
WTO ANALYTICAL INDEX  
GATS – Annex on Telecommunications (DS reports) 

 
 

1 
 

1   ANNEX ON TELECOMMUNICATIONS ............................................................................ 1 
1.1   Text on the Annex on Telecommunications ..................................................................... 1 
1.2   Application to access and use by scheduled suppliers of basic telecommunications 
services ............................................................................................................................. 4 
1.3   



WTO ANALYTICAL INDEX  
GATS – Annex on Telecommunications (DS reports) 

 
 



WTO ANALYTICAL INDEX  
GATS – Annex on Telecommunications (DS reports) 

 
 

3 
 

 
  (b)  Each Member shall ensure that service suppliers of any other Member have 
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(iv)  type approval of terminal or other equipment which interfaces with 
the network and technical requirements relating to the attachment 
of such equipment to such networks; 

 
(v)  restrictions on inter-connection of private leased or owned circuits 

with such networks or services or with circuits leased or owned by 
another service supplier; or 

 
(vi)  notification, registration and licensing. 

 
  (g)  Notwithstanding the preceding paragraphs of this section, a developing country 

Member may, consistent with its level of development, place reasonable conditions on access 
to and use of public telecommunications transport networks and services necessary to 
strengthen its domestic telecommunications infrastructure and service capacity and to 
increase its participation in international trade in telecommunications services.  Such 
conditions shall be specified in the Member's Schedule. 

 
 6. Technical Cooperation 
 
  (a)  Members recognize that an efficient, advanced telecommunications infrastructure 

in countries, particularly developing countries, is essential to the expansion of their trade in 
services.  To this end, Members endorse and encourage the participation, to the fullest 
extent practicable, of developed and developing countries and their suppliers of public 
telecommunications transport networks and services and other entities in the development 
programmes of international and regional organizations, including the International 
Telecommunication Union, the United Nations Development Programme, and the 
International Bank for Reconstruction and Development. 

 
  (b)  Members shall encourage and support telecommunications cooperation among 

developing countries at the international, regional and sub-regional levels. 
 
  (c)  In cooperation with relevant international organizations, Members shall make 

available, where practicable, to developing countries information with respect to 
telecommunications services and developments in telecommunications and information 
technology to assist in strengthening their domestic telecommunications services sector. 

 
  (d)  Members shall give special consideration to opportunities for the least-developed 

countries to encourage foreign suppliers of telecommunications services to assist in the 
transfer of technology, training and other activities that support the development of their 
telecommunications infrastructure and expansion of their telecommunications services trade. 

 
 7. Relation to International Organizations and Agreements 
 
  (a) Members recognize the importance of international standards for global 
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1.4  Section 5(b) 

1.4.1  Relationship of paragraph (b) to the other parts of Section 5 

9. Recognizing that the relationship of paragraph (b) with the other parts of Section 5 was 
more "straightforward" than that of paragraph (a)9, the Panel in Mexico – Telecoms stated: 

"The obligations in paragraph (b) apply 'subject to paragraphs (e) and (f)'.  We 
understand this to mean that the obligations in paragraph (b) are subordinated to, 
and are, therefore, qualified by, paragraphs (e) and (f).  The obligations in paragraph 
(b) are therefore subject to any condition that a Member may impose that is 
necessary to achieve one of the policy objectives set out in paragraph (e)(i) to (iii).10  
We recall that paragraph (b) is informed 
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telecommunications transport networks and services, while the Reference Paper 
focuses on specific 'competitive safeguards' and on 'interconnection'.20 

In spite of these differences, the Annex recognizes that its provisions relate to 
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