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Trade Policy Review Mechanism  — Paragraph G (Practice )
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1 PARAGRAPH G OF THE TRADE POLICY REVIEW MECHANISM
1.1 Text of Paragraph G

1. Annual reports by the Director -General are submitted to the Trade Policy Review Body
(TPRB) in accordance with Paragraph G.

1 The most recent such report explains that:

"This Report covers the period mid -October 2017 to mid -October 2018 . It is presented
pursuant to Paragraph G of the Trade Policy Review Mechanism mandate and aims to

assist the Trade Policy Review Body to undertake its annual overview of developments

in the international trading environment that are having an impact on the multilateral

trading system. The Report is issued under the sole responsibility of the Director -
General. It has no legal effect on the rights and obligations of Members, nor does it

have any legal implications with respect to the conformity of any measure noted in the

Report with any WTO Agreements or any provisions thereof 2

2. The Trade Policy Review Mechanism (TPRM) requires Members, in between their reviews, to
provide information on significant trade policy changes. The WTO Secretariat uses this and other
information  to prepare, on a regular basis, the annual overview by the Director -General under
Paragraph G of the TPRM  which provides the WTO  Membership with selected developments in the
international trading environment. The information is consolidated and presented in the
Director -General's annual reports on Developments in the International Trading Environment, as

called for by P aragraph G of the TPRM . These report s review trade and trade- related measures
implemented by WTO Members.

3. Trade Monitoringwas d  iscussed for the first time in the Fourth Appraisal of the TPRM. During
this Appraisal, there was broad consensus for the continuation and strengthening of the current

monitoring exercise on trade and trade- related measures under Paragraph G of the TPRM and related
briefings by the Director  -General in international forums such as the G -20.3

4, During the Eighth Ministerial Conference in December 2011, Members adopted a Decision
on the TPRM, stating

"We recognize the regular work undertaken by the TPRB on th e monitoring exercise of
trade and trade- related measures in fulfilling its mandate. We take note of the work
initially done in the context of the global financial and economic crisis, and direct it to

be continued and strengthened. We therefore invite the Director -General to continue
presenting his trade monitoring reports on a regular basis, and ask the TPRB to consider

these monitoring reports in addition to its meeting to undertake the Annual Overview

of Developments in the International Trading Environ ment. We also take note of the
WTO's reports on its specific monitoring of G -20 measures. We commit to duly comply
with the existing transparency obligations and reporting requirements needed for the

! These reports can be found in the document series WT/TPR/OV/* .
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