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2. Product classi�cation for WTO trade 
statistics and policy analysis�–�Multilateral 
Trade Negotiations (MTN)�Categories

2.1�Overview

1
policies, and the compilation of trade 
statistics across various economic 
sectors. They are commonly used in 
WTO publications and documents.

2.2�Background

Tokyo Round
The origins of the MTN�Categories 
can be traced back to a report 
published in January 1980 by the 
Director-General of the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT), which outlined the outcomes 



Doha Round
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2.4�Revisions and maintenance

The maintenance of the 
MTN�Categories is carried out by the 
Economic Research and Statistics 
Division of the WTO Secretariat. 
To support time series analysis, a 
consistent correspondence between 
MTN�Categories/sub-categories 
and the HS six-digit codes has 
been established for each version 
of the Harmonized System, such 
as HS1996, HS2002, HS2007, 
HS2012, HS2017 and future 
versions. This correspondence 
will continue to be updated with 
each new version of the HS.

The MTN�Categories and sub-
categories will be adjusted over time to 
re�ect changes in merchandise trade 
patterns. This includes considering 
comments and suggestions received 
from relevant experts to ensure 
the relevance and accuracy of the 
classi�cation. As international trade 
evolves, the MTN classi�cation will 
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MTN Categories and subcategories Harmonized System 2022
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Electrical machinery and electronic equipment

T01 Electrical machinery Headings 8501-8507, 8511-8515, 8531, 8535-8539, 8540 
(except 8540.11-8540.60), 8543-8549 (except 8544.70)

T02 Electronic components Headings 8532-8534; subheading 8523.52

T03 Semiconductors Headings 8541, 8542

T04 Telecommunication equipment Headings 8517, 8518, 8524, 8526, 8529, 8530; subheading 8544.70

T05 Audio-visual devices Headings 8519-8523 (except 8523.52), 8525, 8527, 8528 (except 
8528.42, 8528.52, 8528.62); subheadings 8540.11-8540.60

T06


