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WTO OMC

Two new WTO Members in 2013

Lao PDR acceded as 158" WTO Member on 2 February 2013.
Tajikistan deposited its Instrument of Acceptance on 31 January
and will become the 159" WTO Member on 2 March 2013.

Working Party Chairperson's Visit

The Chairperson of the Working Party (WP) on the Accession of
Seychelles, Ms. Hilda Al-Hinai (Oman), and the Director of the
Accessions Division, Mr. Chiedu Osakwe, visited Victoria from
7-11 February. The WP Chairperson briefed Members on her
recent visit where she met with new Government authorities,
including Vice President Danny Faure, and private sector
stakeholders. She informed Members that this accession has
emerged as a 2013 accession deliverable, based on a time-defined
endgame accession roadmap, prepared by the Government.
Mr. Osakwe explained that the graduation to a 2013 accession
focus was based on the "new political commitment" by the Acceding
Government, identifying the technical conclusion of Seychelles
WTO accession as a 2013 objective (and formal WTO Membership
in 2014). Members welcomed this transparency exercise, and
expressed their support for this 2013 focus.

2013 Technical Accession Focus

Afghanistan: The last Working Party meeting was in December. At
that meeting, the Working Party Chairperson requested Members to
communicate their interest, if any, in bilateral market access
negotiations. This would enable Kabul to organize itself. No further
requests have been registered beyond December.

Yemen: The draft Accession Package was ready, with the exception
of 90 tariff lines, subject to technical verification between Ukraine
and Yemen. Pending the conclusion of the technical verification
process, the final Working Party meeting has been pencilled in for
March.

Kazakhstan: Kazakhstan submitted all relevant inputs, including
CU-related data, for the next cycle of meetings. The Secretariat was
finalizing all inputs for circulation. The next cycle of meetings will be
convened in the week of 18 March. The Russian Federation
underlined the significant technical work undertaken by Astana for
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Working Party Meeting Status Interpretation
EN-FR- Oown
ES
[25-26 February] GENERAL COUNCIL
Wednesday, 27 February | IGA 2"2013 Informal Convening Notice F NO NO
Group on Accessions | Pending (AM)
[2™ half of March] Kazakhstan Secretariat processing inputs interactively wh Astana. Calendarto be separately
specified when inputs circulated.
[Friday, 22 March] IGA 342013 Informal Convening Notice S2 NO NO
Group on Accessions | pending (AM)
[Wednesday, 27 March] Bosnia and Plurilateral meeting or| Convening Notice CRI NO NO
Herzegovina Agriculture pending (AM)
11" Working Party Convening Notice CRI YES NO
meeting pending (PM)
[March] Yemen 11" and final Working Convening Notice TBC

Party meeting pending



