Welcoming Remarks

By

H.E. Mr. Melaku Alebel, Minister of Ministry of Trade and
Industry of



Good Morning

' Ambassador Alan Wolff, Deputy Director General of the World
Trade Organisation

 H.E. Mr Medani Abbas Medani Mohamed, Minister for Industry and
Trade, Republic of Sudan

f H.E. Mr Domingo Mba Esono Nsang, Vice Minister of Commerce and
Promotion of SMEs, Equatorial Guinea

' Mr Albert M. Muchanga, Commissioner for Trade and Industry,
African Union Commission (AUC)

1 Ms Maika Oshikawa, Director of Accession Division ; World Trade
Organisation

' Mr Stephen Karingi, Director, Regional Integration and Trade

Division, United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA)

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen

We are very delighted and honoured to host this Third regional dialogue on
WTO accessions for Africa with a theme of "Deepening economic

integration through WTO membership and AfCFTA implementation.”

On behalf of the Government of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia,

and myself, we are pleased to welcome you all to Addis Ababa.









regional and international diplomatic arena.



{ Third, it enables to understand the impact of our economic reforms on
side of regional and international organization as well as private sector
perspective.

f Fourth, | hope we will share among ourselves the challenges faces in the
negotiation process by acceding countries and collectively find solutions

to reach our shared objectives.

| encourage all of us to make the most out of our gathering here. I am
confident that the desired outcome of this Meeting will provide the renewed

commitment to enhance and finalize our WTO accession negotiation.

With the attendance of experts and people with different countries and
backgrounds, | believe that the outcomes of the discussion will also be useful

for many outside this room.

Before | conclude, 1 would like to take this opportunity to thank once again the
WTO, UNECA, AU, World Bank and ITC for organizing this regional dialogue

and the excellent arrangements.
| would also like to thank all those present today.

Finally, while you are in Ethiopia, do not forget you are seven years younger,
and in your stay in Addis Ababa, | recommend some must see places: The
Ethnological Museum, the National Museum which houses the famous “Lucy”,
the stained glass of the Giorgis Cathedral, Merkato market, the largest open air

market in Africa and Piazza, Addis Ababa’s mesmeric old town.

Ethiopia being the origin coffee, | would like to invite you all to enjoy the taste

of our high quality coffee.



I wish you a fruitful deliberation and look forward to the positive outcome of
this event. With these remarks, | declare the Third regional dialogue on WTO

accessions for Africa officially opened.

Thank you for your attention!



