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Lao PDR applied for WTO membership in 1997, however only 15 years afterward 
it 
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time, we make use of Lao PDR’s membership in different groups under WTO, such 
as ASEAN, LDC and LLDC through which we can provide inputs and share 
information. 
 
After more than two years of membership in the WTO, my own assessment based 
on a presentation made by Maika yesterday, Lao PDR is still in a transition from 
“listening mode” to “active member”. However, in a broader scene Lao PDR has 
made steady progresses and achievements in fulfilling its obligations and 
commitments: 

- Lao PDR has made its utmost efforts to fulfill its accession commitments 
with regard to notification requirements. Since its accession in 2013, Lao 
PDR has submitted a total number of 15 notifications (11 in 2013, 3 in 
2014 and 1 in 2015 so far). 

- Lao PDR is well underway with ratification of the Trade Facilitation 
Agreement, while it might take some time for the Lao PDR to finalize 
classification of its categories A, B and C trade facilitation measures, 
particularly categories B and C as there is a need to ensure firm 
commitments from ministries and ag 0 0 1 70istries


