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Enabling and regulating 
the digital economy
By Anupam Chander, Georgetown University  
Law Center

The internet is the twenty-first century’s 
Silk Road, powering trade across the 
globe in ways heretofore impossible. 
The internet arrived on many nations’ 
shores without much prior preparation 
by governments, and it would take time 
to see how the internet would transform 
every part of life – from socializing, to 
learning, to creating. Regulators were 
often left struggling to catch up, eager 


