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reasonable, objective and impartial manner. 
 
 2. (a) Each Member shall maintain or institute as soon as practicable judicial, arbitral or 

administrative tribunals or procedures which provide, at the request of an affected service 
supplier, for the prompt review of, and where justified, appropriate remedies for, 
administrative decisions affecting trade in services. Where such procedures are not 
independent of the agency entrusted with the administrative decision concerned, the 
Member shall ensure that the procedures in fact provide for an objective and impartial 
review. 

 
  (b) The provisions of subparagraph (a) shall not be construed to require a Member 

to institute such tribunals or procedures where this would be inconsistent with its 
constitutional structure or the nature of its legal system. 

 
 3. Where authorization is required for the supply of a service on which a specific 

commitment has been made, the competent authorities of a Member shall, within a 
reasonable period of time after the submission of an application considered complete under 
domestic laws and regulations, inform the applicant of the decision concerning the 
application. At the request of the applicant, the competent authorities of the Member shall 
provide, without undue delay, information concerning the status of the application. 

 
 4. With a view to ensuring that measures relating to qualification requirements and 

procedures, technical standards and licensing requirements do not constitute unnecessary 
barriers to trade in services, the Council for Trade in Services shall, through appropriate 
bodies it may establish, develop any necessary disciplines. Such disciplines shall aim to 
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 5. (a) In sectors in which a Member has undertaken specific commitments, pending the 
entry into force of disciplines developed in these sectors pursuant to paragraph 4, the 
Member shall not apply licensing and qualification requirements and technical standards that 
nullify or impair such specific commitments in a manner which: 

 
(i) does not comply with the criteria outlined in subparagraphs 4(a), (b) 

or (c); and 
(ii) could not reasonably have been expected of that Member at the time 

the specific commitments in those sectors were made. 
 

  (b) In determining whether a Member is in conformity with the obligation under 
paragraph 5(a), account shall be taken of international standards of relevant international 
organizations3 
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recommended by the Working Party on Professional Services5. These Disciplines contain, inter alia, 
the following provision under the heading "General Provisions": 

https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/S/L/3.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/S/L/64.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/S/WPPS/W21.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/S/L/63.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/S/L/63.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/S/L/63.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/S/WPPS/4.pdf
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