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The invitation to contribute to this book was certainly a pleasant surprise. The 
question for me was what I should write about: I had not been one of the 
negotiators and the chapter on the TRIPS negotiations from the perspective of 
the GATT Secretariat is dealt with by Adrian Otten, who was the Secretary of the 
TRIPS Negotiating Group. Several suggestions were made by my co-authors and, 
upon reflection, I decided to contribute with just a short compilation of some 
memories in respect of a diverse set of aspects, whether trade-related or not.

No one from the IP world would have believed you in 1986, if you had said that, 
within ten years, a treaty would be in force among more than 100 countries and 
territories establishing international norms and standards for IP protection in 
respect of all main areas of IP. People would even have laughed at you. Yet, in 
1995, the TRIPS Agreement entered into force, establishing definitions, scope 
of protection, duration, permissible exceptions to protection and enforcement 
procedures in respect of copyright and related rights, trademarks, geographical 
indications (GIs), industrial designs, patents, layout-designs of integrated circuits 
and undisclosed information.

Before I joined the GATT Secretariat, in July 1989, I had worked as a legal officer 
at the Dutch Patent Office since 1981, involved in opposition and appeal 
procedures, which had allowed me to get insights into procedural as well as 
substantive law aspects of patent law. The job had also, however, allowed me to 
gain some experience in legislative work in the area of patents, trademarks and 
industrial designs, as well as in international negotiations, in particular in the area 
of trademarks – as I was part of the delegation of the Netherlands in the 
negotiations on the European Community Trademark Regulation and Directive, 
and in the negotiations in WIPO on the Madrid Protocol concerning the 
international registration of marks.
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at the Lisbon Agreement in this connection, as the Lisbon Union has welcomed 
11 new accessions since 1997 and about 25 per cent of the current registrations 


