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These sources are supplemented by national publications and 
Secretariat estimates.

Figures for total merchandise trade are largely derived from 
IMF, International Financial Statistics. Data on merchandise 
trade by origin, destination and product are obtained mainly 
from Eurostat and the UNSD Comtrade database. Some 
inconsistencies in the aggregate export and import data for 
the same country or territory between the two sources are 
inevitable. These can be attributed to the use of different systems 
of recording trade, to the way in which IMF and UNSD have 
converted data expressed in national currencies into dollars, 
and revisions which can be more readily incorporated in the IMF 
data.

Statistics on trade in commercial services are mainly drawn 
from the IMF Balance of Payments Statistics. For countries 
that do not report to the IMF (e.g., Macao, China; and Taipei, 
Chinese) data are drawn from national sources. Estimations for 
missing data are mainly based on national statistics. Statistics 

on trade in commercial services by origin and destination (Tables 
III.6 and III.7) are also derived from national statistics. 

GDP series in current dollars are mainly derived from the 
World Bank World Development Indicators, supplemented in 
some cases with statistics from the IMF World Economic Outlook 
database.
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