


WTO ANALYTICAL INDEX   
SPS Agreement  – A nnex B  ( Practice ) 

 
 

2 
 

Notification procedures  
 

 5.  Whenever an international standard, guideline or recommendation does not exist or the 
content of a proposed sanitary or phytosanitary regulation is not substantially the same as 
the content of an international standard, guideline or recommendation, and if the regulation 
may have a significant effect on t rade of other Members, Members shall:  

 
(a) publish a notice at an early stage in such a manner as to enable interested 

Members to become acquainted with the proposal to introduce a particular 
regulation;  

 
(b) notify other Members, through the Secretariat, of the products to be covered 

by the regulation together with a brief indication of the objective and 
rationale of the proposed regulation.  Such notifications shall take place at 
an early stage, when amendments can still be introduced and comments 
taken in to account;
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