
1 
 

Remarks by H.E. Ambassador LI Chenggang 

at the 10th China Round Table on WTO Accessions 

January 20th, 2022 

 

Thank you Ali



2 
 

level, and over 190,000 local policies and regulations at 

subnational levels to meet its commitments.  

 

Therefore, China fully understands the significance of acceding 

the WTO for developing countries, particularly the LDCs, and 

the difficulties faced by them in the accession and 

post-accession period. So, China is always willing to provide 

help within its capability to developing countries and LDCs to 

facilitate their accession process and integration into the WTO.  

 

In 2002, the WTO adopted the ñGuiding Principles for LDC 

Accessionò to encourage LDCs to better participate into the 

accession work and other WTO configurations. However, at the 

same time, the financial difficulties of participating in WTO 

activities faced by LDC officials became increasingly prominent. 

In order to further expand the sources of GTF funding, at the 
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the annual fund to 400,000 USD and established Chinaôs LDCs 

and Accession Program under the Aid for Trade Initiative. Up to 

date, China has contributed over 7.8 million USD to the various 

WTO trust funds since 2008. Different from the GTF fund, the 

China Program is clearly under the framework of Aid for Trade 
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there has been no LDC finishing accession negotiation since 

2016. In recent years, the LDCsô challenges on economic 

development have been exacerbated by the COVID-19 

pandemic, making accession process even more stagnant. 

Therefore, on one hand, I encourage other WTO members to 

voluntarily join us in helping developing countries, particularly 

LDCs on targeted capacity-building in various areas. The 

commitments expected from LDCs should be commensurate to 

their capacities and development level. On the other hand, LDCs 

should also try their best to maintain the political patience and 

continue their momentum in accession through actively 

participating in relevant meetings and capacity-building 

activities.  

 

Third, China believes extra budgetary funds, like China Program, 

should be encouraged by members as they are making great 

contributions to helping developing countries, especially LDCs 

integrate into the WTO. We strongly urge beneficiaries of WTO 

capacity building to actively participate in the discussion in 

Committee of Financial and Budget Administration. On the 

establishment and improvement of these funds, it is important 

for us who care capacity building, care the mobilization of 

resources to ensure such discussion and further steps to stay in 

the right direction.  




