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1   RULE 24 

1.1  Text of Rule 24  

Third Particip(i)-6.L1.0t rCs21 it intends to appear at the oral hearing, 
and, if so, whether it intends to make an oral statement.  

 
(3) Third participants are encouraged to file written submissions to facilitate their 
positions being taken fully into account by the division hearing the appeal and in 
order that participants and other third participants will have notice of positions to be 
taken at the oral hearing.  

 
 (4)  Any third party that has neither filed a written submission pursuant to  

paragraph  1, nor notified the Secr etariat pursu ant to paragraph  2, may notify the 
Secretariat that it intends to appear at the oral hearing, and may request to make 
an oral statement at the hearing.  Such notifications and requests should be notified 
to the Secretariat in writing at the earliest opportu nity.  

 
1.2  2003 A mendment of Rule 24 and Rule 27(3) to allow for "passive participation"  

1.  Rule 24 of the Working Procedures originally provided that "[a]ny third party may file a written 
submission , stating its intention to participate as a third participant in  the appeal and containing the 
grounds and legal arguments in support of its position, within 25 days after the date of the filing of 
the Notice of Appeal".

1 Rule 27(3) of the Working Procedures originally provided that "[a]ny third 
participant who has fi led a submission pursuant to Rule 24  may appear to make oral arguments or 
presentations at the oral hearing". 2 

2.  The Appellate Body subsequently amended Rule 24 and Rule 27(3) (the amendment took 
effect 1  May 2003).  The Appellate Body explained the reasons behind the amendments in a 
communication dated 19 December 2002:  

"The experience of the first six years of operation of the Appellate Body reveale d an 
unintended rigidity in the Working Procedures  with respect to the rules relating to third 
party participation in the or
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requiring the filing of a written submission.  We agreed with Members that a more 
flexible approach was desirable and sought to respond to Members' requests for change 
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