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products other than wines and spirits and those related to the relationship between the TRIPS 
Agreement and the Convention on Biological Diversity", and "request[ed] the Director-General, 
without prejudice to the positions of Members, to intensify his consultative process on all outstanding 
implementation issues under paragraph 12(b)".3 

1.3  Article 23.4 

2. In paragraph 34 of its Annual Report (1996), the Council for TRIPS agreed to "initiate in 1997 
preliminary work on issues relevant to the negotiations specified in Article 23.4 of the 
TRIPS Agreement concerning the establishment of a multilateral system of notification and 
registration of geographical indications for wines. Issues relevant to a notification and registration 
system for spirits will be part of this preliminary work."4 This preliminary work was initiated at the 
Council's meeting in February 1997.5 

3. The first sentence of paragraph 18 of the Doha Ministerial Declaration, adopted on 
14 November 2001 provides that "[w]ith a view to completing the work started in the Council for 
Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (Council for TRIPS) on the implementation of 
Article 23.4, we agree to negotiate the establishment of a multilateral system of notification and 
registration of geographical indications for wines and spirits by the Fifth Session of the Ministerial 
Conference."6 

4. On 1 February 2002, the TNC established the Special Session of the Council for TRIPS to 
conduct the negotiations. On 1 August 2004, the General Council adopted a decision on "Doha Work 
Programme". In its paragraph 1.f, the General Council reaffirmed Members' commitment to progress 
in this area of negotiations in line with the Doha mandates.
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