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1  PREAMBLE 

1.1  Text of the preamble 

Members, 
 
 Having regard to the Multilateral Trade Negotiations;  
 
 Desiring to further the objectives of GATT 1994; 
 
 Taking into account the particular trade, development and financial needs of developing 
country Members; 
 
 Recognizing the usefulness of automatic import licensing for certain purposes and that 
such licensing should not be used to restrict trade; 
 
 Recognizing that import licensing may be employed to administer measures such as 
those adopted pursuant to the relevant provisions of GATT 1994; 
 
 Recognizing the provisions of GATT 1994 as they apply to import licensing procedures; 
 
 Desiring to ensure that import licensing procedures are not utilized in a manner contrary 
to the principles and obligations of GATT 



WTO ANALYTICAL INDEX  
Licensing Agreement – Preamble (DS reports) 

 
 

2 
 

Agreement indicates clearly that this agreement relates to import licensing procedures 
and their administration, not to import licensing rules."1 

2. In EC – Poultry, Brazil argued before the Appellate Body that Articles 1.2 and 3.2 of the 
Licensing Agreement were not applicable to over-quota trade. In addressing these issues, the 
Appellate Body referred to the preamble of the Licensing Agreement: 

"The preamble to the Licensing Agreement stresses that the Agreement aims at 
ensuring that import licensing procedures 'are not utilized in a manner contrary to the 
principles and obligations of GATT 1994' and are 'implemented in a transparent and 
predictable manner'."2 
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1 Appellate Body Report, EC – Bananas III, para. 197. 
2 Appellate Body Report, EC – Poultry, para. 121. 


