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The 11th China Round Table is funded by the Government of China and organized by the WTO Secretariat, as part of the agreed activities 
under the China-WTO MOU1. 

  

For questions and inquiries on the Round Table, please contact: 

• Ms Maika Oshikawa (tel: +41 22 739 56 43; e-mail: maika.oshikawa@wto.org) 
• Ms Anna Varyanik (tel: +41 22 739 62 31; e-mail: anna.varyanik@wto.org ) 
• Mr Dimitar Bratanov (tel: +41 22 739 6023; email: dimitar.bratanov@wto.org) 
• Ms Souda Tandara-Stenier (tel: +41 22 739 6321; email: souda.tandara-stenier@wto.org)   

  

For inquiries on logistics in Vientiane, Lao PDR, please contact: 

• Ms Vilayphone Xindavong (tel: +856 20 22 238 891; e-mail: v.xindavong@laoftpd.com) 
• Ms Souvipha Inthavong (tel: +856 20 55 612 222;  e





 
 

PREVIOUS ROUND TABLES (Cont'd) 

 

 
Seventh China Round Table: “Eurasian Perspectives on the 
Future of the Multilateral Trading System: Accessions and 
the Evolution of WTO rules”  
Astana, Kazakhstan, 26-27 September 2018 
 

 
Eighth China Round Table: “Accessions and WTO Reform: On the 
Road to MC12”  
Moscow, Russian Federation, 4-6 December 2019 
 

 
Ninth China Round Table: “25 Years of WTO Accession in 
Review” 
Virtual Conference, Geneva, Switzerland, 11 December 2020 
 
 

 
Tenth China Round Table: “10 Years of Capacity Building under the 
China Programme” 
Virtual, Geneva, Switzerland, 18-20 January 2022 
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DAY 2 – THURSDAY, 2 FEBRUARY 2023 

SESSION 3:  

HIGH-



 
 

• Lao PDR's WTO Accession – Mr Yi Xiaozhun, former DDG, WTO; former 
Chairperson on the Working Party on the Accession of Lao PDR (by video 
message);  

• WTO and ASEAN: Lao PDR's accession and membership / Lao PDR’s 
Accession to ITA/ITA II – Ms Vilayphone Xindavong, Deputy Director 
General, Department of Foreign Trade Policy, Ministry of Industry and 
Commerce, Lao PDR. 

Commentator: 
• Lao PDR's Trade Policy Review – Mr Usman Ali Khilji, Head of Desk, Institute 

for Training and Technical Cooperation, WTO. 

Followed by open discussion  

12h30 – 14h00 (Vientiane) Lunch 

SESSION 4 (cont'd): LAO PDR's WTO MEMBERSHIP: WHAT'S NEXT? 

 

1 2 h30 – 14h



 
 

DAY 3 – FRIDAY, 3 FEBRUARY 2023 



 
 

• Hon. Axel M. Addy, former Minister of Commerce and Industry, Chief 
Negotiator on the WTO Accession of Liberia (virtually); 

• Mr Mozammil Shinwari, former Deputy Minister of Industry and Commerce, 
Chief Negotiator on Afghanistan's WTO Accession; 

• H.E. Mr Seremaia Matai Nawalu, State Minister of Trade and Commerce, 
Vanuatu; 

• Mr Kong Sotheara, Deputy Director, Department of Notification and Legal 
Compliance, Ministry of Commerce, Cambodia; 

• Mr Madhu Kumar Marasini, Secretary, Ministry of Industry, Commerce and 
Supplies, Nepal; 

Followed by open discussion 

CLOSING SESSION  

 
 
 

11h45 – 12h00 (Vientiane) 
5h45 – 6h00 (Geneva) 

• Report on the Outcome of the 11th China Round Table –  
H.E. Mr Malaithong Kommasith, Minister of Industry and Commerce, Lao 
PDR; 

• Concluding remarks – Ms Maika Oshikawa, Director, Accessions Division, 
WTO. 

12h00 – 13h00 (Vientiane) Lunch Break 

From 13h00 (Vientiane) Cultural Programme 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

 COUNTRY/ORGANIZATION NAME POSITION 
Acceding Governments     

Bhutan Ms Binita Lhadon Ghalley 



 
 

European Union Ms Erica Migliorati Intern, Delegation of the European Union to Lao 
PDR 

Japan Mr Kenya Uehara Counsellor, Permanent Mission of Japan to the 
WTO (virtually) 

Singapore Ms Mary Elizabeth Chelliah  Principal Trade Specialist, Ministry of Trade 
(virtually) 

Thailand Ambassador Pimchanok Pitfield Permanent Representative of Thailand to the WTO 
(by video message) 

Working Party Chairpersons 

Comoros Ambassador Omar Zniber 
Permanent Representative of Morocco to the 
WTO, Chairperson of the Working Party on the 
Accession of Comoros (by video message) 

Timor-Leste Ambassador Rui Macieira  
Permanent Representative of Portugal to the WTO, 
Chairperson of the Working Party on the Accession 
of Timor-Leste (by video message) 

 
International Organizations and Partners  

ASEAN Secretariat Dr Le Quang Lan 
Director, Market Integration Directorate, ASEAN 
Secretariat 

Asian Development Bank Ms Kanya S. Sasradipoera Senior Trade Specialist, Southeast Asia Department 
(virtually) 

Executive Secretariat for the 
Enhanced Integrated 
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