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WTO ACCESSION DEVELOPMENTS �± SECRETARIAT REPORT TO MEMBERS  

 

Seventh Session of the Informal Group on Accessions (IGA) �² 23 July 2015   

Agenda:   
 

 Progress Report on Accessions in 2015 Focus: Liberia and Kazakhstan 
 Accession Working Parties under Maintenance: Belarus and Bahamas 
 Accessions developments �² 

https://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/acc_e/a1_liberia_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/acc_e/a1_kazakhstan_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/acc_e/a1_azerbaidjan_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/acc_e/a1_azerbaidjan_e.htm
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20 15 Accessions "Deliverable"  

Kazakhstan  

On Monday, 27 July 2015, the WTO General Council would 
consider for formal adoption the Report of the Working 
Party on the Accession of the Republic of Kazakhstan in 
document WT/ACC/KAZ/93, together with the two 
addenda containing the Goods and Services Schedules.  
This would be the first agenda item of the upcoming 
General Council.  

 

2015 Accessions Maintenance  

Belarus: The Delegation of Belarus is in contact with the 
Secretariat on the technical basis for the resumption of its 
Accession Working Party, following the conclusion of the 
Working Party on the Accession of Kazakhstan in June. 
 
Bahamas: The Bahamas had signalled its intent to re-start its 
Accession negotiations. Recently, Nassau had submitted the 
Negotiating Inputs, which included: (i) its Factual Summary, 
(ii) an updated Legislative Action Plan, and, (iii) three pieces 
of legislation (the Value Added Tax Act 2014; Value Added 
Tax Regulations 2014; and Protection of Revenue Order). 
The Secretariat was processing the inputs and would 
provide Nassau with a feedback on the substance of the 
submission with the overall purpose of facilitating the 
Accession.  The submitted inputs would be circulated as 
soon as the processing had been completed in accordance 
with WTO standards.  At this stage, the next meeting of the 
Working Party meeting could be envisaged in the second 
half of November.   
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