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51- "Surface Rights Fees" mean the fees the amount, payment conditions, and 
duration of which shall be established in the Mining Regulations. 
 
52- “Stores of scrap materials [Tailings]" means the stores of material rejected 
from the exploitation of Mines or Quarries or any solid or liquid residue deriving 
from Processing. 
 
53- "Tailings Exploitation" means any activity by means of which an individual or 
a legal entity, extracts Mineral Substances from an Artificial Deposit of scrap 
material, and processes them, in order to sell them





6- Cancel  or  withdraw  Licenses  or  other  Mineral  Rights,  accept declarations  
of relinquishments of Mineral Rights and certify the expiry of Mineral Rights; 
7- Grant or refuse to grant Licenses and to establish the particular rights and 
obligations attaching thereto; 
8- Propose to the council of ministers for its approval of the execution of Mining 
contracts with other persons for the implementation of Mineral projects.  
9- Propose to the council of ministers for its approval the Deposits which are 

























 
(7) The lessee and the lessor of a Mineral Right, as the case may be, shall be 
jointly and severally liable to the State concerning the Mining Right, including the 
payment of Mineral Royalties. 
 
(8) Any Person who inherits a Mineral Right shall b



Holder and shall automatically become property of the State, without payment of 
cost; [and] 
 
2- the buildings, and permanent installations constructed affixed to land 
outside the Perimeter covered by the Mineral Rights, which is later on 
relinquished, , shall, subject to Article 75, be disposed of with the agreement of  



7- persistent violation of laws or violations of obligations of the Holder 
relating to health and safety of labor, human rights, protection of the 
environment or protection of affected communities; and 
8- Public order or necessity. 
 
(3) Prior to the withdrawal or termination of a Mineral Right on the basis of 
the grounds set forth in paragraph 2 of this article, the Holder shall be given not 
less than 30 days' written notice of the Ministry of Mines and Industries's 
intention to withdraw or terminate the Mineral Right. 
 
(4) If the withdrawal or termination of a Mineral Right is based solely on the 
grounds of public order or necessity, compensation shall be paid to the Holder in 
accordance with the provisions of this law. 
 
(5) A withdrawing or terminating of Mineral Rights shall be based on a written 
and reasoned Order of the Ministry of Mines and Industries, and is subject to 
appeal by the Holder.  
 
(6) Unless otherwise specified in the Mining Regulations, the withdrawal or 
termination of the Mineral Right does not relieve the Holder from its 
responsibilities relating to the protection of the environment, rehabilitation of 
sites or in respect of any other obligation established in the contract of Mineral 
Rights. 
 





(2) In no event may the Exploration work become Exploitation work unless 
the Holder of the Mineral  Exploration  License  has  obtained  an  Exploitation  
License  in  accordance  with  the provisions of this Law. 
 
(3) As long as an Exploration License is effective, no other application for 
Mineral Rights for all or part of the Perimeter may be accepted in the mentioned 
period, except when: 1- the application for an Exploitation License from the 
Holder of the said Exploration License is presented; or 2-  the Holder  is eligible 
pursuant to Article 20 of this law.  
 
(4) The Exploration License also entitles its Holde









(2)  In addition, the Holder as provided for in paragraph one may also carry 









an Authorization for Quarry Exploitation in accordance with the provisions of this 
Law. 
 
(3) As long as a Perimeter is subject to a Authorization for Quarry Exploration, 
no other application for Quarry  Authorizations for all or part of this  Perimeter  
may  be processed, except: 1- When the application  for  an  Authorization  for  
Quarry  Exploitation  is submitted  by the  Holder  of  the   said Authorization for 
Quarry Exploration; 2-  In circumstances contemplated by Article 20 of this Law. 
 















(6) The term of validity of the Authorizations for Artisanal Exploitation is two 
years, renewable indefinitely for successive two year periods, subject to the 

















 
(2) The Ministry of Mines and Industries may arbitrate in any disputes among 
Holders of Mineral Rights upon their request. 































(3) a Person whose pre-existing claim to conduct Mineral Activities is validated 
by the Claims Commission shall be entitled to a priority right to apply for a 
Mineral Right in respect of such claims, provided that such Person shall be 
required to comply with all other applicable requirements of this Law and the 
Mining Regulations, and to submit an application for such Mineral Rights in 
accordance with the provisions of this Law within ninety (90) days from the date 
its pre-existing claim has been validated by the commission.   
If a new Mineral Right issued in accordance with this Law conflicts with a pre-
existing claim that has been validated by the commission constituted, then such 
new Mineral Right shall remain valid and unencumbered by such pre-existing 
claim, but the Holder of such new Mineral Right shall be required to compensate 
the holder of such validated pre-existing claim.    
 


