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accessions, the General Council had enhanced LDCs' Accessions 
Guidelines and the Secretariat had developed a toolbox.  The 
Secretariat confirmed its continued support for the work of 
Members.  It was underlined that concluded and deposited Accession 
Packages must continue  to safeguard and strengthen the WTO, as a 
rules-based system, where individual terms and conditions of 
Membership are structured on a balance of rights and obligations.   
The IGA welcomed the Secretariat report that Yemen and 
Afghanistan were on track for a 2013 completion.  

2013 ACCESSION WP FOCUS 

Afghanistan: Kabul remained dedicated to completing its accession 
this year. A negotiating team will be in Geneva on 28 April to meet 
with interested Members in the view of concluding bilateral market 
negotiation s.  Kabul finalised the ITA Schedule in HS2012, which 
should be ready for review  shortly.  Afghanistan was updating its 
Legislative Action Plan 
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