
Session 4:  State of Play in WTO Accessions
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1. WTO accessions �t Achievements to date

2. State of playin accessions
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Map of WTO Members and Observers
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Multilateral negotiations (Rules) 

Bilateral negotiations  (Market Access) 

�‡ Equatorial 
Guinea

�‡ Libya
�‡ Sao Tome and 

Principe*
�‡ Somalia*
�‡ Syrian Arab Rep. 

�‡ Bahamas
�‡ Ethiopia*
�‡ Sudan*

�‡ Algeria 
�‡ Azerbaijan 
�‡ Belarus 
�‡ Bhutan* 
�‡ Bosnia & 

Herzegovina 
�‡ Comoros* 
�‡ Lebanese Rep. 
�‡ Serbia

Working 
Party 

Established

Factual Summary 
of Points Raised

Memorandum on 
Foreign Trade 

Regime 

Draft Working 
Party Report

�‡ Andorra 
�‡ Iran
�‡ Iraq
�‡ Timor-Leste*
�‡ South Sudan*
�‡ Uzbekistan

(No documents 
submitted)

Initial Goods & 
Services Offer

�‡ Andorra 
�‡ Ethiopia* 
�‡ Uzbekistan

Revised Goods &Services Offer 

�‡ Algeria 
�‡ Azerbaijan
�‡ Bahamas 
�‡ Belarus 
�‡ Bhutan* 
�‡ Bosnia and Herzegovina
�‡ Comoros*
�‡ Lebanese Rep.
�‡ Serbia 
�‡
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Acceding Government 
(Working Party establishment) 

Number of WP  
meeting(s) held

Number of documents 
issued to the WP+

Number of questions 
replied to by Acceeding 

Governments+

Algeria (1987) 12 105 1897
Belarus (1993) 12 173 2955
Sudan* (1994) 4 88 917
Uzbekistan (1994) 3 34 1348
Azerbaijan (1997) 14 110 2338
Andorra (1997) 1 17 225
Lebanese Republic (1999) 7 61 834
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1. Training & TechncialAssistance 
�‡National activities�t tailor-made to individualaccession, dependingon accession stage 
�‡Geneva-basedspecializedtraining courses on WTO Accessions

�92019: WTO Rules (2 weeks, February) and Market Access on Goods(one week, November)
�92020: Agriculture (one week, October) and Market Acccesson Services (one week, TBC) 

�9China Accession InternshipProgramme �t Five 10-month internpositions  

2. Experience-sharing on WTO Accessions
�‡China Round Table �t Annual, varioustopics

�9Best practices in accession negotiations, LDC accessions and post-accession; African/EurasianPerspectives on MTS; 
WTO Rules; Accession Negotiators Network

�‡African RegionalDialogue on WTO Accessions, annual, issues of interestto African accessions 
�93rd Dialogue, Addis Ababa, 3-7 February2020 �t «Economic transformation through WTO membershipand AfCFTA

3. Support to Accession-related Groups
�‡Informal Group on Accessions (IGA) �t �^�����Œ���š���Œ�]���š�[�•monthlybriefings to WTO Members
�‡Informal Group of Acceeding Governments(IGAG) �t Regular meetings of Geneva-baseddelegations
�‡g7+ WTO Accession Group �t Regular meetings of FCA acceeding and post-accession LDCs 
�‡Informal Dialogue of Acceeding LDCs �t ad hoc

Secretariat Support to AccedingGovernments
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4. Information Disseminationon WTO Accessions  
�‡Accession Intelligence Portal (AIP) �t documentation, Accession Commitmentand Protocol Database(ACDB) 
�‡Accession Newsletter �t monthyreportingon developmentsin WTO accessions
�‡Tweeter - @OshikawaMaika
�‡DG AnnualReport on WTO Accessions with different thematicfocus

�9 «Coherencein WTO Accessions» (2019); «Developmentsin the Management of Accession Negotiations» (2018)
«Accessions and the Business Environment» (2017); «Accession for Structural Reforms and Economic Diversification» (2016) 

�‡Variouspublications: 
�9 «A Handbookon Accession to the WTO» (2008, w/ CUP); «WTO Accessions and Trade Multilateralism:  Case Studiesand Lessonsfor the 

WTO at Twenty» (2015, w/ CUP); «Trade Multilateralismin the Twenty-First Century: Building the UpperFloors



1. What are the biggestchallangesin your accession? 

2. What is neededto overcomethesechallanges?  
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