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2.2. Use of NTMs in “green” and “brown” energy products 

1  Indicators for Grenada, Liberia and Tajikistan were not estimated as the corresponding trade information was not available.

The TRAINS NTM database can be 
used to produce statistics for any region 
or for any product group. Three basic 
indicators�–�frequency index, coverage 
ratio, and prevalence score�–�reveal 
the use of NTMs as policy instruments 
(see Box 2). They provide information 
on how often a country uses NTMs, 
the most common NTM types, and the 
nature of the most regulated sectors. 

http://www.wto.org/english/res_e/statis_e/statis_e.htm
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energy products. This does not 
mean that NTMs are more trade 

http://www.wto.org/english/res_e/statis_e/statis_e.htm
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Figure 4: NTM indicators, by economy and sector group

http://www.wto.org/english/res_e/statis_e/statis_e.htm
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restrict these types of products. It 
may only relate to the fact that green 

http://www.wto.org/english/res_e/statis_e/statis_e.htm
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The difference is clear for price control 
measures. While less than 10�per�cent 
of green products need to comply with 
price control measures, it is about 
30�per�cent for brown energy products.

SPS, TBT and pre-shipment inspection 
constitute “technical measures” while 
the other NTMs are considered to 
be non-technical. Figure 6 shows 
that the use of NTMs is more 

widespread for brown products, for 
both technical and non-technical 
measures, and for all three indicators.

Figure 6: NTM indicators, by sector groups and type of NTM

Source: Authors’ illustration based on TRAINS.

Panel a. Green energy products

Frequency Index Coverage Ratio Prevalence Score (right axis)

Panel b. Brown energy products
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