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as	 inadequate	 infrastructure,	 supply	 side	 constraints	 and	 weak	 productive	 capacities,	 which	
continue	to	be	the	common	characteristics	of	LDC	economies.			
	
Since	 the	 establishment	 of	 the	 WTO,	 LDCs	 have	 been	 actively	 participating	 in	 integrating	
themselves	into	the	multilateral	trading	system	as	well	as	contributing	to	further	strengthening	
the	system.	Out	of	48	LDCs,	36	have	become	WTO	Members:	9	successfully	acceded	to	the	WTO	
in	accordance	with	Article	XII	while	other	LDCs	are	the	founding	Members.	To	date,	8	LDCs	are	in	
the	acceding	process.	
	
Some	LDCs	such	as	Bangladesh,	Lesotho,	Nepal,	Uganda,	Zambia	and	Benin	have	been	fulfilled	
their	roles	and	well-coordinated	negotiations	under	the	WTO	development	agendas.	Cambodia	
was	accepted	as	the	LDC	Group	Coordinator	on	20	February	2017	(which	is	exactly	one	month	up	
to	this	date),	working	closely	with	WTO	Members	as	well	as	the	relevant	stakeholders	to	prepare	
the	priority	package	for	the	LDCs	and	to	assist	the	acceding	LDCs,	especially	for	the	11th	Ministerial	
Conference	in	Buenos	Aires,	Argentina.	The	LDC	Group	Coordinator-ship	has	been	serving	as	the	
main	mechanism	to	integrate	the	LDCs’	policies	into	the	decision	making	process	of	the	WTO.	The	
LDC	Group	 is	 also	an	 important	 constituency	 in	WTO	and	 it	 is	 a	 recognized	 category	of	WTO	
Membership	with	specific	rules	and	flexibilities	designed	to	them.	It	is,	therefore,	the	first	role	of	
the	LDCs	is	to	ensure	that	adequate	flexibility	is	provided	to	the	LDCs	to	pursue	their	development	
goals	i.e.	the	LDCs	should	continue	to	preserve	and	seek	additional	flexibility	whenever	required.	
	
At	Doha	Ministerial	Conference	in	2001,	LDCs	initiated	along	with	the	instruction	of	the	ministers	
to	the	Sub-committee	on	LDCs	to	formulate	a	clear	guideline	for	the	LDC	accession,	which	was	
adopted	by	the	General	Council	in	2002.	The	Members	decided	that	negotiations	for	the	accession	
of	 LDCs	 to	 the	WTO	should	be	 facilitated	and	accelerated	 through	 simplified	and	 streamlined	
accession	procedures,	with	a	view	to	concluding	these	negotiations	as	quickly	as	possible.	In	this	
regard,	I	wish	to	see	more	than	one	LDC	acceding	country	accepted	as	the	WTO	Members	by	the	
MC11	in	Argentina.	
	
In	strengthening	the	roles	of	the	LDCs	to	effectively	negotiate	the	priority	sectors,	various	focal	
points	have	been	established.	Considerable	progresses	have	been	made	by	LDC	group	such	as	the	
submission	on	Post-Nairobi	LDC	Priorities	in	the	WTO	negations	for	the	MC11	in	December	2017	
in	Buenos	Aires,	Argentina.	Session	of	the	General	Council,	the	Trade	Negotiation	Committee	and	
during	the	meetings	of	all	other	WTO	Bodies	and	Negotiating	Bodies,	where	the	interests	of	the	
LDC	Group	were	defended	and	promoted.		
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- Ongoing	 consultations	 on	 LDC	 submission	 for	 Special	 and	 Differential	 Treatment	 (S&D)	 with	


