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 11.8 In providing advice and technical assistance to other Members in terms of paragraphs 1 to 7, 
Members shall give priority to the needs of the least-developed country Members. 
 
1.2  Related decisions and recommendations of the Committee on Technical Barriers to 
Trade 

1.2.1  General 

1. In considering the ways in which the provisions of Article 11 could be given operational 
significance, the Committee on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT Committee) agreed in 1995 that 
technical assistance would remain as an item of the agenda of the Committee on a permanent basis. 
The TBT Committee also agreed that technical assistance would be included on the agenda of a 
regular meeting of the Committee when so requested by a Member in accordance with the agreed 
procedures.1 

2. At its meeting in November 2000, in considering technical assistance, the TBT Committee 
agreed to develop a demand-driven technical cooperation programme related to the Agreement on 
Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT Agreement). As part of the programme, the TBT Committee would 
take into account existing and proposed technical assistance activities and seek ways to achieve 
more effective cooperation and coordination among donors to better target the needs identified by 
developing country Members.2 

3. In 2005, with a view to increasing transparency in the identification and prioritization of 
technical assistance needs, the Committee agreed to adopt, for use on a trial basis for two years, a 
format for the voluntary notification of specific technical assistance needs and responses.3 The 
Committee made follow-up recommendations in 2006 and 2009.4 Notifications of Specific Technical 
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1.2.3  Articles 11.2, 11.6 and 11.7 

6. See the Decision of the TBT Committee on principles for the development of international 
standards, guides and recommendations with relation to Articles 2 and 5 of and Annex 3 to the 
TBT Agreement.7 

___ 
 

Current as of: July 2024 

 
7 The text of the decision is contained in G/TBT/1/Rev.15
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