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PARTICIPATING 
IN THE WTO

No. Art. XII LDC WTO Body Year Name of 

Chairperson

1 Afghanistan Committee on Rules 

of Origin 

2021 Mr. Sulaiman 

Satari

2 Afghanistan Committee on Trade 

and Development

2020 Amb. 

Mohammad 

Qurban Haqjo

3







Article XII LDC 
participation in 
TPRs

Article XII LDCs Participation in Trade Policy Reviews

Afghanistan 11

Cabo Verde 2

Cambodia 20

Lao PDR 10

Liberia 0

Nepal 20

Samoa 3

Vanuatu 11

Yemen 6

Total 83





Article XII LDC involvement as third party 
to WTO disputes 

No Country Name As 

Complainant

As Respondent As Third Party



Notifications submitted by Article XII Members to different WTO committees 
No. Committees/Council

A
fg

h
an

is
ta

n



LESSONS LEARNED AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
FOR ACCEDING 
COUNTRIES

• Pre-accession and the negotiations
• Development of the overall accession strategy 
• A single ministry should lead the process and establish 

a WTO Unit 
• Nominating a Chief Negotiator
• Establishment of the negotiating team 
• Capacity Building of the Negotiation Team
• Assign a Liaison Officer in the UN Mission in Geneva
• Use your accession process for domestic reforms 
• Prepare realistic goods and services market access 

offers 
• Consult with the legislature, the private sector and civil 

society 
• Coordinate with the Accessions Division of the WTO 

Secretariat
•



LESSONS LEARNED AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
FOR ACCEDING 
COUNTRIES

• Post-accession

• Donors' meetings can support the post 
accession strategy

• Post-Accession Capacity Building 

• Involve the negotiation team in post-
accession

• Coordinating meetings: Ministerial level and 
technical level 

• Representation in Geneva



Thank you

• Questions 

• Comments

• Suggestions 


