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WTO Director-General Roberto Azevêdo,  

Minister GAO, 

Ministers,  

Ambassadors, 

Invited Guests, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

On behalf of the Government and the People of Kenya, I 

welcome you all to Nairobi and to this High Level Segment 

(HLS) of the "Fourth China Round Table".   

 

Thank you Director-General and Minister GAO for the honour to 

host the Fourth China Round Table here in Nairobi.  I am 

pleased to see so many Ministers around this table.   

 

And tomorrow, 15 December, together, we shall open the 

Tenth WTO Ministerial Conference, here in Nairobi – it will be 

the First to be held in Africa.   

 

There is value in being the first!  As you know, sometimes, it is 

circumstantial – simply, the gift of history!  Sometimes, we 

work for it!  Regardless, of how we achieve the position of 

being the first, above all, it is vital that we focus on the 
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substance and content of the standard we set when we become 

the first; and not just to be the first for the sake of being the 

first!   

 

We have to make the records we set count.  When we are the 

first, we should strive to set a standard 
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Yet we know that we have to make good use of this funding.  

Directly or indirectly, Africans will be held to account.  The 
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economies, re-establishing our manufacturing base and, 

integrating into value chains.  The commodity-cycle has ended 

and there is pressure on national economies.   
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We need a rules-based Multilateral Trading System that 

provides space and mutual accommodation for the growth and 

enhanced welfare of all its members.  Count on the constant 

support of the Kenyan Government for the rules-based 

Multilateral Trading System.  We consider the WTO the 

indispensable organization.   

 

Prosperity is interdependent.  No economy can exist in 

isolation.  We must avoid fragmentation.  This is the value of 

the WTO: established on the foundation of non-discrimination, 

a rules-based global market economy, trade openness, 

transparency, and the rule of law and, a central pillar of global 

economic governance.  At this China Round Table, I look 

forward to hearing your perspectives on the future of the WTO 

and how to better blend and integrate African perspectives of 

the rules-based multilateral trading system and broader 

international cooperation.   

 

Thank you.  


