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1.1 Text of Article XXIV
Article  XXIV
Final Provisions
1. Acceptance and Entry into Force

This Agreement shall enter into force on 1 January 1996 for those governments of the 1988



(e)
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Agreement shall apply to consultations and dispute settlement under th is
Agreemen t, which provisions are hereby incorporated in the Agreement by
reference for that purpose. These provisions shall be applied under the

auspices of the Committee under this Agreement.

Prior to the date of entry into force of the WTO Agreem ent, r eferences to
WTO bodies shall be construed as referring to the corresponding GATT body

and references to the Director -General of the WTO and to the WTO
Secretariat shall be construed as references to, respectively, the Director-

General to the CONTRAC TING PARTIES to GATT 1947 and to the GATT
Secretariat.

4, Reservations

Reservations may not be entered in respect of any of the provisions of this Agreement.

5.  National Legislation

@)

(b)

Each government accepting or acceding to this Agreement shall ensu re, not
later than the date of entry into force of this Agreement for it, the
conformity of its laws, regulations and administrative procedures, and the

rules, procedures and practices applied by the entities contained in its lists

annexed hereto, with the provisions of this Agreement.
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shall annually inform the General Council of the WTO of developments
during the perio ds co vered by such reviews.

(b) Not later than the end of the third year from the date of entry into force of
this Agreement and periodically thereafter, the Parties thereto shall
undertake further negotiations, with a view to improving this Agreeme nt and
achi eving the greatest possible extension of its coverage among all Parties
on the basis of mutual reciprocity, having regard to the provisions of
Article V relating to developing countries.

(c) Parties shall seek to avoid introducing or prolongin g disc rimin atory measures
and practices which distort open procurement and shall, in the context of
negotiations under subparagraph (b), seek to eliminate those which remain
on the date of entry into force of this Agreement.

8. Information Technology

With a view to ensuring that the Agreement does not constitute an unnecessary
obstacle to technical progress, Parties shall consult regularly in the Committee regarding
developments in the use of information technology in government procurement and shall, if
necessary, negotiate modifications to the Agreement. These consultations shall in particular
aim to ensure that the use of information technology promotes the aims of open, non -
discriminatory and efficient government procurement through transparent pro cedure s, that
contracts covered under the Agreement are clearly identified and that all available
information relating to a particular contract can be identified. When a Party intends to
innovate, it shall endeavour to take into account the views expresse d by o ther Parties
regarding any potential problems.

9. Amendments

Parties may amend this Agreement having regard, inter alia, to the experience gained in
its implementation. Such an amendment, once the Parties have concurred in accordance
with the proce dur es established by the Committee, shall not enter into force for any Party
until it has been accepted by such Party.

10. Withdrawal
@ Any Party may withdraw from this Agreement. The withdrawal shall take

effect upon the expiration of 60 days from t he date on which written notice
of withdrawal is received by the Director -General of the WTO. Any Party
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This Agreement shall be deposited with the Director -General of the WTO, who shall
promptly furnish to each Party a certified true copy of this Agreement, of each rectification or
modification thereto pursuant to paragraph 6 and of each amendment thereto pursuant to
paragraph 9, and a notification of each acceptance thereof or accession thereto pursuant to
paragraphs 1 and 2 and of each withdrawal therefrom pursuant to paragraph 10 of this
Article.

15. Registration

This Agreement shall be registered in accordance with the provisions of Article 102 of
the Charter of the United Nations.

Done at Marrakesh this fifte enth day of April one thousand nine hundred and ninety -four
in a single copy, in the English, French and Spanish languages, each text being authentic,
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