Official translation

REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA
LAW
ON VETERINARY ACTIVITIES

17 December 1991, No.I-2110
Vilnius
(As amended by 7 October 1999, No.VIII-1350)

Chapter 1

General Provisions

Article 1. Objective of this Law
This law shall regulate veterinary activities pursuant to international requirements,
shall determine the legal status of veterinstryictures, and shall establish requirements

for veterinary sanitation and the principles of veterinary control.

Article 1*.Definitions

For the purposes of this Law:

1. “Veterinary” means a field of research and productive activities covering care
and protection of animals, diagnostics ofedises and therapy of sick animals, disease
prevention, state supervision of manufacturd processing of products of animal origin,
manufacture and use of veterinary medaratand biological preparations, manufacture
and use of feeding supplements, protectiothefterritory of the Republic of Lithuania
from the introduction of contagious animal diseases.

2. “Products of Animal Origin” means all products and raw materials obtained
from mammals, birds, fish, insects, reptiles, crustaceans and other aquatic animals,
molluscs, snails used for human consumption, feeding of animals and in production.

3. “Animal Keeper” means the owner of an animal or any person in charge of an
animal.

4. “Holding” means premises, fenced territory, water basins where animals are

kept and taken care of.



5. “Animal Registration” means entries made in a special book kept on the
holding, regarding information on cattle, pigs, ghe® goats and in particular their trade,
slaughter, death, or other loss, or purchase, or the breeding process.

6. “Animal Ear-tagging” means the fixing of speci@ar tags containing coded
information enabling identification of the animal onto the animal’s ear or ears.

7. “Animal Purchase Points, Quarantine Stations’means temporary premises

for the storage of animals before they are sold to another owner.

Article 2. The Main Tasks of the Veterinary Service

The main tasks of veterinary medicine shall be as follows:

1) to protect domestic animals and otl@imals (birds, fur animals, fish, bees,
wild animals, animals kept in zoos andatiia, etc.) against disease by preventive anti-
epizootic, sanitation and other veterinary measures;

2) to treat sick animals;

3) to ensure that animal products and raw materials used in food-processing meet
veterinary sanitation quality standards;

4) to help to protect the environment from pollution;

5) to introduce new technology into veterinary science.

Article 3. The Structure of the Veterinary Service
The veterinary service of the Republiclathuania shall be both state-owned and

private.

Article 4. The Administration of the Veterinary Service

1. State veterinary policy shall benplemented by the State Veterinary
Department.

2. The State Veterinary Department is a Government institution.

3. Any Regulations of the State Veterpdepartment shall be approved by the
Government of the Republic of Lithuania.

4. The State Veterinary Departmentakhin accordance with the procedure
established by laws, establish reorganisecquidiate state veterinary institutions financed
by the budget and public veterinary institutioasd approve the regulations of both types

of institution.



Article 5. The Right to Engage in Veterinary Practice

1. Persons possessing the Lithuanian qualification of veterinary surgeon may
engage in veterinary practice. Veterinasgiatants (technicians) shall work only under the
guidance of a veterinary surgeon.

Veterinary specialists possessing foreigterinary qualifications who have come
from abroad must be certified by thenmmission appointed in accordance with the
procedure established by the Government of the Republic of Lithuania.

2. In the performance of their dutiesetBtate Veterinary Department, veterinary
surgeons engaged in private practice, and veterinary assistants shall be guided by this Law
and all other laws and executive acts of th@uddic of Lithuania relating to veterinary

activities.

Chapter 2

State Veterinary Department

Article 6. The Functions of the State Veterinary Department

The State Veterinary Department shall:

1) implement veterinary preventive measiagainst infectious, invasive and other
contagious diseases of domestic and other animals;

2) together with health care agencies, exchange information and eradicate centres
of contagious diseases which are dangerous to people and animals;

3) assess the epizootic situation and gilsgatory directions to animal breeders
concerning the implementation of preventive nme@s to combat contagious diseases of
domestic and other animals, as well as the nreagelating to eradication, disinfection or
deratization of such diseases and other economic measures;

4) analyse the causes of non-contagidigeases and extinction of domestic and
other animals, prepare recommendations for the prevention of these phenomena, and treat
sick animals;

5) conduct clinical, laboratory (virusological, bacteriological, biochemical,
chemical-toxicological, radiological, histolagil, parasitological) and other tests for
diagnosing diseases of domestic and other alsinand evaluate the quality of fodder and
water;

6) conduct supervision of the manufactysmcessing, storage, transportation and

trade of products of animal origin; determithe suitability of products of animal origin
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for human consumption by organoleptic, leaictiogical, biochemical and radiological
tests; decide whether products considerediitatsle for human consumption may be used
for feeding animals;

7) test animal foodstuffs at market places;

8) control the conditions of veterinary sanitation in cattle-breeding facilities,
slaughter-houses, plants processing meat, dairy and other animal products, market places
and storage facilities, and perform vetennaexaminations of the construction or
reconstruction of such establishments and of excavations];

9) control the use of veterinary medial products, biological, chemical and other
preparations in cattle-breeding and vetewgnpractice, and assess the quality of these
products and their impact on the health of animals;

10) ensure that the condition of exigak domestic and other animals, animal
products and raw materials meets the veterinary requirements of the country to which they
are being exported;

11) establish the requirements necessanmyatch those of the UN, EU, Codex of
Zoosanitation, World Trade Organisation to eesthat contagious animal diseases or
harmful products of animal origin areot introduced into Lithuania and conduct
veterinary checks on imported animals, produétanimal origins raw materials and food
stuffs;

12) control and co-ordinate the activitief veterinary specialists employed by
state and private enterprises or organisations;

13) ensure that animal welfare requirements for cattle, pigs, horses, sheep, goats,
rabbits, fur animals, poultry and animaistended for laboratory experiments are
observed,;

14) within their jurisdiction, adopt orders and legal acts based on orders.

Article 7. The Rights of the State Veterinary Department

The State Veterinary Department shall have the right:

1) to issue obligatory instruction® any natural or legal person, or any
establishment not having the status of allpgason, who or which engages in the keeping

of animals or the processing, storage, gpamtation or trade of products and/or raw



2) to inspect enterprises and organdaisubject to veterinary monitoring, obtain
any information necessary for the determination of epizootic condition, investigate the
causes of diseases of domestic and other animals, and assess the quality of veterinary
sanitation of animal products and raw materials;

3) upon diagnosing an animal as infected with a contagious disease of domestic
and other animals or suspecting the exstenf an especially dangerous disease of
domestic and other animals, to specify, in compliance with Articles 15 and 16, the
conditions of slaughter or destroying ofiraals, and the measures of detoxification,
processing or utilisation of products of animabin and raw materials, such measures to
be compulsory for all enterprises, organisations, farmers or citizens;

4) to enjoy other rights provided for by laws and other legal acts.

Article 8. State Veterinary Inspectors

1. The Head of the State Veterinary Department shall simultaneously be the Chief
State Veterinary Inspector of the Republic ldthuania. His assistants shall be the
assistants of the Chief State Veterinary Inspe@ther specialists of the Department shall
be state veterinary inspectors.

2. Territorial divisions of the State Veteary Department: the heads and assistants
of state veterinary services of counties, cities or regions shall be state veterinary inspectors

and assistants of those counties, cities and regions respectively.

Article 9. The rights of State Veterinary Inspectors

State Veterinary Inspectors shall have the right:

1) to prohibit the building, reconstition or use of those cattle breeding
establishments, meat processing plants, shops, storehouses and other facilities, which do
not meet veterinary sanitation requirements;

2) to prohibit the processing of raw teaals or use for food of those animal
products which do not meet veterinary sanitation requirements;

3) to control establishments ofiliiary units and other militarised subunits,
railways, sea and river ports and airports which are subject to veterinary monitoring;

4) in accordance with the procedure established by law, to impose administrative
penalties upon officers and persons for violatiothaf Law the rules of animal quarantine

and any other veterinary sanitation requiremestsvell as the violation of decisions of



the Government of the Republic of Lithuaror local governments relating to epizootic

issues.

Article 10. Duties of State Veterinary Inspectors

State Veterinary Inspectors shall conti@ compliance of owners of domestic and
other animals, veterinary specialists, andamiisations or persons processing, storing or
dealing in animal products, with this Lawmda with other executive acts or veterinary

requirements.

Article 11. Financing of the State Veterinary Department

The State Veterinary Department shall be financed out of the state budget.

Chapter 3

Private Veterinary Practice

Article 12. Private Veterinary Practice

1. Veterinary surgeons may engage in private practice.

2. Veterinary assistants and techniciahall engage in private practice under the
supervision of a veterinary surgeon.

3. Veterinary specialists engaged in private practice must have a licence issued in
accordance with the procedure establistigd the Government of the Republic of

Lithuania.

Article 13.The Rights of Veterinary Specialists Engaged in Private Practice

Veterinary specialists engaged in private practice shall have the right:

1) to diagnose diseases and treat domasiticother animals, with the exception of
those who have diseases which require quarantine or other special restrictions;

2) to vaccinate domestic and other animals, and advise animal keepers;

3) to issue certificates certifying an animal’s health condition;



4) when danger of a contagious disease of domestic and other animals arises, to
prohibit the bringing in or takig out of the establishment of any domestic or other animal,

animal products, raw materials or fodder.

Article 14.Duties of Veterinary Specialists Engaged in Private Practice

Veterinary specialists engaged in private practice must:

1) upon suspecting a contagious edise of domestic and other animals,
immediately report this to the nearest staterusdey station and take measures to prevent
the spread of the disease;

2) in the event of the epizootic of @ntagious animal disease, observe and
perform directions given by the State Veterinary Service;

3) in accordance with the procedure established by the State Veterinary Service,
report to the State Veterinary Departmenthad town or district about any work carried

out in relation to the prevention and treatment of diseases of domestic and other animals.

Chapter 4
Veterinary Sanitation Requirements for

the Prevention of Contagious Diseases

Article 15. Duties of Keepers of Domgtic and other Animals, Enterprises
Engaged in Manufacture, Processing, Storagd,ransportation or Trade of Products
and Raw Materials of Animal Origin, other Natural and Legal Persons and
Enterprises with no Rights of a Legal Person

1. Keepers of domestic and other animals and enterprises engaged in manufacture,
processing, storage or trade of products amd materials of animal origin shall ensure
that veterinary sanitary and economic meesupr preventing the spread of contagious
diseases of domestic and other animals, and for eradication of their focuses shall be duly
taken.

2. Natural and legal persons, as well agmgmises with no rights of a legal person
may acquire domestic and other animals fietmmoad only upon receiving a licence of the
State Veterinary Department. Imported aningdlall be kept for 24 days separately from

other animals of the farm.



3. The import of products and raw mategialf animal origin, fodder, medicinal
products, or biological preparations fromr@dd shall only be permitted in accordance
with the procedure established by the State Veterinary Department.

4. Keepers of domestic and other animalstnmmediately report to the territorial
state veterinary service about sudden and numerous diseases of domestic and other
animals or their loss.

5. Keepers of domestic and other animalgst allow veterinary specialists to
examine the animals, to make blood or othststego vaccinate them, and to carry out anti-
epizootic and other veterinary, preventive nueas, and must help them in carrying out
these measures.

6. Only natural and legal persons, as vasllenterprises with no rights of a legal
person possessing veterinary certificates efftirm established by the State Veterinary
Department may trade domestic and other atgpproducts and raw materials of animal
origin.

7. Dead animals, slaughter offal shall be taken, except for the cases indicated in
paragraph 10 of Article 16 of this Law, to waste processing plants.

8. Plants processing products of aninoaigin must introduce the system of
internal control.

9. It shall be prohibited to slaughter illiarals, to use their meat for food or to
feed animals, to sell their carcasses ompttoelucts thereof without a written permission of
a veterinary surgeon.

10. Procedure for slaughter of healthy animals to obtain carcasses and by-products
for trade shall be established by the State Veterinary Department.

11. The transportation of domestic antiestanimals and their products shall be
permitted only by special transportation metra meet requirements set up by the State
Veterinary Department.

12.The State Veterinary Department Isla@prove the list of contagious animal
diseases. Measures necessary for prevention and eradication of such diseases shall be
financed from the State budget. Prevention and therapy of other diseases, veterinary
supervision of manufacture, processing, storage, transportation, import and export of

products of animal origin shall be implemented at owners’ expense.

Article 16. Measures of the Preventionof Contagious Animal Diseases,

Eradication of Focuses of such Diseases and Epizootic



1. Upon suspicion of a contagious diseasgmal keepers shall notify the regional
state veterinary service without delay and take the necessary measures to prevent a spread
of the disease.

2. Upon receiving information about a sesfed outbreak of contagious animal
disease, a state veterinary surgeon shall immediately arrive on the spot to confirm the
diagnosis, take samples for laboratory testse tmeasures to prevent the spread of the
disease including a ban on the movement of alsimar products of animal origin from the
suspected site and a ban on the movement of people from the site.

3. Upon confirmation of a contagious anintidease, the head of the territorial
state veterinary service, after taking irocount the pathogenic character of the agent,
spreading properties, the geographic locality of the area and other natural conditions, shall
define:

1) the boundaries of the focus area,;

2) the boundaries of the protection zoneainadius of 3 km around the infected

area,

3) the boundaries of the surveillance zona madius of 10 km from the protection

zone;

4) veterinary measures and their ieplentation in the areas specified in

subparagraphs 1, 2 and 3 of this paragraph.

4. The State Veterinary Department shpprave the list of contagious diseases of
domestic and other animals for which protection and surveillance zones are established.

5. When the area of the focus, protection or surveillance zones cover the territory
of two regions, the boundaries of the zones thiederadication measures shall be jointly
decided by the heads of the territorial statereary services of these regions. When the
focuses of diseases of animals or other malsyar@ confirmed on the territory of several
regions, the implementation of disease araiion measures shall be organised by the
State Veterinary Department.

6. When the agent of contagious animal disease poses risk to human beings, public
health protection measures shall be deatithy the Ministry of Health Care or an
institution authorised by it.

7. Should a need arise, the head of ritteial state veterinary service shall
approach the region or city local authoritjttwa request for additional measures - setting
up police posts, changing routs of buses,restion of transport flows to go round the

territories indicated in subparagraphs 1, 2 and 3 of paragraph 10 of this Article,
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5. Expenses incurred by the registrationhofdings, registration of cattle, pigs,
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Each hunting club must arrange killed animal processing grounds which conform
with the requirements of veterinary sanitation, and must assure the veterinary sanitation

examination of game used for food.
Article 20. Settlement of Disputes Arigg in Process of Enforcement of this

Law

Disputes arising in process of enfor
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