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in recent years underlines the importance countries place on these RTAs. Selected 
information on RTAs by country is presented in the tables below. 

RTAs noti�ed to the WTO by WTO members 

WTO members who enter into such agreements depart from the non-discrimination 
principle defined in the GATT and the GATS but are permitted under three sets of 
rules: 

•	 Paragraphs 4 to 10 of Article XXIV of GATT 1994 (as clarified in the 
Understanding on the Interpretation of Article XXIV of the GATT 1994) provide 
for the formation and operation of customs unions and free-trade areas covering 
trade in goods, and interim agreements leading to one or the other; 

•	 Paragraph 2(c) of the so-called Enabling Clause (i.e., the 1979 Decision on 
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Ta ble A1. �  Num b er of Reg ion a l t rade ag re ement s (RTA s) not ified a nd in 

http://www.wto.org/english/res_e/statis_e/statis_e.htm
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Ta ble A1. �  Num b er of Reg ion a l t rade ag re ement s (RTA s) not ified a nd in 
forc e by WTO Member s (including RTAs wit h non-WTO Member s) 
(continued)

Country/Territory
Goods  
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183
D ow n l o a d t he dat a :
www.wto.org/statistics

WTO ITC UNCTAD
World Tariff Profiles 2013

III 
T

E
C

H
N

IC
A

L A
N

N
E

X
E

S

Ta ble A2. �  Ta r i f f el i m i n at ion in Reg ion a l Trade Ag re ement s (RTA s) at  
t he MFN level, at ent r y into forc e a nd at t he preferent i a l level,  
at t he end of t he implement at ion per io d  
 
Description of column headings

Column heading Description 

RTA

Name of the RTA. The list includes only RTAs considered under the Transparency Mechanism 1 
and for which a Factual Presentation has been prepared by the WTO Secretariat and the RTA 
considered in the Committee on RTA or the Committee on Trade and Development. The list 
excludes RTAs pertaining to EU enlargements and the South African Customs Union (SACU). An 
asterisk (*) denotes an agreement under the Enabling Clause.

Party Party to the RTA

Entry into force Date of entry into force of the RTA

Phase-out period Start year and end year of the implementation of the tariff reduction agreement

Duty Free Tariff Lines 
(% of Total)

MFN at entry  
into force

Percentage of MFN duty free national tariff lines in the tariff schedule 
of the country/party to the RTA at the start of the entry into force of 
the agreement. The statistic is presented for the total tariff schedule 
and also by sectorial breakdown into AG and Non-AG. This is the 
basis for the tariff reduction in the agreement. In quota tariff lines are 
excluded in the calculation.

Preferential tariff at the 
end of implementation 
period

Percentage of duty free national tariff lines in the preferential 
tariff schedule of the country/party to the RTA offered to the other 
country/party to the RTA at the end of the implementation date of the 
agreement. The statistic is presented for the total preferential tariff 
schedule and also by sectorial breakdown into AG and Non-AG. In 
quota tariff lines are excluded in the calculation.

http://www.wto.org/english/res_e/statis_e/statis_e.htm
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Ta ble A2. �  Ta r i f f el i m i n at ion in Reg ion a l Trade Ag re ement s (RTA s) at  
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Ta ble A2. �  Ta r i f f el i m i n at ion in Reg ion a l Trade Ag re ement s (RTA s) at  
t he MFN level, at ent r y into forc e a nd at t he preferent i a l level,  
at t he end of t he implement at ion per io d (continued)
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