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1  ARTICLE 10 OF THE AGREEMENT ON TRADE FACILITATION 

1.1  Text of Article 10 

Article 10: Formalities Connected with Importation, Exportation and Transit 
 

1 Formalities and Documentation Requirements 
 
1.1 With a view to minimizing the incidence and complexity of import, export, and transit 
formalities and to decreasing and simplifying import, export, and transit documentation 
requirements and taking into account the legitimate policy objectives and other factors such 
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3.2 Members are encouraged to take part, within the limits of their resources, in the 
preparation and periodic review of relevant international standards by appropriate 
international organizations. 

 
3.3 The Committee shall develop procedures for the sharing by Members of relevant 
information, and best practices, on the implementation of international standards, as 
appropriate. The Committee may also invite relevant international organizations to discuss 
their work on international standards. As appropriate, the Committee may identify specific 
standards that are of particular value to Members. 

 
4 Single Window 

 
4.1 Members shall endeavour to establish or maintain a single window, enabling traders to 
submit documentation and/or data requirements for importation, exportation, or transit of 
goods through a single entry point to the participating authorities or agencies. After the 
examination by the participating authorities or agencies of the documentation and/or data, 
the results shall be notified to the applicants through the single window in a timely manner. 

 
4.2 In cases where documentation and/or data requirements have already been received 
through the single window, the same documentation and/or data requirements shall not be 
requested by participating authorities or agencies except in urgent circumstances and other 
limited exceptions which are made public. 

 
4.3 Members shall notify the Committee of the details of operation of the single window. 

 
4.4 Members shall, to the extent possible and practicable, use information technology to 
support the single window. 

 
5 Preshipment Inspection 

 
5.1 Members shall not require the use of preshipment inspections in relation to tariff 
classification and customs valuation. 

 
5.2 Without prejudice to the rights of Members to use other types of preshipment inspection 
not covered by paragraph 5.1, Members are encouraged not to introduce or apply new 
requirements regarding their use. 

 
6 Use of Customs Brokers 

  
6.1 Without prejudice to the important policy concerns of some Members that currently 
maintain a special role for customs brokers, from the entry into force of this Agreement 
Members shall ni
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(c) differentiating its procedures and documentation requirements to provide total or
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1.3  Article 10.4.3: Operation of the Single Window 

2. To date, eighty-seven (87) Members1 have presented notifications under this provision. All 
types of notifications under the TFA can be found in document series: WT/PCTF/N/* and G/TFA/N/*. 
They are also publicly accessible through the Trade Facilitation Agreement Database 
(https://www.tfadatabase.org/). 

1.4   Article 10.6.2: The use of customs brokers 

3. To date, one-hundred and eighteen (118) Members2 have presented notifications under this 
provision. All types of notifications under the TFA can be found in document series: WT/PCTF/N/* 
and G/TFA/N/*. They are also publicly accessible through the Trade Facilitation Agreement Database 
(https://www.tfadatabase.org/
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