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PROTOCOL A/P1/1/03 RELATING TO THE DEFINITION
OF THE CONCEPT OF PRODUCTS ORIGINATING



THE HIGH CONTRACTING PARTIES

MINDFUL of Articles 7, 8, and 9 of the Treaty establishing the Authority of Heads of State
and Government and defining its composition and functions;

MINDFUL of paragraph 3, Article 38 of the Treaty of the Economic Community of West
African States relating to possible amendments to the definition of the concept of products
originating from Member States;

RECOGNISING the pressing need to harmonise the integration programmes of the
Economic Community of West African States with those of the West African Economic and
Monetary Union, with a view to creating a single economic zone in West Africa;

DESIROUS of ensuring that the definition of the concept of products originating from
Member States is in conformity with the new regulations of the World Trade Organisation,
and of amending the protocol relating thereto accordingly;

HAVE AGREED AS FOLLOWS:
Article 1
Definitions

In this Protocaol,

"Treaty” means the revised Treaty of the Economic Community of West African States
signed in Cotonou on 24 July 1993;

"Community" means the Economic Community of West African States whose
establishment is reaffirmed in Article 2 of the Treaty;

"Member State" means a Member State of the Community;

"Authority" means the Authority of Heads of State and Government of the Community,
established by Article 7 of the Treaty;

"Council" means the Council of Ministers of the Community established by
Article 10 of the Treaty;

"Executive Secretariat” means the Executive Secretariat established by Article 17 of the
Treaty,






"Classified" means the classification of a product or a materia



h)

)

K)

States, exclusively from the products referred to in paragraph (f) of this
Article;

used articles fit only for the recovery of raw materials, provided that
such articles have been collected from users within the Member
States;

scrap and waste resulting from manufacturing operations within
Member States;

goods produced from the materials listed in paragraphs (b) to (i) of this
Article, used alone or mixed with other materials, provided that they
represent at least 60% of the total quantity of raw materials used;

electric energy produced in the Member States.

The terms "vessels" and "factory ships" used in paragraph 1 (f) and (g) shall
apply only to vessels and factory ships:

which are registered in a Member State;
which sail under the flag of a Member State;

which carry a complement, inclusive of the Master thereof, of
which not less than 50% are nationals of



Article 5

The concept of originating industrial products

Originating industrial goods shall be those referred to in articles 2 and 3 (j) of this Protocol,
with the exception of hand-made articles or articles produced without the use of tools,
instruments or implements directly operated by the manufacturer.

Article 6

Operations and processes not conferring origin

For the purpose of this Protocol, the following operations and processes shall be considered
as insufficient to support a claim that goods originate from a Member State:

a)

b)

d)

f)
9)

h)

)

operations to ensure the preservation of merchandise in good condition during
transportation and storage such as ventilation, spreading out, drying, freezing,
placing in brine, sulphur dioxide or other aqueous solutions, removal of damaged
parts and similar operations;

simple operations consisting of removal of dust, sifting or screening, sorting,
classifying, matching, including the making up of sets of goods, washing, painting
and cutting up;

0] changes of packaging and breaking up or assembly of

consignments;

(i) simple bottling, placing in flasks, bags, cases, boxes, fixing on cards or
boards and all other simple packing operations;

marking or labelling in order to distinguish products or their packages;

simple mixing of products, even of different types, where one or several of the
components do not satisfy the Community origin criteria set out in this Protocol;

simple assembly of parts of a product to constitute a complete product;

a combination of two or more operations specified in sub-paragraphs (a) to (f) of this
Article;

slaughter of animals;

salting, placing in brine, drying or smoking of meat, fish, and shellfish;



Article 7
Goods produced in free zones or under special economic regimes

Goods transformed within the framework of economic or suspensive Customs regimes or
certain special regimes involving the suspension or partial or total exemption from Customs
duties on inputs shall in no case be considered as originating products.

Article 8

Unit of qualification

1. For the purpose of this Protocol, the unit of qualification shall be the product used as
the base unit in order to determine classification under on the nomenclature of the
harmonised system.

Consequently:

- where a group, set or assembly of products is to be classified under a single
heading, such group, set or assembly shall be treated as one product;

- where a consignment is composed of a number of identical products
classified under the same heading in the harmonised system, each product in
the consignment shall be considered separately;

2. Where, in application of the General Rule No. 5 of the harmonised system,
packaging is considered as forming a whole with the goods, the packaging shall be
considered as forming a whole with the goods when determining origin.

Article 9
Accessories, spare parts and tools

Accessories, spare parts and tools which are imported with a material, machine, appliance
or vehicle, and whose price is included in that of the product or for which no separate
charge is made, shall be considered as forming a whole with the material, machine,
appliance or vehicle under consideration.



