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 3.  The findings of the final panel rep ort shall include a discussion of the arguments made 
at the interim rev iew stage. The interim review stage shall be conducted wit hin the time -
period set out in paragraph  8 o f A rticle  12.  

 
1.2  Article 15.1: issuance and review of the descriptive (factual and ar guments) part of 
the report  

1.2.1  The "factual" section  of the descriptive pa rt  

1.  Panels generally  address contested factual issues in th e Findings section of the report, rather 
than i n the Factual Aspects section of the descriptive part of the report. For example , in US – 
Clove Cigarettes , the Panel explained, in the introduction to  the Factual Aspects section of the 
descriptive part of the report, that " [t]he parties disagree on  a num ber of factual issues. To the 
extent i t is necessary for the Panel to resolve those disputed factual issues, it will do so in its 
Findings." 1 

1.2.2  Timing of  comments on the descriptive section  

2.  In a number of cases,  parties have provided additional comments o n t he descriptive part of 
the report in the context of subsequently providing comments on the interim report containing the 
Panel's findings. 2 In US – Clove Cigarettes , the Panel made a point of noting that:  

"[T] he United  States put forward a number of req ues ts for review of the language in 
Secti on  II of this Report which had already bee
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1.3.3  N ew evidence  

11.  In EC – Sardines , the Appellate Body explained that the interim review stage is not an 
appr
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19.  The Panel in US – Poultr y (Ch ina) considered that int eri m review  is "not the app rop riate 
forum for relitigating arguments already put before a panel" and refrained from engaging in a new 
analy sis of the US arguments on  a particular point:  

"Th e United 
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Havi ng  reg ard t o A rticle  17.6 of t he DSU, we  con sider this to be equivalent t o 
depriving the interim revie w s tage of its purpose." 41   

1.3.8  Additional interim revie w meeting  

1.3.8.1  General  

34.  An addi tional interim review meeting has been requested and held in a  number of 
proc eeding s. 42    

1.3.8.2  "A t the request o f a party" 

35.  In US/ Canada – Continued Suspensi on , t he Panel explained th at it is for a  party, and not 
for  a panel, to decide w
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"We would like to address the  issu e of confidentiali ty of the  Interim  Reports.  When,  
on  26 March 2002, we transmitted our Interim R epo rts to the parties, we clearly 
indicated that such Reports were con fidenti al .  I ndeed, p urs uant to the DSU , all panel  
proceedings remain confidential until  the Panel Report is cir cul ated to WTO Members.  
We had also explicitly emphasized at all our meet ing s with the parties that the panel 
proceedings were confidentia l.  T his was a ccep ted by t he parties and ref lected in t he 
Panel's working procedures and  in all our relevant correspo nde nce with  the parties.  
Ther efore, we are conc erned to discover that par tie s have not respected this 
confidentiality obligation and have discl osed aspects of the P ane l's Interim Rep orts.  
We c onsider that this lack of respect  of a  




