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1  ARTICLE 3 

1.1  Text of Article 3 

Article 3 
 

General Provisions 
 
 1. Members affirm their adherence to the principles for the management of disputes 

heretofore applied under Articles XXII and XXIII of GATT 1947, and the rules and procedures 
as further elaborated and modified herein. 

 
 2. The dispute settlement system of the WTO is a central element in providing security and 

predictability to the multilateral trading system.  The Members recognize that it serves to 
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 9. The provisions of this Understanding are without prejudice to the rights of Members to 

seek authoritative interpretation of provisions of a covered agreement through 
decision-making under the WTO Agreement or a covered agreement which is a Plurilateral 
Trade Agreement. 

 
 10. It is understood that requests for conciliation and the use of the dispute settlement 

procedures should not be intended or considered as contentious acts and that, if a dispute 
arises, all Members will engage in these procedures in good faith in an effort to resolve the 
dispute.  It is also understood that complaints and counter-complaints in regard to distinct 
matters should not be linked. 

 
 11. This Understanding shall be applied only with respect to new requests for consultations 

under the consultation provisions of the covered agreements made on or after the date of 
entry into force of the WTO Agreement.  With respect to disputes for which the request for 
consultations was made under GATT 1947 or under any other predecessor agreement to the 
covered agreements before the date of entry into force of the WTO Agreement, the relevant 
dispute settlement rules and procedures in effect immediately prior to the date of entry into 
force of the WTO Agreement shall continue to apply.2 

 
 (footnote original
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