Lao People’s Democratic Republic
Peace Independence Democracy Unity Prosperity
[OO™ VAW

Ministry of Health No. /MoH

Vientiane Capital, daterl

Ministerial Regulation on the Basic Prirciples in the Application of Sanitary
and Technical Measures for the Food Safety Management

- Pursuant to the Food Law No. 04/NA, dated 15 May 2004

- Pursuant to the Prime Minister Decaethe Structure and Auities of Ministry
of  Public Health, No. 114/PM, dated 4 July 2008

- Pursuant to the Propos#IFood and Drugs Department

The Minister of Public Health isswed the Regulation as follows:

Chapter |

General Provisions

Article 1. Objective

This Ministerial Regulation stipulatesetivasic principles and methodologies for
the application of Sanitargnd Technical Measures tor@uct management, inspection
and monitoring of food activgs and business aiming to promote and ensure the food
quality, standard and safety in order to protect consumers’ health and life, facilitate fair
practices and food trade; additionally, toqmote the development and growth of food
businesses; and to comply with the requeets of international economic integration

framework.

Article 2. Scope of Application
This Ministerial Regulation is applied &my sanitary and technical measure to
protect human health anddibf food businesses.



Article 3. Interpretation of Terms

Sanitary Measure: refers to any measure whidh applied to protect human
health or life from risks that may occuoiin food additives, coatninants, poisons or
diseases that cause food illnessttrer adverse health effects

Technical Measure: refers to any technical measure which is applied in
management and inspection of the production, processing, import, packaging and food
labeling, including control, inspection and §cedures to certifgnd distribute food
in Lao PDR

Food Preparation refers to the processing of theaterial into food that it shall
be ensured in term shfety, hygiene and quality

Creation of unnecessary barriers to food businessefers to the application of

any measure intended to protect consumer



Chapter I
The Basic Principles

in the Application of Santary and Technical Measures

Article 4. Basic Principles
The application of sanitary and teotedi measures for this administration in
relation to food safety shidollow these principles:
1) Necessity to proteéconsumer health;
2) Standards determined in Lao PDR;
3) Ensure transparency; and

4) Non- discrimination

Article 5 Necessity to pptect consumer health

The protection of consumer health oelghall be ensured by the sanitation and
safety of food as stipulated in Acke 14 and15 of the Food Law while avoiding
unnecessary barriers fimod business activities or without adherencéo scientific

principles.

Article 6 Food standards in Lao PDR

Foods which are produced, imported anstributed in Lao PDR shall comply
with the food standards of Lao PDR, bdsen the Codex Alimentarius standards,
guidelines and recommendations. In the caatttie standards of Lao PDR are higher
than Codex Alimentarius standards, gliltes and recommendations or where Codex
standard do not exist, the scientific justification shall be made by the relevant

competent authorities.

Article 7 Transparency

1. Any measure which has been adopted or changed shall be promptly
published and notification provided in w#ing, through available media in such a
manner as to enable related governmergnaigs, businessesitizens and trading
partners to be informed. There shouldabeeasonable interval between the publication
of such measures and it is entry intac® in order to allow time for related
stakeholders to prepare themselves, except in urgent circumstances.

2. Related agencies have the ddtiign to provide SPS enquiry points and
notification points regarding SPS related information.

3 Any necessary information regargl SPS measures, forms, procedures,



information shall be announced at the plaoésadministrative seiges in order to
facilitate access to fodousiness entrepreneurs.

Article 8 Non discrimination
The application of sanitary measureshall be constent with the non
discrimination principle, de jure and dacfo between country and country or between

supplier and supplier.

Chapter IlI
Food safety framework

Article 9 A framework to ensure food safety

A framework to ensure food safety of Lao PDR consists of administration,
legislation, risk assestment, integrafedd chain approach, national human resource
capacity, national data colleati and scientific researcimternational standards and

trade, national and inteational cooperation.



Chapter IV
Rights and Obligations of Public Health Agencies.

Article 13 Rights and obligationsof Ministry of Public Health
In addition to regular rights and obligans according to their roles, additional
rights and obligations are as follows:
1)A r t Imyaddigon tq regyar rights agd obligens-according o theiy roleg, addgional
rights and obligations are as follows:
1)



Article 15 Rights and Obligations ofDistrict Health Offices

In addition to regular rights and obligans according to their roles, additional
rights and obligations are bmplement the application dfasic principles as provided
for in Article 4 of this Ministerial Regulain and regularly report to provincial health
offices.

Chapter V

Dispute Settlements

Article 16 the procedures of dispute settlements
The dispute settlements con®$the following procedures:
1. Consultation
2. Administrative appeal
3. Court appeal
Article 17 Consultation
Any party can request a consultationaodispute related to the implementation
of this Ministerial Regulation to uedstand reasons and to create mutual
understanding. Each party should allow cgeble time and provide the necessary
information to facilitate such consultation.
Article 18 Administrative appeal
if the dispute can not be settleddhgh consultation. the complainant can
submit an appeal to the higher rankingpablic health agencyr other relevant
agencies. The health and other relevant agencies shall ensure impartiality for both
parties, and such dispute shall be settled within 90 days.
Article 19 Court appeal
If any party is not satigdd with the decision made under Article 18 of this
regulation, such party can appeal to thartas provided for in related laws and

regulations.



Chapter VI

Final Provisions

Article 20. The implementation

The Department of Food and Drugs, Mingsbf Public Health shall undertake
the responsibility to extend and coordinatgh provincial, Viertiane Health Offices
and other related agencies throughout the coumtoyder to implement this Ministerial
Regulation.
Article 21. Entry into force

The Ministerial Regulation shall be erdd into force 30 days after signatured.
If there are any contradioms between this Ministeridegulation and other related

regulations, the solution paragh 2 of Article 100f this Ministerial Regulation shall
prevail.

The Minister of Ministry of Health



