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1  ARTICLE 13 OF THE AGREEMENT ON SAFEGUARDS 

1.1  Text of Article 13 

Article 13 
 

Surveillance 
 

 1. A Committee on Safeguards is hereby established, under the authority of the Council for 
Trade in Goods, which shall be open to the participation of any Member indicating its wish to 
serve on it. The Committee will have the following functions: 

 
(a) to monitor, and report annually to the Council for Trade in Goods on, the 

general implementation of this Agreement and make recommendations 
towards its improvement; 

 
(b) to find, upon request of an affected Member, whether or not the procedural 

requirements of this Agreement have been complied with in connection with 
a safeguard measure, and report its findings to the Council for Trade in Goods; 

 
(c) to assist Members, if they so request, in their consultations under the 

provisions of this Agreement; 
 

(d) to examine measures covered by Article 10 and paragraph 1 of Article 11, 
monitor the phase-out of such measures and report as appropriate to the 
Council for Trade in Goods; 

 
(e) to review, at the request of the Member taking a safeguard measure, whether 

proposals to suspend concessions or other obligations are "substantially 
equivalent", and report as appropriate to the Council for Trade in Goods; 

 
(f) to receive and review all notifications provided for in this Agreement and 

report as appropriate to the Council for Trade in Goods; and 
 

(g) to perform any other function connected with this Agreement that the Council 
for Trade in Goods may determine. 

 
 2. To assist the Committee in carrying out its surveillance function, the Secretariat shall 

prepare annually a factual report on the operation of this Agreement based on notifications and 
other reliable information available to it. 

 



https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/G/L/1054.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/G/L/1087.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/G/L/1130.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/G/L/1130C1.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/G/L/1155.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/G/L/1155C1.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/G/L/1192.pdf
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6. So far, two requests have been made under Article 13.1(e) of the Agreement on Safeguards. 
In 2018, Thailand submitted a request13 asking the Committee to review whether the suspension of 
concessions or other obligations applied by Türkiye in relation to Thailand's safeguard measures on 
imports of non-alloy hot-rolled steel flat products was "substantially equivalent" as provided for in 
Article 8.2. The Committee did not reach a consensus on how to draft the Committee's finding on 
Thailand's request, and the Chairperson of the Committee submitted a factual report on his own 
responsibility to the Council of Trade in Goods.14 In 2020, the European Union requested15 the 
Committee on Safeguards to review whether the suspension of concessions or other obligations 
proposed by Türkiye in regard to the European Union's safeguard measures on certain steel imports 
is "substantially equivalent" as provided for in 
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