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17 May 1999

Decree of the President of Georgia

on
Foreign Trade Responsibilities
with respect to the
World Trade Organization

Georgia has applied for membership in the World Trade Organization ("WTQO").
WTO membership will help Georgia to achieve full integration into the world's trading
system for goods and services.

In order to provide for rational management of Georgia's relationship with the
World Trade Organization, upon the accession of Georgia to the Marrakesh Agreement
Establishing the World Trade Organization ("Marrakesh Agreement"), and ensure the
implementation of the WTO commitments:

1. A Governmental Commission on Responsibilities With Respect to the World Trade
Organization is hereby created.

2. The internal regulation of the Governmental Commission on Responsibilities With
Respect to the World Trade Organization is hereby adopted.

3. The Ministry of Trade and Foreign Economic Relations of Georgia (T.
Beruchashvili) shall be responsible for:

a) maintaining the tariff schedule of Georgia, in consultation with
the Ministry of Finance and other ministries; preparation of amendments to the Law of
Georgia on Customs Duty and Tariff;

b) ensuring that Georgia meets its obligations under the Agreement
on Textiles and Clothing;

C) ensuring that Georgia meets its obligations under the Agreement
on Import Licensing Procedures; including establishment of regulations that fully
conform with that Agreement, in particular the notification procedures contained in
Article 5 of the Agreement;

d) in consultation with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (l.
Menagarishvili), ensuring that Georgia meets its obligations under and participates fully
in the Trade Policy Review Mechanism established in Annex 3 to the Marrakesh
Agreement;

e) in consultation with the Customs Department, ensuring that



Georgia's obligations under the Agreement on Trade in Civil Aircraft, as referenced in
Annex 4 of the Marrakesh Agreement, are fulfilled;

f) ensuring that Georgia meets its obligations under the Information
Technology Agreement;

s)] ensuring that Georgia meets its obligations under the Agreement
on Trade Related Investment Measures ("TRIMs"); and

h) ensuring that Georgia meets its obligations under the General
Agreement on Trade in Services ("GATS"). In this regard, the Ministry:

1) shall establish regulations that fully conform with the
procedural requirements of the GATS. Such regulations shall, in particular, give effect
to the transparency requirements of Article Il of the GATS, and shall provide for the
establishment of the "enquiry point" required therein.

2) shall review all licensing requirements and other
regulations proposed by other ministries or other organs of government for their
conformity with the requirements of the GATS.

4, The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Georgia  (I. Menagarishvili):

a. shall establish and maintain official representation at and
communications with the World Trade Organization; and

b. shall ensure that Georgia's relations with the WTO remain
consistent with the overall foreign policy of Georgia.

5. The Ministry of Finance of Georgia (D. Onoprishvili):

a. shall ensure that funds are allocated for the membership and any
other fees that may be required as a consequence of WTO membership;

b. in consultation with the Ministry of Trade and Foreign Economic
Relations and the Ministry of Economy, shall be responsible for ensuring that Georgia
meets its obligations under the Agreement on Implementation of Article VI of the
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 1994 (the "Anti-dumping Agreement"). Prior
to the imposition of any anti-dumping duties on imports to Georgia from any Member of
the World Trade Organization, the Ministry shall establish regulations governing the
imposition of such duties. Such regulations shall fully conform with the Anti-dumping
Agreement, shall include the substantive rules of that Agreement, and shall be notified
to the World Trade Organization as required by Article 18(5) of that Agreement;

C. shall be responsible for ensuring that Georgia meets its
obligations under the Agreement on Subsidies and Countervailing Measures. Prior to
the imposition of any countervailing duties on imports to Georgia from any Member of
the World Trade Organization, the Ministry shall establish regulations governing the
imposition of such duties. Such regulations shall fully conform with the Agreement on
Subsidies and Countervailing Measures. They shall include the substantive rules
established in the Agreement on Subsidies and Countervailing Measures, and shall be



notified to the World Trade Organization as required by Article 25(12) of the Agreement
on Subsidies and Countervailing Measures;

d. shall be responsible for ensuring that Georgia meets its
obligations under the Agreement on Safeguards. Prior to the imposition of any
safeguard measure with respect to imports to Georgia from any Member of the World
Trade Organization, the Ministry shall establish regulations governing the imposition of
such measures. Such regulations shall fully conform with the Agreement on
Safeguards, shall include the substantive rules established in that Agreement, and
shall be notified to the World Trade Organization as required by Article 12(6) of that
Agreement; and

e. in consultation with the Ministry of Agriculture, shall ensure that
Georgia meets its obligations under the Agreement on Agriculture.

6. The Ministry of Economy of Georgia (V. Papava), shall be responsible
for ensuring that, after Georgia’s accession to the plurilateral Agreement on
Government Procurement, Georgia's obligations under that Agreement are fulfilled.

7. The Ministry of Justice of Georgia (L. Chanturia), in consultation with
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of Trade and Foreign Economic



C. shall be responsible for ensuring that Georgia meets its
obligations under the Agreement on Pre-Shipment Inspection. Prior to the
implementation of any mandatory program of pre-shipment inspection of imports to
Georgia, the Customs Department shall establish regulations governing such programs



INTERNAL REGULATION

of the Governmental Commission on Cooperation with the



V. Members

Ms. T. Beruchashvili, Chairman, Minister of Trade and Foreign Economic Relations,
and

Minister of Foreign Affairs, Minister of Finance, Minister of Justice, Minister of
Economy, Minister of Agriculture and Food, Minister of Industry, Minister of
Communication and Post, Minister of Transportation, Minister of Building, Minister of
Health Protection, Minister of Social protection, Minister of Culture, Minister of Energy,
Chairman of the State Customs Department, Chairman of the State Taxation
Department, Head of State Chancellery, Chairman of The National Intellectual Property
Center of Georgia, Chairman of The Copyright Agency of Georgia, Chairman of the
Parliamentary Committee for Economic Policy and Reforms

VI. Concluding Provision

The Commission can be abolished by the President of Georgia in accordance with the
current legislation.



