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Excellencies, 

Honourable Ministers, 

Panellists, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

1. Good morning and welcome to the Public Dialogue Session of 

the g7+ WTO Accessions Group.  

2. This new Group is a sub-group of the larger g7+ group, which 

was formed in 2010 as an association of 20 fragile and conflict-

affected states.   
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3. This morning, the g7+ WTO Accessions Group was launched 

by the Trade Ministers of its eight Least developed country (LDC) 

members which have been associated with WTO accessions.   

4. They include:  

 three recently acceded to the WTO: Afghanistan, Liberia 

and Yemen;  

 four of which are currently acceding to the WTO: 

Comoros, Sao Tome and Principe, Somalia and Timor-

Leste, although 
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Questions for the panel discussion 

 Afghanistan and Liberia: "How your WTO accession process 

has contributed to developing your post-conflict economy? 

After two years from the conclusion of the accession 

negotiations, what are main lessons so far about your 

accession?"    

 

 Yemen: "Yemen acceded to the WTO in 2014.  But 

unfortunately, since then, the country has fallen into conflict, 

which is still on-






