforts.

The adoption of the Trade Facilitation Agreement 
has opened up new opportunities for collaboration 
between the WTO and other international 
organizations. To help WTO developing country 
members access the support they need to reap the 
benefits of the Agreement, the Trade Facilitation 
Agreement Facility was launched in 2014. In the 
context of CITES, for instance, work on trade 
facilitation can act as a catalyst for cooperation 





Endnotes

1 	� The WTO and other organizations.

2 	� At the Doha Ministerial Conference in November 2001, 
it was agreed to start negotiations on the relationship 
between existing WTO rules and specific trade obligations 
set out in MEAs, procedures for regular information 
exchange between MEA secretariats and the relevant WTO 
committees, and criteria for the granting of observer status. 

3 	� CBD Secretariat: Cooperation with WTO.

4	�

https://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/coher_e/coher_e.htm
https://www.cbd.int/incentives/coop-wto.shtml
https://www.post-2020indicators.org
https://sdgtrade.org/en
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