


 
   

 

6. As Minister Purcell pointed out, each accession has its own pace. The 

circumstances differ significantly. You have countries that are in the middle of a 
conflict; countries that may have to recover from natural catastrophes; and 
countries that legitimately have other priorities in any given time or are going 

through important transitions politically.  

7. Members need to show flexibilities particularly for LDCs but at the same 

time there are no shortcuts.  There are things that you have to do to become a 
Member. I heard after Liberia's accession, a lot of people wanted Minister Addy 
to tell them: what was the fast track to the finish line? What had made it easier 

for him?  The truth is: nothing made it easier for him. If he made it to the finish 
line faster than people expected, it is because he ran faster. His team worked 

very hard.  

8. I also have to give credit to Members. They responded in kind and I think 
most of you can count on that. If you are willing to do what is necessary to 

become a Member, you will find that Members are willing to meet you half way. 
You will also find a Secretariat that will work hard to help you get to the finish 

line.  

9. As Minister Al-Maitami and Minister Purcell pointed out, there are external 
factors. Despite your best wishes, you can get setbacks. But it is important to 

keep putting in the effort. Indeed, accession is unavoidably complex and 
difficult.  It requires reform and change is inherently difficult. But there are WTO 

partners that are ready to help and there is 


