ANNEX (2)

PRINCIPLES AND PROCEDURES OF IMPLEMENTING THE
AGREEMENT ON TECHNICAL BARRIERS TO TRADE

1.2
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2.1

THE DIRECTORATE GENERAL FOR SPECIFICATIONS
AND MEASUREMENTS AND LEGITIMATE OBJECTIVES :-

The Directorate General for &gfications and Measurements
(DGSM) is concerned with prepai@n, adoption and application of
Technical Regulations and Stands, Testing and Conformity
Assessment Procedures.

The Directorate General fdBpecifications and Measurements
implements the articles of the Agement on Technical Barriers to
Trade (TBT Agreement) issueflom World Trade Organization
(WTO) in order to facilitate the tarnational trade and assures the
implementation of fair trade praces and improving the efficiency
of production and to ensure the quality of its exports and imports.

The DGSM applies the articled the Agreement on Technical
Barriers to Trade with a view, ndie more trade restrictive than
necessary to fulfill the legitiate objectives which comprise,
national security requirementsthe prevention of deceptive
practices; protection of human heatthsafety, animal or plant life,
or the environment.

PREPARATION, ADOPTION AND APPLICATION OF
TECHNICAL REGULATIONS:

The Directorate in collabora
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Where new technical regulats are required and relevant
international standards exist treir completion is imminent, the
DGSM shall use them, as a ba®s technical regulations except
when such international standarar relevantparts would be
inappropriate for the fulfillmen of the legitimate objectives
pursued, for instance because d@&indamental climatic or
geographical factors or fundamental technological problems or
religious aspects.

When preparing, adopting gopying a technical regulation which
may have a significant effect omade to other Members, the
DGSM shall, upon request ofnather Member, explain the
justification for that technical regulations.

With a view to harmonizing ténical regulations on as wide a
basis as possible, the Directoratél play a full part within the
limits of its resources, in intertianal standards development work
done by thelnternational Standardizing Bodies for product
standards for which the Directoragher has adopted or expects to
adopt a corresponding technical regulations.

The Directorate will give positive consideration to accepting as
equivalent technical regulations other Members, even if these
regulations differ from its gulations, provided that these
regulations adequately fulfil the legitimate objectives.

Wherever appropriate, the Direcate shall specify technical
regulations based onqauct requirements in terms of performance
and safety requirements rathghan design or descriptive
characteristics.

Whenever a proposed technicafjuétion has a significant effect
on trade of other Members, ortlfe technical content of a proposed
technical regulation is not in aacance with the technical content
of relevant internati
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writing, and take these written mmnents into account if they are

received within a period of (60) @& from the date of notification
through the internet.

Upon request, the Directorgimovides the other Members a copy
of the proposed technical regulation English, at the same price
excluding the cost of mailing.

The Directorate ensures publish all the approved technical
regulations which have a sigméint effect on trade of other
Members, at an early appropriageage, and make it available in
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In cases where a positive assweaarf conformity with technical
regulations or standards is reapd, The Directorate applies the
following provisions to products originating in the territories of
other Members : -

Conformity assessment proceskirare not prepared, adopted or
applied with a view to create unnesary obstacles to international
trade. Conformity assesment procedures shalht be applied more
strictly than necessary to gitke Directorate ashjuate confidence
that the imported products conforwith the applicable technical
regulations or standards taking into account of the risks of non-
conformity would create.

The suppliers of other Membehnsve the right to carry out the
conformity assessment proceduiresheir countries under the same
international rules antthe applied regulation, also the manufacturer
and supplier have the right toysaconformity assessment activities
undertaken at their site, onshpersonal responsibility, and to
receive the mark or certificate obnformity from a third party.

The Directorate undertakesetlprocedures for assessment of
conformity at the early stage, asdppliers of products originating

in the territories of other Menalss shall be accorded treatment no
less favourable than that accordedsuppliers of similar products

of domestic origin and that accewl to suppliers of similar
products originating in other courds .The standard period of each
conformity assessment procedure@nmunicated to the applicant
upon request, when receiving an application, informs the applicant
in a precise manner of the required document and the fees of
conformity assessment, taking into consideration the costs of
telephone calls, transportation anding samples, testing and also
other costs resulted from the @iste between the origin and the
conformity assessment body.

The Directorate ensures thenfidentiality of information about
products originating in the territ@s of other Members, or arising
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taken, when those complaints are justified.

In cases where a positive asswwe is required that products
conform with technical regulationsr standards,and relevant
guides or recommendations issued by the International
Standardizing Bodies exist or their completion is imminent, the
Directorate ensures to use themtloe relevant parts of them, as a
basis for conformity assessmeptocedures except where such
guides or recommendations or rele/parts are inappropriate for
inter alia, such reasons as: pafl security requirements; the
prevention of deceptive practicgstotection of human health or
safety, animal or plant life orhealth, or the environment;
fundamental climatic or other ggraphical factors; fundamental
technological or infrastructural problems or religious aspects.

With a view to harmonizing conformity assessment procedures on
as wide a basis as possible,eThirectorate accepts and approves
the ISO/IEC Guides and recommendations for conformity
assessment procedures issuedthy International Standardizing
Bodies i.e., the ISO/IEC Guides Mbers 23, 25, 58, 61, 62 & 65.

The Members have the rightdarry out reasonable examinations
or testing for their products within their territories, also the
manufacturer has the right to deelahat the specifications or the
relevant technical regulations arfelfilled. It is preferable to
undertake the conformity assessmieyta third party to ensure the
conformity of products to the fundamental requirements, also it is
preferable to be attested by ti@al Standardizing Bodies or
Accredited Laboratories.

With a view to harmonizing conformity assessment procedures on
as wide a basis as possible, Theebiorate shall participate within

the limits of its resources, in the preparation of guides and

recommendations for conformity assessment procedures, by the
International Standardizing Bodies.

Whenever a proposed conformitgsgassment procedures is not in
accordance with relevant Guides Recommendations issued by
the International Standdizing Bodies, and if they have significant
effects on trade of other Membetise Directorate shall notify other
Members through the Secretariat ®WTO, of the products to be
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covered by the proposed confoty assessment procedure,
together with a brief indicationf its objective and rationale. The
Directorate will provide the interested parties in other Members,
upon request, with the relevant doeants at an early appropriate
stage and allow other Membete present their comments in
writing, and ensures to take tleewritten comments and the results
of discussions into account if theye received within (60) days
from the date of notification.

Where urgent problems of dgfehealth, environmental protection
or national security arise or taten to arise for the country, the
Sultanate may omit such of the pi@ys steps, as it finds necessary.

RECOGNITION OF CONFORMITY ASSESSMENT BY
CENTRAL GOVERNMENT BODIES IN OTHER MEMBERS:

The Directorate ensures tha¢ tresults of conformity assessment
procedures in other Membeere accepted provided that those
procedures offer an assurance odnformity with applicable
technical regulations or standardlt is recognized that prior
consultations may be necessaryartder to arrive at a mutually
satisfactory understanding redeng, in particular :

Adequate andnduring technical competence of the relevant
conformity assessment bodies time exporting Member so that
confidence and continued reliabiliof their conformity assessment
results can exist. In this reganegrified compliance with relevant
ISO/IEC Guides or recommendatiorssued by the International
Standardizing Bodies shall be takieato account as an indication of
adequate technical competence.

Limitation of the acceptance obnformity assessemt results to
certain designated bodies for spec products in the exporting
Member.

The Directorate is willing teenter into negotiations with the
interested parties in otheMembers for the conclusion of
agreements for the rtual recognition of results of each other’s
conformity assessment procedurew facilitating trade in the

concerned products.



5.3

Vi

App3

The conformity assessment bodies ledan the territories of other
Members have the right to paipate in Oman’s conformity
assessment procedures under d¢ars no less favourable than
those accorded to similar bodiexdbed in the Sultanate or the
territory of any other country.

CONFORMITY ASSESSMENT BY LOCAL GOVERNMENT
AND NON-GOVERNMENTAL BODIES:

The authorized Governmennd Non-Governmental Bodies are
permitted to carry out the confaity assessment procedures to
products under the same provisions stated in the previous articles
concerning the corresponding bodies of the other Members.



