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Out l i ne

• Why join the WTO?
• Accession results to date
• State of play in African accessions

– M ultilate ra l tra c k o n rules
– Bilateral tra c k o n market ac c e s s

• Secretariat Support to Acceding Governments 
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WTO Accessions results to date

�¾ 36 accessions, includ in g fro m 9 LDCs, have b e e n conc l ude d
b et we e n 1996 and 2016
• Last Members j oi n ed i n Ju l y 2016, i .e . Afghani sta n a n d L i b eri a
• Articl e XI I M emb ers a ccou nt for over 20% of WTO membership
• Additi on al 18% of wo rl d t ra d e cove red by WTO ru l es - today, 98.1% wo rl d

t ra d e con d u cted u n d er WTO

�¾Avera ge l e n gt h of a c c e s s ion : 10 years and 2 months (but 12 years
and 2 months for LDCs)
• Sh ortest : 2 years and 8 months (Kyrgyz Rep u b l i c, 1998)
• L on gest : 19 years and 9 months (Kazakh sta n a n d Seych el l es, 2015)

�¾3 African Accessions conc lude d to d ate :
• Cabo Verde* (joined i n Ju l y 2008): 8 yead0 Td
e[(mo)-4.4 (n)9.7 (th)2.2 (*)]TJ
/TT0 1 Tftin
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WTO Accession Results (contd)

Average DTF Changes for a Member 

0
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9 On-going Accessions in Africa

• Algeria 

• Comoros*

• Equatorial Guinea 

• Ethiopia* 

• Libya

• Sao Tomé & Principe* 

• Somalia*

• South Sudan*

• Sudan* 



Multilateral negotiations (Rules) 

Bilateral negotiations  (Market Access) 

• Equatorial 
Guinea

• Libya

• Sao Tome 
and 
Principe*

•
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General Status Accession WP (establishment) Last WP meeting Next envisaged WP meeting
(based on Secretariat’s assessment)

Strategic focus 2020 1. Comoros* (2007) - 4WPM, March 2018 - Q2 2020 

Work in progress
On-going efforts to 
move the WP process 

1. Ethiopia* (2003)
2. South Sudan* (2017)
3. Sudan* (1994)

- 4WPM, 30 January 2020 
- 1WPM, March 2019
- 4WPM, July 2017

- Q4 2020
- 2020
- Q2 2020

Activation 
Efforts to start the 
WP process with 
MFTR 

1. Equatorial Guinea (2008) 
2. Somalia* (2016)

- No WP held to date
- No WP held to date

- October 2020
- 2020

Inactive 
No WP held at least 
during last 5 years

1. Algeria (1987) 
2. Libya (2004)
3. Sao Tomé and Principe* (2005)

- 12WPM, March 2014
- No WP held to date
- No WP held to date

Notes: * LDCs

African Accessions by status 

1st WP Meeting on the Accession 
of South Sudan – 21 March 2019

WP Meeting on the Accession of 
Ethiopia  – 30 January 2020



Accession WP 
Established 

MFTR 1st WP
Meeting

Last WP 
Meeting 

Factual 
Summary

Draft Working 
Party Report 

# of documents 
issued

# of questions 
responded

Algeria 07/1987 07/1996
08/2001

04/1998 12WPM  
03/2014

05/2003 06/2004 (E-DWPR)
08/2005 (DWPR)
06/2006 (Rev.1)
02/2013 (Rev.2)
02/2014 (Rev.3)

105 1897

Sudan* 10/1994 01/1999
10/2016

07/2003 4WPM
07/2017

09/2004
06/2017
12/2017
01/2019
02/2020

- 108 917

Ethiopia* 02/2003 01/2007 05/2008 4WPM 
01/2020

03/2012
12/2019

- 53 642

Libya 07/2004 - - - - - 2 -

Sao Tome & Principe* 02/2005 - - - - - 1 -

Comoros* 10/2007 10/2013 12/2016 4WPM  
03/2018

04/2017 09/2017 (E-DWPR)
02/2018 (DWPR)
02/2020 (Rev.1)

45 638

Equatorial Guinea 02/2008 Q1/2020?
- - - - -

1 -

Somalia* 12/2016 Q1/2020?
- - - - -

1 -

South Sudan* 12/2017 12/2018 03/2019 1WPM
03/2019 - -
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Notes: * LDC.  Italic – to be issued.  

Accession Negotiations – Multilateral Track: Rules  





Accession WP 
established 

1st WP
meeting

Last WP
meeting 

Market Access Offer 
(initial & latest)

Market Access Negotiations
(based on Secretariat's record) 

Algeria 07/1987 04/1998 12WPM  
03/2014

03/2002
11/2013 (Rev.3)

- 6 co ncl uded: Cuba, Switzerland, Brazil, Uruguay, 
Venezuela, Argentina & 15 o n -going

Sudan* 10/1994 07/2003 4WPM
07/2017

07/2004
02/2018 (Rev.4)

6 co ncl uded: Brazil, China, India, Japan, Jordan, Nigeria & 5 
o n -going

Ethiopia* 02/2003 05/2008 4WPM 
01/2020

02/2012 [goods]
12/2019 [services]

12/2019 (goods-Rev.1)
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Accession WP 
established 

Membership Market Access Agreements concluded Average Final 
Bound Duty (%)

Services 
Sub-sectors 

Commitments

Nepal* 
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Training & Technical 
Assistance 

• National activities – Tailor-made to individual accession, depending on the accession stage 
• Geneva-based specialised training courses on WTO Accessions

�9 2019: WTO Rules (2 weeks, Februar y) & Market Access on Goods (one week, November)
�9 2020: Agricul ture (12- 16 October 2020) & Market Access on Ser vi ces (one week, TBC) 

Experience-sharing 
on WTO Accessions 

• China Round Table – annual , vari o us to pi cs
�9 9th China Round Tabl e, 6 -7 June, Nur -Sultan, Kazakhstan

• African Regional Dialogue on WTO Accessions - annual , issues of interest to African acces s i o ns 
�9 3rd Dialogue, Addis Ababa , 12-14 Februar y 2020, in partners hi p with
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Information 
Dissemination on WTO 
Accessions  

• Accession Information Portal (AIP) – documentati o n, Commitments Databas e 
(ACDB) 

• Accession Newsletter – mo nthl y repo r ti ng on devel o pments in WTO acces s i o ns
• Twitter - @OshikawaMai ka
• DG Annual Report on WTO Accessions 

https://www.wto.org/english/res_e/publications_e/acc_trade_multi_e.htm


Useful information
L ea rn more about WTO Accessio ns here o r clic k: 

https://www.wto.org/englis h/thewto _e/acc_e/acc_e.htm

@OshikawaMaika

a c c essio ns@wto.org


