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"WTO Accession and Post-Accession: Fostering Economic Opportunities and Development™

Thank you, Mr. Chair. Let me, at the very outset thank the organizers of the Fourth China Round
Table, in particular, Mr. Chiedu Osakwe for inviting me to this event. Let me also take this
opportunity in thanking the government of Kenya for hosting us while extending excellent
hospitality.

As you are aware, Afghanistan's accession package to the WTO is expected to be signed this week
here, so let me also take this opportunity to thank all those around this table who have been
tremendously helpful to help us reach this milestone. We believe accession to the WTO will help
Afghanistan to create new economic opportunities, to reduce poverty, to set the path for
sustainable economic development. The four identified priorities of this Fourth China Round Table
are indeed very relevant to us. The focus of my discussion today here however will be on how
WTO membership can help Afghanistan as a landlocked economy within the region in addressing
the lingering trade and transit problems and how it will help us in boosting production capacity in
exports. Historically
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is another problem. In one country, Afghan transit trade is only permitted if an insurance policy is
obtained from one of three recognized insurance companies based on their country of transit.



