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Nations Statistical Commission. I think this underlines the potential impact that 
this new dimension of globalization has on national and regional development. 

The WTO has also been active in fostering statistical capacity building, in 
cooperation with other regional and international institutions. This is vital because 
of course the quality of our statistical work depends largely on accurate and 
comprehensive official data submitted by members. The WTO is now acting as 
the technical assistance focal point of the inter-agency task force on international 
trade statistics (comprising the UN, Eurostat, IMF, OECD, UNCTAD, UNWTO and 
the WTO) with the aim of improving the availability of trade in services statistics.

Of course, compiling statistics is only part of the job. To provide transparency and 
increase understanding of trade trends, we must also make our statistics available 
and accessible to a wider audience. We have therefore been investing in new IT 
technologies and revamping our databases to make them more user-friendly for 
inter-disciplinary analysis. In addition, we are working on new research projects to 
develop composite trade indicators and properly quantify e-commerce. Looking 
ahead, we will be able to see further improvements in the WTO’s statistical work 
through streamlined publications, enhanced online accessibility and  
expanded coverage of data. In this way, I am confident that our statistical work 
will continue to go from strength to strength – and that it will continue to support 
all elements of the WTO’s objectives, just as it has for the last 20 years.


