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1  ARTICLE II OF THE GENERAL AGREEMENT ON TARIFFS AND TRADE 1994 

1.1  Text of Article II 

Article II 
 

Schedules of Concessions 
 

 1. (a) Each contracting party shall accord to the commerce of the other contracting 
parties treatment no less favourable than that provided for in the appropriate Part of the 
appropriate Schedule annexed to this Agreement. 
 

  (b) The products described in Part I of the Schedule relating to any contracting party, 
which are the products of territories of other contracting parties, shall, on their importation 
into the territory to which the Schedule relates, and subject to the terms, conditions or 
qualifications set forth in that Schedule, be exempt from ordinary customs duties in excess of 
those set forth and provided therein. Such products shall also be exempt from all other duties 
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into force of the WTO Agreement, except as may be otherwise specified in that Member's 
Schedule. Unless otherwise specified in its Schedule, a Member that accepts the WTO 
Agreement after its entry into force shall, on the date that Agreement enters into force for it, 
make effective all rate reductions that have already taken place together with the reductions 
which it would under the preceding sentence have been obligated to make effective on 
1 January of the year following, and shall make effective all remaining rate reductions on the 
schedule specified in the previous sentence. The reduced rate should in each stage be rounded 
off to the first decimal. For agricultural products, as defined in Article 2 of the Agreement on 
Agriculture, the staging of reductions shall be implemented as specified in the relevant parts 
of the schedules. 
 
3. The implementation of the concessions and commitments contained in the schedules 
annexed to this Protocol shall, upon request, be subject to multilateral examination by the 
Members. This would be without prejudice to the rights and obligations of Members under 
Agreements in Annex 1A of the WTO Agreement. 
 
4. After the schedule annexed to this Protocol relating to a Member has become a Schedule 
to GATT 1994 pursuant to the provisions of paragraph 1, such Member shall be free at any 
time to withhold or to withdraw in whole or in part the concession in such Schedule with 
respect to any product for which the principal supplier is any other Uruguay Round participant 
the schedule of which has not yet become a Schedule to GATT 1994. Such action can, 
however, only be taken after written notice of any such withholding or withdrawal of a 
concession has been given to the Council for Trade in Goods and after consultations have been 
held, upon request, with any Member, the relevant schedule relating to which has become a 
Schedule to GATT 1994 and which has a substantial interest in the product involved. Any 
concessions so withheld or withdrawn shall be applied on and after the day on which the 
schedule of the Member which has the principal supplying interest becomes a Schedule to 
GATT 1994. 
 
5. (a) Without prejudice to the provisions of paragraph 2 of Article 4 of the Agreement on 
Agriculture, for the purpose of the reference in paragraphs 1(b) and 1(c) of Article II of 
GATT 1994 to the date of that Agreement, the applicable date in respect of each product which 
is the subject of a concession provided for in a schedule of concessions annexed to this Protocol 
shall be the date of this Protocol. 
 

(b) For the purpose of the reference in paragraph 6(a) of Article II of GATT 1994 to the 
date of that Agreement, the applicable date in respect of a schedule of concessions 
annexed to this Protocol shall be the date of this Protocol. 
 

6. In cases of modification or withdrawal of concessions relating to non-tariff measures as 
contained in Part III of the schedules, the provisions of Article XXVIII of GATT 1994 and the 
"Procedures for Negotiations under Article XXVIII" adopted on 10 November 1980 
(BISD 27S/26-28) shall apply. This would be without prejudice to the rights and obligations 
of Members under GATT 1994. 
 
7. In each case in which a schedule annexed to this Protocol results for any product in 
treatment less favourable than was provided for such product in the Schedules of GATT 1947 
prior to the entry into force of the WTO Agreement, the Member to whom the schedule relates 
shall be deemed to have taken appropriate action as would have been otherwise necessary 
under the relevant provisions of Article XXVIII of GATT 1947 or 1994. The provisions of this 
paragraph shall apply only to Egypt, Peru, South Africa and Uruguay. 
 
8. The Schedules annexed hereto are authentic in the English, French or Spanish language as 
specified in each Schedule. 
 
9. The date of this Protocol is 15 April 1994. 
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1.5  Text of the Procedures for Modification and Rectification of Schedules of Tariff 
Concessions (1980 Procedures)1 

Recalling that the CONTRACTING PARTIES established on 19 November 1968 a procedure for 
the certification of changes to Schedules annexed to the General Agreement.2 
 
Considering the importance of keeping the authentic texts of Schedules annexed to the General 
Agreement up to date and of ensuring that they tally with the texts of corresponding items in 
national customs tariffs; 
 
Considering that, in consequence, changes in the authentic texts of Schedules which record 
rectifications of a purely formal character or modifications resulting from action taken under 
Article II, Article XVIII, Article XXIV, Article XXVII and Article XXVIII shall be certified without 
delay; 
 
The CONTRACTING PARTIES decide that: 
 
1. Changes in the authentic texts of Schedules annexed to the General Agreement which reflect 
modifications resulting from action 
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and Trade 1994 (GATT 1994) or to a Protocol of Accession.4 There are two cases of groups of 
Members sharing a common schedule: 1) the European Union and its member States; and 
2) Switzerland and Liechtenstein. There are currently 136 Goods Schedules for the 164 WTO 
Members5. 

2. The Schedules of most original WTO Members were annexed to the Marrakesh Protocol of 15 
April 1994, which was attached to the GATT 1994 contained in Annex 1 of the Marrakesh Agreement 
Establishing the World Trade Organization (WTO Agreement).6 However, pursuant to the Ministerial 
Decision on Measures in Favour of Least-Developed Countries annexed to the Marrakesh Final Act, 
LDC original Members were accorded an additional one-year period from 15 April 1994 to submit 
their Goods and Services Schedules. Accordingly, following approval by the WTO General Council7, 
the Goods Schedules of specific LDCs members8 were annexed to the Marrakesh Protocol9 through 
a procés-verbal done at Geneva on 21 December 1995.10 

3. The Uruguay Round Schedules of some Members incorporate by reference concessions 
pre-dating the Uruguay Round or indicate that the new concessions are "without prejudice" to their 
GATT Schedules. As a result, many of these concessions remain valid under the WTO.11 Under the 
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 1947 (GATT 1947), the tariff concessions of each 
contracting party were reflected in successive schedules attached to tariff protocols at the end of 
each negotiating round. Although the WTO has changed the practice of giving legal effect to changes 
in the Schedules through protocols, and as a result of different types of procedures, practically all 
Members have a Schedule of Concessions that is contained in more than one legal instrument. As a 
result, a concession on a particular product can be subject to multiple successive legal instruments, 
so it may be necessary to review multiple ones in order to determine the current scope of that 
concession. The WTO Secretariat maintains that a Consolidated Tariff Schedule (CTS) Database 
which keeps track of the current concessions for each WTO Member (see below). In addition, many 
of the more recent Schedules include a column entitled "earlier legal instruments" which facilitates 
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1.6.4  Changes to Uruguay Round Schedules 

11. Although it is common to refer to "the" Schedule of a Member, tariff and other concessions 
can be contained in several legal instruments that, together, set out that Member's obligations. 
Goods Schedules have been changed on more than five hundred occasions as a result of different 
types of procedures. Some of these changes resulted from special procedures that were established 
by the Trade Negotiations Committee for verification and finalization of Uruguay Round Schedules, 
including, for example, the inclusion of "improvements" to the Uruguay Round concessions.21 

12. The substantive negotiations on market access for trade in goods were concluded on 
15 December 1993, and participants to these negotiations were requested to submit their 
"final Schedule" no later than 15 February 1994 so that a verification process could take place and 
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(1994) Protocol29 
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https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/605.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/673.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/831.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/995.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/G/MA/M10.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/G/MA/IDB1R1.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/225.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/G/MA/M10.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/G/MA/IDB1R1A1.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/G/MA/M12.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/G/MA/156.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/G/MA/IDB2.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/G/MA/IDBW12.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/G/MA/M27.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/G/MA/239.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/G/MA/367.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?MetaCollection=WTO&SymbolList=%22G%2fMA%2f367%22+OR+%22G%2fMA%2f367%2f*%22&Serial=&IssuingDateFrom=&IssuingDateTo=&CATTITLE=&ConcernedCountryList=&OtherCountryList=&SubjectList=&TypeList=&FullTextHash=371857150&ProductList=&BodyList=&OrganizationList=&ArticleList=&Contents=&CollectionList=&RestrictionTypeName=&PostingDateFrom=&PostingDateTo=&DerestrictionDateFrom=&DerestrictionDateTo=&ReferenceList=&Language=ENGLISH&SearchPage=FE_S_S001&ActiveTabIndex=0&HSClassificationList=&ServicesClassificationList=&EnvironmentClassificationList=&ICSClassificationList=&ICSClassificationDescList:EnvironmentClassificationDescList:ServicesClassificationDescList:HSClassificationDescList=&languageUIChanged=true
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?MetaCollection=WTO&SymbolList=%22G%2fMA%2f238%22+OR+%22G%2fMA%2f238%2f*%22&Serial=&IssuingDateFrom=&IssuingDateTo=&CATTITLE=&ConcernedCountryList=&OtherCountryList=&SubjectList=&TypeList=&FullTextHash=371857150&ProductList=&BodyList=&OrganizationList=&ArticleList=&Contents=&CollectionList=&RestrictionTypeName=&PostingDateFrom=&PostingDateTo=&DerestrictionDateFrom=&DerestrictionDateTo=&ReferenceList=&Language=ENGLISH&SearchPage=FE_S_S001&ActiveTabIndex=0&HSClassificationList=&ServicesClassificationList=&EnvironmentClassificationList=&ICSClassificationList=&ICSClassificationDescList:EnvironmentClassificationDescList:ServicesClassificationDescList:HSClassificationDescList=&languageUIChanged=true
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?MetaCollection=WTO&SymbolList=%22G%2fMA%2f239%22+OR+%22G%2fMA%2f239%2f*%22&Serial=&IssuingDateFrom=&IssuingDateTo=&CATTITLE=&ConcernedCountryList=&OtherCountryList=&SubjectList=&TypeList=&FullTextHash=371857150&ProductList=&BodyList=&OrganizationList=&ArticleList=&Contents=&CollectionList=&RestrictionTypeName=&PostingDateFrom=&PostingDateTo=&DerestrictionDateFrom=&DerestrictionDateTo=&ReferenceList=&Language=ENGLISH&SearchPage=FE_S_S001&ActiveTabIndex=0&HSClassificationList=&ServicesClassificationList=&EnvironmentClassificationList=&ICSClassificationList=&ICSClassificationDescList:EnvironmentClassificationDescList:ServicesClassificationDescList:HSClassificationDescList=&languageUIChanged=true
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/G/MA/115.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/G/MA/IDB3.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/G/MA/238.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/G/MA/288.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/G/MA/367.pdf
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the subject of a concession provided for in a schedule of concessions annexed to this Protocol shall 
be the date of this Protocol." The date of the Marrakesh Protocol was 15 April 1994. 

44. The standard provisions in WTO accession protocols provide that: "For the purpose of the 
reference in paragraph 6(a) of Article II of the GATT 1994 to the date of that Agreement, the 
applicable date in respect of the Schedules of Concessions and Commitments annexed to this 
Protocol shall be the date of entry into force of this Protocol."92 GATT accession protocols also 
included a standard reference to an applicable date in respect of Article II:1(b) and (c), but WTO 
accession protocols do not. 

1.9  Exceptions and derogations from Article II 

1.9.1  Waivers 

45. To assist Members in aligning their Schedules of Concessions with the tariff nomenclature that 
is applied in practice by their customs administration, which periodically changes as a result 
amendments the HS Convention and may involve renegotiations under Article XXVIII, WTO Members 

https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/ACC/10R4A1.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/124.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/124C1.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/173.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/216.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/243.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/268.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/281.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/303.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/338.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/351.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/379.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/400.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/469.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/477.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/511.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/562.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/598.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/638.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/674.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/712.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/744.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/786.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/808.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/832.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/873.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/900.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/945.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/967.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/996.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/1026.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/1048.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/1082.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/675.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/675A1.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/675A2.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/675A3.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/675A4.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/713.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/745.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/787.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/787A1.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/787A2.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/809.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/833.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/874.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/901.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/946.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/968.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/997.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/1027.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/1049.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/1083.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/834.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/875.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/875A1.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/902.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/947.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/969.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/998.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/399.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/426.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/427.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/428.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/467.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/470.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/468.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/492.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/493.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/G/MA/W23.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/GC/W718.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/GC/W729.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/GC/W740.pdf
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52. 

https://docs.wto.org/gattdocs/q/GG/L7599/7430A3.PDF
https://docs.wto.org/gattdocs/q/GG/L7599/7430.PDF
https://docs.wto.org/gattdocs/q/GG/L7599/7430.PDF


WTO ANALYTICAL INDEX  
GATT 1994 – Article II (Practice) 

 
 

20 
 

the record of a discussion and introducing corrections to the annexes.107 These annexes were 
embodied in the participants' Uruguay Rounds Schedules. 

55. A 2010 report by the Secretariat indicates that 12 acceding Members108 have "full coverage" 
of the Agreement on Pharmaceuticals in their Schedules of concessions, while three109 additional 
acceding Members have "significant coverage", which is defined as more than 75% but less than full 
coverage.110 It should however be noted that this does not mean that they are participants to the 
Agreement on Pharmaceuticals. 

56. The Agreement on Pharmaceuticals provides further that representatives of the participants 
would meet under the auspices of the WTO Council for Trade in Goods at least once every three 
years in order to review the product coverage "with a view to including, by consensus, additional 
pharmaceutical products for tariff elimination".111 The first review of the Agreement on 
Pharmaceuticals took place between 1995 and 1996 and concluded with revised annexes including 

https://docs.wto.org/gattdocs/q/GG/L7599/7430A4.PDF
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/ACC/10R4A1.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/gattdocs/q/GG/L7599/7430.PDF
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/G/MA/W10-00.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/G/MA/W18-00.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/G/MA/W85.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/G/MA/W102.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/G/MA/W23.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/TN/MA/S13.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/ACC/10R4.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/MIN96/16.pdf
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'(a) all products classified (or classifiable) with Harmonized System 
(1996) ('HS') headings listed in Attachment A to the Annex to this 
Declaration; and  

(b) all products specified in Attachment B to the Annex to this 
Declaration, whether or not they are included in Attachment A;' 

through equal rate reductions of customs duties beginning in 1997 and concluding in 2000, 
recognizing that extended staging of reductions and, before implementation, expansion of 
product coverage may be necessary in limited circumstances."120 

59. The Annex to the Ministerial Declaration sets out modalities and product coverage for this 
initiative. Paragraph 1 of the Annex states that "each participant shall incorporate the measures 
described in paragraph 2 of the [ITA] into its schedule to the General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade 1994, and, in addition, at either its own tariff line level or the Harmonized System (1996) 
("HS") 6-digit level in either its official tariff or any other published versions of the tariff schedule, 
whichever is ordinarily used by importers and exporters." The Annex stated that the agreement 
would only be if participants representing a critical mass threshold (90 percent) of world trade in 
information technology products had agreed to participate. Two appendixes defined the product 
coverage by listing HS headings to be covered (Attachment A), and products to be covered by 
wherever they were classified in the HS (Attachment B). 

60. The 90 percent target was met in early 1997, and the first staged reduction in tariffs took 
place on 1 July 1997. As described in the panel report on EC – IT Products, "in accordance with 
paragraph 2 of the ITA Annex and the Decision of 26 March 1980 on Procedures for Modification and 
Rectification of Schedules of Tariff Concessions (the "1980 Procedures"), each ITA participant 
submitted a proposed modification to its own WTO Schedule for review by all WTO Members. 
Each participant's schedule was certified following a three-month review period for that particular 
schedule.121 

61. As of 10 October 2018, the ITA had 53 participants (covering 82 Members and States or 
separate customs territories in the process of acceding to the WTO) representing approximately 
97 per cent of world trade in information technology products covered by the agreement.122 

62. On 26 March 1997, the Participants established the Committee of Participants on the 
Expansion of Trade in Information Technology Products (the "ITA Committee") in order to monitor 
the provisions of paragraphs 3, 5, 6 and 7 of the Annex to the Declaration.123 At its meeting of 
30 October 1997, the ITA Committee adopted rules of procedure which are similar to those of other 
WTO bodies.124 

�� Non-Tariff Measures Work Programme 
 

63. In November 2000, the ITA Committee agreed on a work programme on Non-Tariff Measures 
to identify those measures which adversely affect the expansion of trade in ITA products and to 
explore how the undue trade-distorting effects of such non-tariff measures could be reduced or 
eliminated.125 As part of the work programme, the ITA Committee agreed to conduct a survey on 
the types of conformity assessment procedures on electromagnetic compatibility (EMC) and 
electromagnetic interference (EMI) used by ITA Participants, which eventually led to the adoption of 
the "EMC/EMI Guidelines".126 The EMC/EMI Guidelines were revised in 2005127 with a view to making 
conformity assessment procedures more consistent, transparent, and simple. For a list of the types 

 
120 WT/MIN(96)/16, para. 2. 
121 Panel Report, EC – IT Products, para. 7.18 (extensive document references in original). 
122 See G/IT/1/Rev.58 and revisions. 
123 G/L/160, para. 3.  The Committee's rules of procedure provide for observer status in the Committee 

to WTO Members which are not parties, and governments that are observers to the Council for Trade in Goods.  
Furthermore, requests for observer status by international intergovernmental organizations would be 
considered on a case-by-case basis. 

124 G/IT/M/2

https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/MIN96/16.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/G/IT/1R58.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/G/L/160.pdf
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of procedures used by each ITA participant see the G/IT/W/17/Rev document series. On 7 May 2015, 
the ITA Committee held a workshop on non-tariff barriers affecting trade in IT products.128 

https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/G/IT/28.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/G/IT/27.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/G/IT/29.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/G/IT/W40.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/G/IT/M55.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/MIN15/25.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/956.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/956.pdf
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agreed by participants. It was recognized that extended staging of tariff reductions may be necessary 
in limited circumstances.138 

68. Paragraph 8 of the ITA Expansion Declaration sets out the modalities for scheduling tariff 
concessions. In order to implement its binding and elimination of customs duties and other duties 
and charges of any kind on products listed in the Attachments to the Declaration, each participant 
was requested to modify its Schedule of Concessions as follows: (a) in the case of products classified 
with HS 2007 subheadings listed in Attachment A, it shall create, where appropriate, sub-divisions 
in its Schedule of Concessions at the national tariff line level; and (b) in the case of the products 
specified in Attachment B, it shall attach an annex to its Schedule of Concessions including all 
products in Attachment B, which is to specify the detailed tariff classification for those products at 
either the national tariff line level or the HS 6-digit level". ITA Expansion participants' draft 
schedules139 had been approved on a consensus basis and represented approximately 90 per cent 
of world trade in the products covered by the Declaration.140 The first staged reduction in tariffs took 
place on 1 July 2016. 

69. Each ITA Expansion participant shall incorporate the tariff elimination commitments for each 
product covered by the Declaration into its WTO Schedule of Concessions, in accordance with the 
Decision of 26 March 1980 on Procedures for Modification and Rectification of Schedules of Tariff 
Concessions.

https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/L/956.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/G/MA/W117.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/WT/MIN15/25.pdf
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